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Religigus Communications, 


Memoir of Ebenezer Frothinghan. 


(Concluded from page 454.) 
in continuing the memoir of Mr. Frothing- 
inghain, we shall pext present our rea- 
ders with a letter addressed io his broth- 
er, Peter Frothingham, and wiich was 
writfen on his passage down the Ohio, 


or at some station bet tween Pittsburgh, 
and Fort Harmar. 


August, 15th, 1790. 
My Dear Broruer, 


I am about to leave you, being or- 
dered upon a long command, at a great 
distance. ‘The most heavy loss lam 
now labouring under, in the late sud- 
den death of my wife, has set the 
things of another world nearer in view. 
Some sudden stroke may deprive you 
of your brother, when it will be out 
of his power to give you any future 
advice and directions, and while he is 
much concerned, both for your tem- 
poral and spiritual! welfare, he can- 
not part with you, without leaving be- 
hind, his last advice, should the Most 
Lligh see fit to deny another interview 
intime. In my chest you will find 
my will, in that [have made _ provi- 
sion sufficient to enable you, with 
Gop’s blessing, to begin the world for 
yourself. Farming should be your 
main object. I recommend to you to 
begin in the small way. A little will 
support you, and by degrees you will 
be able to bear more work. You 
will want to hire a little assistance, 
perhaps keeping a school in the win- 
ter for a while, and taking pay in 
farming work, will answer a gvod end. 
fn your conduct through life, be strict- 

v honest, true and faithful # accom. 
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plish the business you may be intrus- 
ted with. Sobriety, an agreeable 
politeness, with a benevolent disposi- 
tion are indispensably necessary to 
your making your way with success, 
among men. l:ndeavour to associate 
with good company. Avoid all vi- 
cious and abandoned characters, as 
you value your temporal and spiritual 
happiness. If you have any fixed 
principle, and determined resolution 
about any one thing in this life, let it 
be in this, never to deviate from any 
Virtuous or pious course, you may 
have resolved upon, let who will 
importune, or in ever so great a de- 
gree; in this point you may set your 
face as a flint, and face a laughing 
and frowning world. It will in the 
end add to, rather than diminish your 
reputation, and the peace of mind 
alone arising from it, will abundantly 
satisfy you. Whenever you havea 
prospect of a comfortable mainte- 


nance, afler arriving at a suitable age, 


and think best to unite yourself with a 
companion; before you let fancy sway 
your affections, look at the family to 
which the person belongs, and in 
which she has been educated. If it 
is not well governed and regular, look 
somewhere else; never my dear broth- 
er, as you Vaiue your happiness, think 
of connecting yourself in this relation, 
with a person who makes light of re- 
ligion, but if you find one educated in 
a regular, pious family; one who is 
sensible and of an agreeable disposi- 
tion, and whom you can esteem and 
love, you may with safety proceed. 
But should the person of your choice 
have in addition real piety, vou may 
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then, whilst life lasts, promise your- 
self every comfort and happiness that 
Gop allots to this most tender and 
endearing relation. E have been 
more particular on this point, as your 
comfort and bappiness in this world, 
will principally depend upon this 
transaction. It is quite another thing, 
than what the young and giddy gen- 
erally imagine. You will the more 
willingly attend to these sentiments of 
your brother, which are the result of 
experience, as you have been witness 
to my late connection with one who 
sustained the character I have recom- 
mended. I esteemed the period of 
ihat connection as the happiest of my 
iife. I received her as a gift from 
heaven. But the righteous Gop, can 
righteously take away what he hath 
lent. Ido not feel disposed to mur- 
mur or complain, but do in the bitter- 
ness of my soul, lament my loss, my 
irrecoverable loss of the benefit I ino- 
ped to receive from the example of her 
virtue and piety ; but when she is be- 
yond sorrow and pain, why should | 
wish her back, but rather, Oh Right- 
eous Father, that my own soul may 
be prepared for thy right hand; then 
come the joyful day, when we shall 
meet above, no more to part—but I 
must not indulge my full heart any 
farther than this. I mean not te take 
leave with advising you in temporal 
concerns only, but wish my dear broth- 
er more particularly to leave these 
with you as my dying words, that 
whatever you do, still remember there 
is one thing needful, needful above 
all others. Often, often, on your ben- 
ded knees, importune the throne of 
grace for repentance, and pardon of 
your sins, and never cease duing this, 
until you obtain an interest in your 
Saviour’s love. QO, never faint, but 
if you perish, resolve to perish at the 
feet of mercy. But blessed be Gon, 
it never was written, here lieth one 
that died at the foot of mercy’s throne. 
fn faith and prayer, | commend you 
to that Gop, who is able to save us, 
and bring us at last to have a happy 
meeting with our friends in those re- 
gions of bliss and glory, where praise 


and thanksgiving will be the happy 
employment, through a long eternity. 
Amen and Amen. Thus prays you: 
most affectionate Brother. 
EBENEZER FRorTHINGHAM. 


TO MISS SARAH BOARDMAN. 
Fort-Harmar, Sept. 13, 1790. 
My Dear Sister, 


When I wrote Jast, my heart was 
filled with such sensations, as my pen 
can never describe. ‘The particular 
orders, [ was then under, made it ap- 
pear to me at least probable, it might 
be the last line you would receive 
from this hand. I had received or- 
ders to proceed on a command down 
the Ohio, which would have made 
me a journey of between one and 
two thousand miles, and by a route 
attended with nota little danger from 
the savages. I determined not te 
mention this in my letter lest I shoule 
give my friends unnecessary anxiety. 
{ was then at making the ne- 
cessary provision, but upon my arti- 
val here found the orders counter- 
manded and another officer sent for- 
ward in my place, which saved me 
from a very fatiguing and dangerous 
tour. 

sut the melancholy, the heart af- 
fecting tidings received when IL arri- 
ved at Pittsburgh reconciled me to 
this or any other duty as dangerous 
as it might be—-my earthly joys were 
fled. I prayed for grace to do ané 
suffer what was alotted for me here 
and to be ready at a moment’s call 
to follow my deceased wife. To 
advert to this subject awakens ev- 
ery tender emotion of my heart, but 
1 have this opportunity to write you ; 
and my dear sister, suffer me, it does 
me good, and sooths my sorrows, 
while I am unbosoming myself to 
one who held so near a place in the 
love and affections of her, for the loss 
of whom my heart still bleeds ; let 
our meditations follow our dear de- 
parted friend to yonder world of glo- 
ry and happiness, and such desires be 
begotten to meet her there, that we 
may never rest until we can say, ™% 
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Saviour is mine and Iam his. Now 
she dear partner of my life is no more, 
with what sensations of soul do I re- 
collect and reflect upon my past in- 
rerviews, with what regret that I was 
no more particular, and said and en- 
quired so little concerning the great 
things of another world. But with 
this sudden separation, the opportu- 
nity is gone, we meet no more in time 5 
my soul see that thou dost the work 
of the day inthe day. It is for us 
who yet survive to profit. With this 
view, my dear sister, I will relate to 
you what I have treasured up from 
the lips of her who I believe is now in 
slory, and what affords my soul 
strong consolation in this hour of 
deep affliction; when we have togeth- 
er opened our hearts, she has told me 
that none but Gop, and her own soul 
ever knew or was witness to her dis- 
tress and tears and the prayers which 
she offered. She opened her distress- 
ed mind to no eartily friend, but he 
who is the friend of sinners in due 
time manifested himself to her soul, 
to be the way, the truth and the life. 
One night as she was retiring, these 
words, “ ye must be born again” were 
so strongly impressed upon her mind, 
that she could not help repeating 
them, the absolute necessity of a spi- 
ritual change appeared so great, that 
she could not sleep——at length these 
words * ye are born again,’ were for- 
ced upon her mind, which she endeav- 
aured to crowd out, wishing to retain 


a proper sense of the former, but she 


soon had such a discovery of the way 
oflife and salvation in the gospel and 
in so very different a manner from 
what she had proposed to herself, as 
filled her soul with wonder, love and 
serenity, she told me none of her 
friends, not even her parents knew 
any thing of this until some time after 
when reflecting that she might possi- 
bly be suddenly taken away, and her 
parents and friends never know the 
happy state of mind she enjoyed, 
she thought it her duty to discover it 
and one day pointed it out to her 
mother in some of the ‘Gospel son- 
nets.’ She has told me that at times 


since, her mind has been dark and 
full of doubts, but the promises of the 
Gospel have been brought most 
comfortably to her soul, particularly 
this “I will never leave thee, nor 
forsake thee” which has calmed eve- 
ry fear and dispelled every doubt. 

At the Sacrament, she has enjoyed 
many happy moments, and has point- 
ed out to me some hymns sung at the 
close of the solemnity which has caus- 
ed deep emotion, and filled her heart 
with love aud thankfulness beyond 
expression. So comfortable a state 
of mind she enjoyed when under her 
fit of sickness, that she felt willing, 
and even wished, if it was Gop’s will, 
that she might die, both that she 
might sin no more, nor undergo the 
distress of parting with her friends, 
and what struck my heart as the 
strongest expression of filial tender- 
ness, she has told me that she has 
particularly prayed, if it might be 
Gop’s will, to die before her mother, 
as she thought she could never endure 
to part with her and be left behind 
herself: but this very thought dis- 
tressed her on the other hand, how 
her mother could support the parting 
with a daughter she so tenderly lov- 
ed. But I must say no more lest the 
wound should get too deep. 

I believe you feel my loss with me 
—but through rich and astonishing 
mercy, 1 have a hope we are not lost 
to each other for eternity, by grace 
enabling me I will never murmur be. 
cause she has first reached the peace- 
ful shores and is forever out of all 
danger. Oh what a reward for her 
short toils and pains !—A free reward 
indeed: shall not this prospect ani- 
mate us to be up and doing? My 
dear sister you have a comfortable 
hope of meeting your friends there. 
Afflictions do not spring out of the 
dust. I charge my soul not to rest 
until with comfort 1 can say, my God 
gave, and he hath taken away ; bless- 
ed be the name of my Gop. My 
soul in secret places is importuning 
the throne of grace for clearer mani- 
festations of the way of life and sal- 
vation by Jesus Christ; for that faith 
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which will produce union and com- 
munion with the ever blessed Gop, 
that I may glorify him io the world, 
with cheerfulness undertake ev ery 
duty, encounter every hardship, en- 
dure every distress alotted me, and 
with patience wait all my appointed 
time until my great change shall 
come. You know our plan, that you 
was to be the companion of my wife 
whenever she removed to this west- 
ern clime. Betsey had agreed to 
forego her claim, and transfer for a 
time, her right in you, to make her 
sister more happy. ‘Phis was aflec- 
tion, generous and nobie. But we 
poor mortals form projects and the 
Almighty Ruler of the universe dis- 
poses of all as he pleases. From this 
circumstance and the very particular 
attachment I discovered between you 
and the dear deceased, you are much 
upon my heart. [ believe Gop by 
this near call is offering to be your 
Gop iv Christ, do but consent to it. 
Yes your consent is all that is asked, 
and all will be well. Your aflection- 
ate brother as much as he wishes for 
your future happiness, must here 
leave you, he can help you no fur- 
ther: angels cannot, vour help is in 
the ded alone. You have access to 
that chamber, to those same secret 
places, and that same Gop is there 
present, and blessed be his name 
ready to help all that call upon bim. 
To his free and infinite mercy in 
faith and prayer I commit you. J 
want much to hear from you and the 
family. How is my good mother 
who wasunwell. I hope she has re- 
covered, and, like a saint in sorrow, 
is resioned. Methinks that instead 
of being overwhelmed with sucha 
loss, the firm persuasion that Gop 
has received her daughter to the man- 
sions above will in a great measure 
swallow up the sorrows of nature.— 
She has rem done with all those 
anxieties | have seen her tender heart 
labouring under, and is taken away 
from the evil to come—we must not 
weep for her but for eurselves.  Pre- 
sent my respects and affection to my 
parents, and tue rest of the dear fam- 


iy. Command me in every thing 
with confidence,—my sister will fing 
none with a heart more tender and 
afiectionate than her brother, 
EBENEZER F ROTHINGHAM. 


TO LYDIA HALL AND HANNAH FROTHING 
HAM. 


Fort-Harmar, 26th Sept. 1790. 
DEAR SISTERS, 

The letters I wrote to my parents 
and to my sister Sarah a few days 
since, [ thought would be the last, for 
this sometime at least—but this shor; 
epistle [leave with Peter to forward 
in my absence. To-morrow. [ take 
offthe remainder ef this garrison, au 
totlow the troops three hundred miles 
to Head-Quariters, and thence we 
+ to march against the Fudiaas, 
Were you now present with me, and 
this a last interview for time, my 
parting words would be—give all dil- 
igence—all dligence to make your 
calling and election sure, give you 
souls no rest, until yon feel the love 
of Gov, shed abroad in your hearts, 
and until you can livein Goo. Oh 
my dear sisters, | hope the Lorp has 
had merey on your souls, and enabled 
you to believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ. and that you will never be 
confounded world without end. The 
knowledge of Gop and Jesus Christ, 
is worth labouring and striving for. 
Let me earnestly recommend to you a 
practice, which I have myseif latel; 
solemnly covenanted with Gop, to live 
and die in—daily self-examination. 
At evening set apart some time fo) 
this work. I have reason to bless 
Gop for discovering to me this duty 
I tremble lest ia time, I should forge! 
my engagements; the Lord be better 
to me than mytears. If your hearts 
are backward and dull, lay the cords 
of Gop’s commands upon them, and 
drag them to this duty. If you have 
any love to your divine Lord aud 
Masteryind to Jesus who has purchase 
ed heaven for you—obey his com- 
mand. Commune with your own 
lizarts; examine yourselves. I be- 
lieve it will be your happiness, and 
you may have eecasion to bless Gop, 
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‘or this duty. T have lately more than 
ever before found my heart deceitful. 
[ fear many will seek to enter in aud 
will not be able. Oh that my friends 
would strive. Strive my soul. Oh 
Almighty Gop, of thy free mercy, 
through the all atoning blood of thie 
Lamb. bring us all to meet in heaven 
at length, Amen and Amen. Thus 
prays your most alfectionate brother. 
EBENEZER FROTHINGHAM. 


rhe following is the last letter written by 
Mr. Frothingam. 


TO PETER FROTHINGHAM. 
Fort-Harmar, 20th Sept. 1790. 
Vly Dear Broruer, 


‘To-morrow I set out to follow the 
‘roops. I have endeavoured to leave 
all the necessary directions with you. 
{sto any thing farther your judg- 

ment and the advice of your friends 
must guide you. My will I leave in 
vour possession, to be opened after 
iy death =I have desired to dispose 
of what property Gop has blessed me 
with, agreeably to his mind. Let me 
ny brother add this observation, that 
what by this means falls into your 
hands, willlay you under additional 
obligation to know, fear, love and 
‘erve a good and gracious Gop.— 
You will not be able at the bar of 
f;op to make this plea, that you had 
10 time for serious reading, medita- 
‘ion and prayer. Oh my_ brother 
what shall Tsay, and what parting 
idvice shall [leave with you? Tam 
not so anxious or distressed how it 
will fare with your temporal matters, 
is Lam for your future and eternal 
welfare. But neither the tears of 
your brother, nor angels, could they 
weep over you, can help vou. You 
have forfeited all into the hands ofa 
sovereign Gop, at his feet you must 
‘all as a helpless undone sinner, and 
ty to lift an indigent soul to him and 
beg for the enlightening Spirit to con- 
vinee you of sin, and lead you to the 
only re medy. My brother go to the 
Saviour of lost sinners, lose no time. 
Qh do not risque the joys of heaven 
one day longer. Your poor brother 


must leave you in the hands of a just 
and holy Gop. (but merciful to all 
that call upon him) with this last re- 
quest.and if ever you granteda friend’s 
request, refuse not this, that every 
night you allow or set apart a quarter 
or half an hour for close self-examin- 
ation. examine your whole life, and 
how the day has been spent. Be 
willing to come to the licht, and to 
know the worst of your case. This 
practice LE have myself lately adopt- 
l,and have reason to hope. it will, 
through the blessing of Gop, be the 
best means f ever aaeG for the salva- 
tion of my seul. b recomm sation’ you 
to read Mr. Daxters’ and Joseph “AL 
leine’s works, and tlarvey’s dialogues. 
May the Gop of our ii bless 
those books to yon, and bless every 
other means you shall seriously make 
use of for the good, the verlasting 
good of your immortal soul. Into thy 
hands © righteous and merciful Gop, 
I desire to commit my soul, and the 
soul of my dear brother, beseeching 
that through the merit and for the 
sake of thy dear Son the only Saviour 
of Jost sinners, they may be renewed 
pardoned and accepted, and thine will 
be all the glory, Father, Son, and Ho- 
ly Ghost, Amen. 
Le BENEZER FROTHINGHAM. 


The day succeeding that on which 
he wrote this letter , Lieut. Frothing- 
ham set out with the remainder of the 
garrison to follow the troops into the 
wilderness, taking his farewell of his 
friends, and saying that he neither ex: 
pected nor desired to return again. 
The 22nd of Oct. following he was 
killed by the Indians—he was seen 
by one of the under officers on the 
bank of the river St. Joseph, holding 


his wounded side. He was asked if 


he should help him, and he answered 
‘escape for yourself.’ 

His friends received no other intel- 
ligence respecting his death, but dur- 
Ine the year 1791. , the papers which 
were found pon lis person, were 
sent from Canada, te his parents in 
Middletown. 
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The Reverend Enoch Huntington 
of Middletown, on the new year’s Sab- 
bath, 1791, gave the following char- 
acter. 

‘The afiecting tidings have fately 

reached us and been confirmed, of the 
death of that amiable and promising 
young gentleman, Lieut. Ebenezer 
Frothingham of this town, who fell in 
the cause of his country, in the Wes- 
tern Expedition, under Gen. Harmer. 
His usefulness among us as a school 
master, and the consideration that 
many of the rising generation, owe to 
him much of their early education ; 
his public services as a faithful officer ; 
and his dying in the discharge of hie 
military duty, justly endear his mem- 
ory. His religious character and con- 
duct according to the Gospel of Jesus, 
gives the only sufficient cousolation 
to parents, relations and friends in the 
midst of their mourning and grief, for 
a death attended with such afiecting 
circumstances. Early in the last year, 
he formed a happy connection in con- 
nubial life. Not long after, his tender 
and pious partner, while at the call 
of providence he was absent from her 
and far distant, was suddenly remov- 
ed by death. ‘The sorrowful tidings 
reached him: the hand of sop touch- 
ed him; he bowed in submission to 
the divine will, and hastened to fol- 
iow after. They were lovely and 
pleasant in their lives, and in their 
death not long divided, and ta bt. 
less have met again to part no more. 
Their union and joys are celestial, 
and refined from all imperfection. 
No hostile feet t approach the mansions 
of the just, to disturb their perfected 
spirits. There the wicked cease from 
troubling, and there the weary are at 
rest. Such are the pros snects—such 
the comforts, the religion of Jesus af. 
fords. Oh that such as hegieet it 
might receive full conviction, how un- 
wise they are, how uuwise ior time 
and for eternity.’ 

In Mr. Frothingham’s first letter, 
he laments the licentiousness pre- 
vailing inthe army. A few vears af- 
ter, this army was cut off by the In- 
dians, in the Miami country, and a 


few only escaped with their lives. 
‘empty handed,’ under the command 
of General St. Clair. 


woes ee 


For the Christian Spectator. 
Exposition of 1 John iv, 19. 
“We love him because he first loved us.’ 


Tuts text has been subjected to ya. 
rious, and in a measure contradictory 
expositions. 

1. Some have supposed, that oy 
love to God, is mere gratitude to him 
for having loved us. They have gone 
upon the supposition, that naturally 
we imbibe the impression that Goi 
is our enemy, but when at length we 
discover the mistake, and learn thai 
he loves us, it fills us with gratitude 
and loveto him. ‘To this expesitioy 
there are several objections. 

If it were true, mere light would 
change the heart. The most depra. 
ved man, needs only to be convinced 
that Gadi is not so angry with him a 
he supposed, that in fact he is his 
frievnd, and the change is effected — 
Fle needs only to have his mistake 
corrected, and he is a new man, and 
to effect this nothing is necessary bui 
light. Depravity, of course, has its 
seat only in the understanding. But 
this will not agree rs the testimony 
of inspiration. Regeneration is spok- 
en of as a mee of heart. The 
stony heart is said to be taken away, 

d there is given a heart of flesh. 
1 ne vew man has passed from death 
sut all this is hyperbole, 
ii the change is the mere correction 0! 
a mistake. 

Ii this exposition we 
eospel could have no agency in the 
conversion of sinners, for onthe prite 
ciples of the gospel, no man can have 
ay evidence that God loves him, till 
he loves God. ‘Hereby know we 
thet we dwell in him, and he in us, 
because he hath given us of his spirit.” 
Constantly do the scriptures teach us, 
that our interest ia the divine afiec 
tious, can be Known only by ourlove to 
God, our obedience to his commands 
and our attachment to his holy family. 
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Put if the exposition given be true, 
jone of all this can take place, till 
God has loved us, and has revealed to 
ns this fact. Hence a voice from 
heaven, and not the bible, must make 
-nown the truth that efte ‘cts our sanc- 
tification. 

The exposition given, supposes ¢ al- 
so, the truth of a palpable absurdity ; 
that God can love us, while we pos- 
sess no goodness for him to love.— 
Till we dove God, we hate him, and 
‘o hate infinite excellence, is to be to- 
ally depraved. This continues to 
be the character of every man till he 
loves his Creator. Hence, til] then it 
is impossible that God ‘should be 
pleased with him. Hea assures US od 
love them that love me”: implying 
that all others he does not love. God 
cannot view with complacency, the 
man who has no pleasure in the con- 
templation of infinite moral exccl- 
lence. A being so depraved, is not 
worthy of the divine regard. ‘* God 
is angry with the wicked every day,” 
and hence is continually angry with 
every man who does not love him. 
Should an unregenerated man, theie- 
fore hear some supernatural voice pro- 
claim, ‘beloved of the Lord,’ he ought 
to doubt whether the revelation came 
from heaven. For God will not re- 
veal to him that which the bible would 
contradict. 

The exposition which we are no- 
ticing, exhibits depravity as confined 
to the understanding, and he surely 
's not very extensively depraved, who 
has merely mistaken a matter of fact. 
The scriptures, however, exhibit a 
darker picture. They speak of the 
unagnetined heart as the seat of mali- 

ous passions, as full of all bitterness, 
as issuing evil thoughts, murders, 
adulteries, fornications, thefts, false- 
Witness, : blasphemies. Wearetold that 

‘every imagination of the thought of 
the heart, is evil, only evil continual- 
ly.” Weare assured that “the heart 
is deceitful above all things, and des- 
perately wicked.”” The errours of 
the understanding, are ascr ibed to the 
influence of the heart. “ A deceived 
ieart hath turned him aside, that he 


cannot deliver his soul, or say, Is 
there not a lie in my right hand.” 

Another objection to this exposi- 
tion, is, that it exhibits a religion 
purely selfish. He who loves God, 
merely because he conceives that God 
loves him, can be said ouly to love 
himself. But the religion of the bi- 
ble, is spoken of as a charity that 
seeketh not her own. It discovers 
in holiness an intrinsic value, which 
renders it lovely for its own sake, in- 
dependently of any relation which it 
may sustain to us. 

This exposition is contrary to all 
the examples given us in Scripture of 
apostolic preaching. It was the aim 
of the Aposties to make their hearers 
see their own vileness, and feel that 
the wrath of God hung over them. 
Says an Apostle “ by the terrours of 
the Lord we persuade men.” But 
what can this mean, if there is no 
other depravity than what consists 
i a mistake of the understanding ? 
But no Apostle preached a doctrine 
like this, andno man may thus preach 
without the danger of contradicting 
the records of eternal truth. 

2. There is another exposition of 
this text which has a higher claim 
upon our faith. It is this —If God 
had not viewed us with a benevolent 
regard, even when we were dead in 
sins, we should have continued his 
enemies. Divine compassion origin- 
aied the plan,and provided the means 
of redemption. The same benevo- 
lence led him to awaken, convict and 
renewus. Weare christians because 
God viewed us with pity and made 
us the willing and thankful recipients 
of his mercy. Thus we love him 
because he first loved us, because he 
was led by his good will to change 
our hearts, to give us holy affections. 

The difference in the two exposi- 
tions isthis. ‘The first, which I con- 
sider as altogether incorrect, repre- 
sents the love of God to us as our on- 
ly motive for loving him. The 
second, which although perhaps defi- 
cient, certainly approximates toward 
the truth, represents the benevolence 
of God as that which moved him te 
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prepare the way for our redemption, 
and bring our hearts to love him 

This exposition accords with the 
main object of this epistle, which 
dwells much on the love of God man- 
ifested in providing redemption for 
our miserable world. We read in 
the context, “ In this was manifested 
the love of God toward us, because 
that God sent lis only begotten son 
into the world, that we might live 
through him. Herein was love, net 
that we loved God, but that he loved 
us, and sent his son to be the 
propitiation for our sins.” In_ the 
Gospel, written by this same apos- 
tle, we read, “Cod so loved the 
world, that he sent his only begotten 
son, that whosoever believeth tn him 
should not perish but have everlast- 
ing life. For God sent not his son 
into the world to condemn the world 
but that the world through him might 
be saved.” | 

This exposition accords with other 
portions of scripture. ‘The bible ev- 
ary where lays the foundation of the 
christian church in the everlasting 
love of God to our miserable worl:d. 
In no case would a sinner ever have 
loved God, if God had not first loved 
him. ‘ But God commendeth his 
love toward us, in that, while we 
were yet sinners Christ died for us.” 
And * we also joy in God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have 
now received the atonement.” Thus 
the love of God is considered as lay- 
ing the foundation of our salvation, 
and it must of course be the first 
cause of our love to him. But 

3. itis thought there is a deficien- 
»y in this last exposition. Certainly 
none will deny but that the great 


scheme of redemption has its founda- 


tion in the eternal love of God; that 
his grace furnished the atonement, 
and that his Spirit carries the plan in- 
to effect, changes our hearts to love 
and finishes our sanctification : hence 
the love of God is the cause of our love 
io him. 

But on the other hand it is conten- 
ded that God’s love to us is a proper 
motive for loving him: not the only 


motive it is true, for if we love him 
only because we apprehend that be 
loves us, our affections are purely sel. 
fish. But why may we not love him fo, 
what he is, and yet our love increas, 
on discovering that he loves us? j, 
the question in controversy be sim. 
ply this, may God’s love to us be. 
come a proper motive of our love to 
him? the question, it would see); 
must be answered in the affirmative 
Compassion in the heart of God fo; 
miserable beings, is a lovely trait jy 
his character, and when discovered 
is a reason why we should love him: 
and if we may love him because he 
felt compassion for other miserable 
beings, why not because he had pity 
on us? Hence when we discover 
that the God we have hated, has al 
ways viewed us with compassion. 
this discovery should awaken ow 
love. 

That God can exercise no othe 
love to imipenitent sinners but that ot 
good will, there scarcely needs an ar- 
gument to prove. No unregenerate 
man, whose heart is enmity against 
God, can possibly be to him an ob- 


ject of complacency. Ifthen he wait 


till he discover that God is pleased 
with him, before he can love his Ma- 
ker, he must wait forever. But the 
idea that God is a merciful being, en- 
ters, or ought to enter, into every con- 
templation of the divine character. 
We are no more required to love a 
God all justice, holiness, and truth, 
than a God all merey. Why may 
not happen then, that a sinner when 
he first contemplates the God of hea- 
ven with seriousness, may think 
of his good will to our miserable 
world and to himself with others ¢ 
And while he looks at God and his 
heart is changed into love, this ver) 
trait in the divine character may be 
the first thing discovered, and mii) 
become a most powerful attractive to 
his affections. Thus he loves God, 
among other reasons, because God 
first loved him. 

The text has unquestionable relic! 
ence to a kind of love felt by tle 
Creator for his creatures while dead 
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in sin, and this would be no other than 
mere good will. ‘This trait in the di- 
vine character, and there is no other 
more prominent, the sinner may dis- 
cover as soon as any. Nor would it 
be surprising if this should be the 
first attribute of Jehovah, that should 
attract his gaze. it would be mista- 
king the trae character of God if one 
should conceive of him as destitute of 
compassion for the wretched. 

Still the good man will love the 
whole of the divine character. If 
his benevolence engrosses the whole 
of our afiections it needs no argument 
tu prove that our hearts are not yet 
right with God. ‘This is the danger 
to be avoided. Many, all on a sud- 
den, have seemed to be absorbed with 
a sense of the divine goodness, who 
yet manifested an incurable enmity 
to every view of God as holy, sover- 
eign and unchangeable. One trait 
of the divine character had caught 
their admiration, and for a time they 
were filled with love, but when at 
length they were constrained to view 
God in some other aspect their Jove 
subsided. ‘They could not contem- 
plate but with a frown those doc- 
trines which do honour to his severer 
atributes. We must love the divine 
character as itis. ‘The God we wor- 
ship must be holy as well as merci- 
ful, else we do not worship the Jeho- 
vah of the bible. 

Probably with a view to guard men 
against a selfish religion the character 
of God has been exhibited in false 
colours. It has been said, “ God 
made man upright and then exerted 
positive agency in making him a 
rebel. He continues a plan of re- 
demption, but reprobates some in the 
outset, fits them for hell, places them 
in that world, makes the righteous 
rejoice while the ‘ smoke of their tor- 
ment ascendeth up forever and ever,’ 
and may do so because they are all 
his creatures.” Now 1 very much 
question whether in this exhibition, 
we are presented with a correct view 
ofthe divine character. The scrip- 


lures do not give us this view of Gad. 
While he is there exhibited as a Sov- 
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ereign, who does his pleasure in the 
armies of heaven and among the in- 
habitants of the earth, and worketh 
all things after the counsel of his own 
will, they also describe him as a God 
of mercy. He bears long with the 
being he hates, and pities the very 
wretch he destroys. ‘ How shall 
I give thee up Ephraim?” Now why 
should the divine benevolence be 
undiscovered in those perfectious, 
which constitute the object of our 
worship. 

But on the other hand, God has 
been exhibited as scarcely pussessing 
any other attribute than mercy. This 
has been spoken of as his darling at- 
tribute, while his sovereiguty, his pu- 
rity, and his veracity have becn ob- 
scured in the dazzling light of the fa- 
vourite perfection. Perhaps such a 
view of God is still more dangerous 
than the other. Give him no desire 
to guide his operations, no sovereign- 
ty to render his throne august, no in- 
flexible veracity to ensure the execu- 
tion of his law, no holiness to ren- 
der sin hateful, no omniscience to 
search out the culprit, and no power 
to make himself respected, and the 
veriest fiend of perdition will pre- 
sume on his mercy. No man is too 
depraved to love a God like this.— 
But no such God exists, and every 
such hope in his salvation, is without 
foundation. 


‘© A pardoning God is jealous still, 
lor his own holiness.”’ 


Gcod will own neither of these char- 
acters. We must leave him in pos- 
session of all his attributes and still 
love him. Mercy and truth must 
meet together. We must adore him 
as possessed of every holy and gra- 
cious attribute, and whichsoever of 
these first attracts our gaze should 
melt us into love. 

We thus see why religion in differ- 
ent persons wears a very different as- 
pect. One has viewed too exclusive- 
ly the mercy of God, and hence his 
religion, though full of praise, 1s defi- 
cient in solemnity and humility.— 
There attends it a lightness which 
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sometimes begets a doubt of its sin- 
cerity. Another has reflected too. ex- 


clusively on the severer attributes of 


the divine character, and has almost 
forgotten that compassion has any 
place in the heart of God; hence his 
religion will be tkely to be gloomy. 
He will be prone to fear and adore 
his maker but will hardly dare to 
praise. ‘The medium of these ex- 
tremes is the religion that does hon- 
our to the whole of the divine char- 
acter. It is a religion, pleasant, 
cheerful and humble, a religion which 
will render the soul happy and which 
God will approve and honour. = C. 


For the Christian Spectator. 


remarks on the various readings and 
versions of Scripture. 


In all our disputes with the ene- 
mies of revelation, and indeed, in all 
our religious inquiries, it becomes us 
to take the ground of fact and freely 
admit whatever is unquestionably 
true, even in those cases in which the 
truth may appear to be involved in 
difficulties. Asdefenders of the chris- 
tian faith, we have no need, like the 
votaries of Papal superstition, to resort 
to pious frauds. It would be equally 
unwarrantable and useless, to seek the 
promotion of christianity or the glory 
of God, by employing the arts of 
worldly deceit and policy. ‘The 
cause of truth can suffer vo disparage- 
ment from a candid and thorough in- 
vestigation. The word of God will 
bear the light. The more it is in- 
vestigated and kuown, the more ap- 
parent to the eye of candour must be 
its consistency and beauty. Among 
other things relative to the sacred 
volume which must be acknowledged 
by all who have paid any attention 
to the subject, is the existence of cer- 
(ain varlations, between its several 
inanuscripts and versions; and as a 
necessary consequence, it must be 
conceded, that no copy of the Scrip- 
tures, at this day can be considered 
literally infallible, or in every res- 
pect free from verbal errour. Though 


some copies approach nearer to per- 
fection than others, no one ‘can make 
any just pretensions to it. A degree 
of infallibility, at least as to the etter, 
must, undoubtedly, be ascribed to eve- 
ry manuscript, or printed edition, or 
version of the sacred writings now ex. 
tant. The most perfect copy of the 
scriptures which could now in any 
way be procured, would fall short 
of the purity of the autographs.— 
It would be less accurate and perfect 
than the identical writings which 
came from the hands of the inspired 
penman. Various are the causes 
which have contributed from age to 
age, in a measure to corrupt the sa- 
cred text, and to produce some diver- 
sity in the translation and interpreta- 
tion of it. Among these causes may 
be mentioned, the great antiquity o! 
the original languages of scripture, 
and the fact that they have long ceas- 
ed to be vernacular; the peculiarity o; 
its idioms, and of the circumstances, 
manners and customs to which: it re- 
lates, and the consequent obscurity o: 
some of its words and phrases. In 
addition to these, we may mention 
the hostility to divine truth so natur- 
al to mankind, which in many in- 
stances has led toa wilful suppres- 
sion or perversion of it, as found in 
the sacred oracles. But it is proba- 
ble that the corruptions under consid- 
eration have been occasioned chiefly 
by the carelessness of transcribers.— 
Betore the invention of the art oi 
printing, the copies of the sacred vol- 
ume were all in manuscript, and thei: 
number of course must have been 
comparatively small. The danger 
of making mistakes in transcribing 
was great, and the probability that 4 
a mistake when made, would be rec- 
tified, was /ess than at present, in pro- 
portion to the scarcity of copies; and 
the careless omission or insertion 0: 
a single letter would often change the 
meaning of a word materially. The 
words in the original language, par- 
ticularly of the Old ‘Testament, con- 
tain several letters which nearly re- 
semble each other. It was easy to 
mistake one such for another: and 
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if the letter changed happened to be 
3 radical or one important to the for- 


mation of the word, a corruption of 


the text would be the necessary con- 
sequence. It is also well known, 
that in ancient times, manuscripts 
were written upon parchment or skins 
sewed together at the sides, and thus 
rolled up into a volume; and also 
that in many instances, they were 
written without any separation be- 
tween words or sentences, all the let- 
ters throughout being placed contigu- 
ously as in one word. This latter 
circumstance, would occasion the 
need of peculiar care in a transcriber 
and add to the danger of his confoun- 
ding one word or verse with another. 
On the whole it is no cause of surprise 
that some inaccuracies in the Bible 
have been transmitted to us, or that 
it has lost, so far as the letter is con- 
cerned, something of its original puri- 
ty, by passing through the hanc¢ls 
of falliblemen. ‘To suppose the con- 
trary would be to suppose that an ab- 
solute miracle on the part of God has 
been continued from age to age to 
guide the pen of every copyist and t 
preserve from errour all those roe 
have been called to transcribe or to 
translate the sacred writings. But 
such divine assistanee would amount 
even to the gift of inspiration, and no 
one will affirm that all the transeri- 
bers and translators of scripture have 
been men miraculously inspired. 


But it is important to enquire. 


whether the facts above conceded se- 
riously militate against the integrity 
or authority of Scripture, or in other 
words, w hether, notwithstanding its 
having passed through so many hands 
it does not still contain copies of the 
inspired writings sufficiently correct 
to entitle it to the appellation of the 
word of God, the standard of faith 
and practice. In reply to this enqui- 
ry the following considerations are 
suggested : 

1. We are warranted to assert that 
the great leading truths of the i inspir- 
ed volume are common to its various 
manuscripts, printed editions and 
translations generally. The things 





in regard to which they differ, are al- 
lowed by competent judges to be few 
in number when compared with those 
in regard to which they perfectly har- 
monize. No grand historical fact 
and no essential doctrine of revelation 
is recorded exclusively, in any single 
copy or version. All those truths 
which are characteristic of the word 
of God, and which distinguish it as a 
book from every other, are compris- 
ed in its numerous copies, perhaps u- 
niversally. They are often repeated 
in Scripture. Nay they are inscri. 
bed on a:mostevery page. They are 
therefore not materially affected by 
the human corruptions, here ane 
there brought into contact with then. 
Take for example the doctrine ot 
Christ’s divinity or of his atonement. 
Neither of these doctrines is absolute- 
ly dependent upon particular readings 
or versions. If by any corruption 
they are suppressed or tarnished in 
some passages of the bible, they can 
be found prominently exhibited in a 
multitude of others. They are inter- 
woven withthe very texture of holy 
writ, and run through it as the blood 
diffuses itself through the animal 
frame. It is presumed that the body 
of Gospel Divinity is not totally drain- 
ed of these doctrines even in the most 
improved versions produced by mod- 
ern Socinianism. Neither the rude 
hand of impiety,nor the keenest edge of 
sophistry has ever been able to eradi- 
caiethem. Nay it is impossible to 
eradicate them without destroying 
root and branch the very tree of evan- 
gelical knowledge. 

Similar observations will apply 
with greater or less force to the sys- 
tem of revealed doctrines and pre- 
cepts in general. The features of 
this system are clearly to be discern- 
ed in the various copies of the scrip- 
tures, and iudeed it may not be too 
much to say, that the very life and 
soul of it, more or less perceptibly 
breathe inthem all. In confirmation 
of these ideas we have the testimony 
of men fully qualified to judge. Ken- 
nicott in his dissertations thus _re- 
marks. ‘ ‘Take the most faulty He- 
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brew manuscript in the world, and I 
humbly presume it will be found to 
contain the same Bibie in the main 
and to teach the same great doctrines 
and duties as are taught at present.” 
And Bishop Lowth after having con- 
ceded the fact concerning the present 
state of the sacred text, makes the 
following observations. ‘ If it be 
objected that a concession so large 
as this is, tends to invalidate the au- 
thourity of the Scripture; that it gives 
up in eflect the authenticity of the doc- 
trines contained in it, and exposes our 
religion naked and defenceless to the 
assaults of its enemies; this, 1 think, 
Is a vain and groundless apprcehen- 
sion. Casual errours may blemish 
parts, but do not destroy or much al- 
ter the whole. Superficial: damages 
and partial defects may greatly dimin- 
ish the beauty of the edifice withcut 
injuring its strength and bringing on 
utter ruin and destruction.” As a 
further proof that the variations be- 
tween different readings and versions 
do notattect the general principles of 
revelation, we may also appeal to the 
fact that infidels have not aimed 
their shafts so much at any partic- 
ular copy of the bible as at the bible 
itself. ‘They have fought against it as 
a book in whatever form or language 
they have found it. They have set 
themselves in array against that sys- 
tem of heavenly truths which is con- 
tained in every copy of it, and by 
which it is distinguished from all un- 
inspired volumes. And so it is, with 
errourists and opposers of the truth in 
general. ‘They would find many ob- 
noxious things to their views and feel- 
ings in any copy ot the scriptures 
which might fallin their way. What 
is it that has operated chiefly to di- 
vide the christian world into such a 
variety of sects and denominations ? 
Is it the existence of different read- 
ings or translations of scripture? Is 
it the difficulty of determining which 
among the numerous copies, is the 


true bible, the proper standard of 
truth? No. As a general fact the 


various parties in Christendom ap- 
prove, in the main, of the same copy 
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or copies of the word ef God. The 
commou English version is referred 
toas a rule by all christians who use 
the English language. They agree 
that that on the whole is a correct 
revelation of the divine will, And 
they appeal toit. continually and with- 
out scruple, in support of their res. 
pective religious sentiments. This is 
an evidence that though it may in 
certain respects be imperfect and dif. 
ferent from other versions, it is, as a 
book, the volume of divine inspira- 
tion. 

2. A great proportion of the varia- 
tions observable comparing one copy 
of the bible with another are merely 
verbal, and such as do not alter tic 
sense even of the particular passages 
in which they occur. So far are they 
from corrupting the general system ot 
revealed truth, that they relate entirely 
to modes of expression. Though the 
phraseology is varied, the meaning 
of the passages and the instruction to 
be derived from them are substantial- 
ly the same notwithstanding the dif- 
ferent readings and versions. This 
is the factin a multitude of instances: 
and it is probable that by tar the 
greater part of the discordances o! 
which we are treating are of this des- 
cription. ‘They are so slight as t 
be entirely imperceptible, to comunor 
readers. ‘They may affect the ele- 
gance or cnergy of the /anguage, but 
the leading ideas remain unaltered. 

3. It is true with respect to many 
instances of disagreement between the 
different copies of the sacred volume. 
that they are not apparently of more 
importance, than many which are 
found existing between the sacred 
writers themselves, and which ot 
course, are countenanced by inspi- 
ration. The penmen of scripture, 
though under the influence of the same 
divine Spirit, were led to adopt vari- 
ous kinds of style. A diversity 0! 
language er phraseology, is exhibited 
by them even when writing upon the 
same subject, and what is more re- 
markable, when they are professedly 
repeating any particular speech or 
statement it often oecurs that the form 
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ofthe words is varied, though the 
sense substantially is preserved en- 
ire. An example of this may be 
found in the 24th chapter of Genesis 
in the prayer of Abraham’s servant. 
3y comparing the 12th, 13th, and 
i4th, verses with the 42nd, 43rd, and 
44th, it appears that the words of the 
prayer as repeated in the three latter 
verses are in some measure different 
trom the words in which it is expres- 
sed in the former. ‘The substance is 
in beth instances much the same 
though there is an evident change in 
some expressions. Many examples 
of a similar- kind might be poiuted 
outin the New Testament. Noth- 
ing is more evident, than that in the 
relations of the several Evangelists 
and in their quotations from the Old 
‘Testament, there are verbal varia- 
tions, Which being found in all the 
copies cf the Gospel, may be reyard- 
edas having received the countenance 
of inspiration. 
its divine author that the authenticity 
as an inspired book would not, on the 
whole, be lessened by such differ- 
ences, but rather confirmeds and this 
is the judgment of all enlightened and 
eandid men. ‘They look upon the 
Jiscordances among the sacred wri- 
‘ers, in non-essential particulars, con- 
aected with their striking coincidence 
aud harmony in all important respects 
as affording no small proof, that they 
vere what they professed to be, not 
‘alse and designing men, conspired 
‘ogether to impose upon the world, 
yut the faithful servants of the Most 
iligh, commissioned and inspired to 
reveal his will. Now the point we 
would aim at is this, that the differen- 
‘es existing between one copy or ver- 
sion of the Bible and another are in 
many instances not greater than the 
differences among the several wri- 
‘ers of Scripture, and consequently, 
in themselves considered, no more 
calculated to render the general im- 
port of scripture uncertain or to de- 
‘troy its authority. I do not include 
inthis remark all the various read- 
ings and versions but a great and per- 
aps the greater proportion of them. 


It was the opinion of 


A. If we were to admit that the va- 
riety of readings and translations of 
scripture destroys its integrity; then, 
upon the same principle we might re- 
ject all the volumes of remote anu- 
quity as being worthy of little confi- 
dence or veneration. The literary 
productions, in general, of ancient 
times, have in some respects been cor- 
rupted and variously interpreted.— 
Hiaving been composed originally, tn 
languages now dead, and been trans- 
mitted down to us through innumera- 
ble hands, they have been liable as 
well as the inspired volume to the 
mistakes of transcribers and to vari- 
ous mutilations and changes. But is 
it considered on this account that they 
have lost their authenticity or their 
distinguishing characteristics? Can 
it be deubted for instance, whether 


the Tliad of Homer, or the A%neid of 
Virgil, are the real productions of 


those great geniuses merely because 
they have been subject to vartous 
readings and translations? May we 
not conclude that nothing essential 
has yet been lost of their respective 
beauties, and that the peculiar traits 
and features of each poet are distinct- 
ly delineated in every manuscript and 
literal translation of those works.— 
In regard to the sacred writings, 
though we may conclude that no pos- 
itive miracle of God has been thought 
necessary, since the canon of Scrip- 
ture was closed, to preserve its pages 
from impurity, yet his special provi 
dence has been man#fest in certain 
circumstances which have tended, m 
a peculiar degree, to secure it from 
corruptions. It is a book which has 
been extensively regarded among man- 
kind as being of divine original and 
containing the words of eternal life. 
Conscientious men in every age, have 
had their eyes continually upon it.— 
As its guardians under God _ they 
have all along been studious to pre- 
serve it pure and uncontaminated.— 
Different sects or parties have kept 
up a perpetual watch over each oth- 
er,in order to prevent as much as 
possible the corruptions of the divine 
word from sectarian motives. Beliey- 
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ers have served as spies upon Infidels, 
and the Jews upon the Samaritans, 
and christians; and the several de- 
nominations of christians, have had 
an eye upon each other, and upon the 
sacred oracles as the common stan- 
dard of their religion. Hence it has 
often occurred that when any thing 
has been impiously wrested from the 
word of God or added to it, a gene- 
ral alarm has been given, the imposi- 
tion exposed and the author or au- 
thors of it held up to merited detesta- 
tion. Such considerations must tend 
to confirm us in the belief that the 
scriptures have suffered Jess corrup- 
tion than almost any other ancient 
book; and so great are the number 
of its manuscripts collected from dis- 
tant ages and countries that the means 
are provided, and have been already 
extensively employed, for correcting 
the most prominent errours, which, at 
any time have crept into it. Besides 
it does not admit of a doubt, that the 
bible may be understood and transia- 
ted with general correctness, The 
style of it is, for the most part, dis- 
tinguished for simplicity and perspi- 
cuity. The import of its werds and 
phrases may be determined with 
sufficient accuracy to answer the great 
ends of a revelation. 

In the conclusion of these remarks 
we would express the hope, that they 
may not in ary instance, be so con- 
strued as to convey the idea that all 
the several copies of the scriptures 
rest upon a footing of equality, or 
that to preter one before another is a 
matter of little or no importance. It 


is acknowledged that the copies of 


the bible are correct and perfect in 
very different degrees, and that each 
one is to be valued only in propor- 
tion tothe degree of its perfection. 
It would indeed be very desirable to 
obtain to a perfectly immaculate edi- 
tion of the sacred writings, and to 
see all parts of them fully tllustrated 
and set before our eves in their native 
Every gold- 


en grain of revealed trath is assured- 


ly worth searching for and treasuring 
up when found. The records of oy; 
faith are to be studied throughout, 
with candour and prayer.—They 

are to be defended as much a; 
possible from the hands of open as. 
sailants and from the sly but pollu. 
ting touch of sophistical criticism.— 
But because these objects are now but 
imperfectly attainable, could we be 
justified in turning sceptics? Mus; 
we regard the principles of religion 
as being obscure and indeterminate, 
and the way to heaven as being in. 

volved in darkness, because the hand- 
writings of the Prophets and Apos. 
tles are now lost, or because the, 
themselves are not aye present 
as living interpreters? Shall we say 
that since there are different opinions 
about the text and the interpretation 
of scripture, it cannot be the proper 
standard of truth? With almost e- 
qual reason might we argue, that the 
diversity of sentiments entertained 
concerning the attributes of Jehovah, 
destroys his existence as the true God, 
the only proper object of worship. — 
All such reasontngs are false and vain. 
The perfections of Jehovah are un- 
changeable, and his word as a trans 
cript of his holy nature abideth for. 
ever. What, though the treasure ot 
the Gospel, has been committed to th: 
vehicle of human language, and what 
though in the lapse of ages, some dust 
or blemishes may have become attach 
ed to it, still it is a¢reasure of heaven! 
origin, a pearl of great price. Its in- 
trinsic value is net changed by pass- 
ing through length of time, or dis- 
tance of place, or a multiplicity 0! 
languages. It may safely be convey- 
ed abroad into all nations and may 
be exhibited in its purity to the peo- 
of every tongue. We hail the day, 
when all the merchant-men of the 
earth shall purchase it, or receive 1 
as a gift, that they and their posterity 
may thus come into the possession 0! 


durable riches and righteousness. 
SELIM. 








320.] On the Eloquence of the Pulpit. 519 


jHiscellancous. 


To the Editor of the Christian Spectator. 


SIR, 


Every hint which relates to the im- 
provement of pulpit eloquence, is de- 
serving of serious consideration. I 
hope therefore, that the fullowing re- 
marks may not be unacceptable. 

There is a certain ingredient in 
the composition of eloquence, which 
[ would term rhetorical description. 
[t consists in filling up the outline of 
a picture with circumstances, I 
would illustrate my meaning by an 
example. Suppose a person informs 
me that a fellow citizen is confined 
within the walls of a Spanish prison, 


and that he has for a long time suffer-. 


ed the most intolerable hardships. 
Thus far I have only a general ac- 
count of his situation—a mere outline 
of the picture. Now suppose anoth- 
er person fills up this outline with the 
following particulars. ‘* I looked in- 
to his pr'sou through the grated win- 
dow, and saw,” in the language of 
Sterne, “ his body half wasted away 
with long expectation and confine- 
ment. Upon looking again I saw 
him pale and feverish; in thirty 
years the western breeze had not once 
fanned his blood: he had seen no 
sun, nO moon im all that time, nor 
had the voice of friend or kinsman 
breathed throneh his lattice. He 
Was sitting in the farthest corner of 
his dungeon upon a little straw, which 
was elternately his chair and his bed: 
a little calendar of small sticks was 
aid athis head, notched all over with 
the dismal days and nights he had 
tuere passed: he had one of these lit- 
‘le sticks in his hand, and with a rusty 
nail he was etching another day of 
misery. As I darkened the little 
ight he had, he lifted up a hopeless 
eye towards the window, then cast it 
down—shook his head, and went on 
with his work of afiliction.” Now 
ow much is added to the effect of 
“uS narration by descending to par- 


ticulars! It is this descending to 
particulars—this filling up of an out- 
line with circumstances, which ap- 
pears to me to constitute one of the 
most powerful ingredients in the com- 
position of true eloquence. It de- 
pends chiefly on a lively imagination. 
Ifas oppression laid its heavy hand 
on a poor, defenceless family, the or- 
ator is not permitted, as in the days of 
Greece and Rome, to bring the fami- 
ly itself before the court, in all the 
habiliments of poverty and suffering. 
He must transport the jury in imagin- 
ation to the humble cottage where 
this family dwells, and there set be- 
fore them all its wretchedness and de- 
gradation. Had the crime of murder 
been committed, the orator was once 
permitted to bring before the court 
the murderer and his knife, and also 
the wretched victim, drawn on the 
painters canvass drenched in his own 
blood. But the good sense and 
taste of modern times obliges him to 
dispense with these means of produc- 
ing an adequate impression, and so 
far as possible, to rival the glowing 
colours of the pencil by a lively, cir- 
cumstantial description. 

The orator then, who would by his 
eloquence make the impression of re- 
ality, must be able to transport his au- 
dience wherever he wishes. In the 
silence of deep meditation, he ab- 
stracts himself from the influence of 
surrounding objects, and takes his 
stand on the most commanding posi- 
tion in the field of his eloquence.— 
There he takes a comprehensive sur- 
vey of the whole field, and impresses 
on his mind every fact, and every cir- 
cumstance, which will help to fll up 
the outline of his picture. Then as 
he comes before his audience, his pic- 
tures will assume the distinct aud vi- 
vid colours of reality. Would he 
deeply impress his audience for exam- 


ple with the greatness and sublimity or 


the attributes of God, he carries them 
in imagination to the scenes where 
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these attributes are displayed. No 
general, exclamatory expressions of 
admiration can touch their hearts.— 
They will not tremble in contempla- 
ting the divine power, merely by be- 
ing told that it wheels the planets in 
their orbits, it shakes the globe with 
the earthquake, or that it rends the 
heavens with the thunder. They 
must be transported in imagination to 
the regions above, and be told of the 
immense magnitude of these planets, 
of the inconceivable velocity of their 
motions, and of the perfect stillness 
and apparent case with which they 
move. They must take their stand 
on some Peruvian mountain, and look 
down upon the plains where cities 
and provinces are trembling and sink- 
ing into the earth, and feel the Andes 
shake beneath their feet. They must 
ascend in imagination to the top of 
some peak that lifts its head among 
the clouds, and there look down on 
the gathering of the tempest, and the 
flame of the ‘lightning. 

Would the preacher impress his 
audience with the enrapturing thought 
of eternal blessedness, and the solemn 
consideration of eternal misery, he 
mustcarry them beyond the curtains of 
‘ime, and set them down amid the glo- 
ries, and amid the borrours of futurity. 

Would he melt his audience at the 
thought of a dying Saviour, it Is not 
enough that he prove by a cold pro- 
cess of reasoning that such an event 
really took place. He must carry 
them with him to Calvary; he must 
shew them the cross, the crown of 
thorns, the vinegar mingled with gall, 
the nails piercing his hands and feet. 
They must hear the dying exclama- 
tion—* My God! my God! why 
hast thou forsaken mer” They must 
see the veil of the temple rent in 
rwain, the earth shake, the graves 
ypen, and the sun wislaheaws his. light. 

In short, the pulpit orator will find 
secasion for employing his talent at 
‘hetorical description on almost eve- 
ry subject which comes under his 
consideration. The great objects of 

religious regard are seen by the eve of 
nan as through a mist, and eve ry in- 


strument of eloquence, which eap 
serve to clear them of this mist ang 
to bring them home te the feelings 
should be put into operation. 

It is to this power of lively, rheto. 
rical description, that our country js 
indebted for some of the finest touch. 
es in the eloquence of Mr. Ames,— 
Imagination formed the most prom. 
inent feature of his mind, and althoug}, 
he suffered her at times to take ay, 
extravagant flight, yet she struck ou; 
for him his most slowing and power- 
ful appeals. In that celebrated speect; 
for example, which drew from a po- 
litical opponent a motion for postpon 
ing the decision of the question in de- 
bate, until the House of Representa 
tives might have time to cool, it was 
to this power of his mind that he ow- 
ed his most masterly strokes. In- 
stead of producing arguments to prove 
that a rejection of the British treaty 
and a relinquishment of the Western 
posts would rekindle an Indian war, 
(a point which he thought had alrea- 
dy been conceded by his opponents,} 
he carries his audience with him to 
the spot, and there presents them one 
of the most vivid pictures that was 
ever drawn by the pencil of genius. 
He points out wounds yet unhealed, 
which had been inflicted by the toma- 
hawk, and asks in the language of deep 
sensibility, can you have the hardihoo« 
to tear them open again? He places 
you in a situation from which you be- 
hold the unsuspecting traveller cut 
down on his journey by an Indian in 
ambush, and that in the light of day. 
As you travel through the fertile 
country, you see an industrious la- 
bourer in his cornfield, weltering in 
his blood, and that labourer is your 
son. You return to your dwel- 
ling, and before another sun has ap- 
peared in the east, you hear the cry 
of helpless infancy, mingled with the 
yells of savage vengeance. ‘ The 
darkness of midnight glitters with the 
blaze of your dwelling.’ The very 
mountains echo the shrieks of tor- 
ture; the very winds sigh with lam- 
entation; ‘the voice of humanity Is- 
sues from the shade of the wilderness. 
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Well might the orator forget the dis- 
ease that was preying upon his body, 
and well might his mind after he sat 
down, in the language of his elegant 
biographer, be ‘‘agitated like the 
ocean after a storm, and his nerves re- 
semble the shrouds of a ship torn by 
ihe tempest.” 

From the preceding remarks ap- 
pears the value of a lively and cul- 
jivated imagination to the pulpit ora- 
tor, and we may hence conclude that 
those clergymen who maintain a con- 
stant, familiar intercourse with works 
of the imagination in their broken 
hours, instead of throwing away this 
portion of their time, (as is too com- 
monly supposed, ) really devote it to 
a valuable purpose. 

Before I close my remarks, I would 
rake notice of another powerful ingre- 
dient in eloquent composition. It is 
strong feeling. Unless the orator 
himself is moved, he cannot move 
others. It he is destitute of feeling 
io0, he has nothing to put his powers 
of mind into vigorous action. Hence 
strong. ardent feelings are character- 
istic of almost all distinguished ora- 
tors. It was this which aeeed with 


such mighty power the eloquence of 


Whitfield. ‘ Sometimes” says he 
‘when twenty thousand people were 
before me, [ felt at first as if I had 
nothing to say to God or to man.— 
But when I cast my eyes on the fir- 
mament above, and on the fields a- 
round, and saw them filled with thou- 
sands and thousands—some in coach- 
°s, some on horseback, and some in 
trees, all of whom were at times 
drenched in tears, to all which was 
sometimes added the solemnity of the 
approaching evening, I was quite o- 
verwhelmed.” Well mi: rhi an orator 
who was so susceptible of deep im- 
pressions himself, produce thein on 
the minds of others. 

It is this stre ‘ngth of feeling chiefly 
which imparts a wonderful force and 
sublimity to the elogueuce of Robert 
Hall. He has not, it is true, that 
sensibility which-is kindled into a 


flame by the Slightest breath, but 


a dies in a — nor is he 
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thrown into the raptures of enthusi- 
asm by the impulse of sudden emo- 
tion. But there is within him a deep 
tone of feeling—there is a strong mov- 
ing force which like a mighty stream 
bears down every thing before it.— 
The vast powers of his mind are 
moved by a corresponding force of 
feeling, and when both are united 
they produce an eloquence that is 
grand and overpowering. 

It is this strength of feeling also 
which gives the prominent feature to 
the eloquence of Lord Chatham. He 
is not bearing down his opponents so 
much with strong arguments, as with 
a torrent of feeling. When he rose 
to reply to the proposal of Lord Sutf- 
folk for employing against us the sav- 
ages of the West, his language is—‘ b 
feel myself impelled to speak” —* } 
cannot repress ny indignation 3” and 
so high does his animation rise, that 
he ealls upon the bishops and judges, 
not merely to reject the horrid propo- 
sal with a silent vote, but to take an 
alarm and stand between their coun- 
try, and its moral disgrace, holding 
up the ‘purity of the ermine ;’ and 
the ‘unsullied sanctity of the lawn,’ 
he addresses the spirit and humanity 
of his country. He invokes the gen- 
ius of the constitution. Nor is this 
all; casting his eye perhaps accident- 
ally, on the tapestry hung around up- 
on the wall, his attention was arrest- 
ed by a portrait of one of Lord Suf- 
folk’s ancestors, ¥ lio had died fight- 


ing bravely for his country in the cel- 


ebrated contest with the Spanish Ar- 
mada: and what idea should rush 
upon his enlivened fancy, but that 
the imace of this venerable warrior 
had kindled into life, was listening to 
the horrid proposal of his descendant. 
and was casiing upon hint he frowno! 
his indignation. Similar to this 1s 
the ceneral strain of his eloguence.— 
[fe may occasionally sink, but itis to 
rise again with renewed force. Noi 
does he ever sink low. His resting 
place like the eagle’s is on the summit 
of some mountain. 

Irom such considerations respect 
ing the importance of a deep and Iive- 
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ly sensibility as a source of true ¢f 
quence, we may learn the evil of < 
clergyman’s secluding himself so en- 
tirely from the world, and for so 
Jong a time, as to lose the elasticity 
and vigour of his feelings. That 
such is the tendency of seclusion, 
there cau be no doubt. Shut al- 
most any man up in his study fora 
great length of time, and his sensibili- 
ty will gradually wear away. It isa 
common law of our nature that feel- 
ings and faculties of the mind if suf- 
fered to lie dormant, lose their ener- 
gy; and leta man’s intellectual pow- 
rs be ever so great, if he has lust his 
sensibility, one half of his greatness 
has departed ; for great intellectual 
powers without feeling, are like large 
wheels in a mill which has no w ater, 
they have nothing to put them in mov- 


tion. (J. NX. 


For the Christian Speetator. 


As the very respectable periodical 
work, bearing the above title, and 
published in New-Haven, is stated to 
be conducted by an “ Association of 
Gentlemen,” it may be presumed that 
no piece is admitted into it without 
their approbation or consent. And 
as a portion of cach number is devo- 
ted to the review of new publications, 
it is reasonable to expect that if any 
publication shall, by mistake or mis- 
apprehension be tacorrectly quoted, 
or misrepresented, they will, in jus- 
tice to themselves, and to the author 
of such publication, cheerfully admit 
into their pages a proper correction 
of misstatements, and a candid reply 
io misrepresentations, 

Under these impressions I take the 
liberty to forward for insertion, the 
following brief remarks upon a piece 
which appears in the number of the 
Christian Spectator for July, “ on ex- 
temporaneous | prayer.” 

The writer of the piece, under the 


signature of A. 4. begias by cbsery- 


ing that “it is a common objection 
against extemporanecous prayer that it 
seems more like preaching than pray- 
ines; more like an address to the con- 


gregation, than a devout and penitent 
ofiering to God; that it is a method 
of giving information to omniscence. 
instead of imploring the teachings o0/ 
the Divine Spirit. IT remember (says 
he) to have seen this objection some. 
what sarcastically urged, in a sinal! 
book of considerable pretensions, 
which was published some two o: 
three years since, for the edification 
of allthe opposers of religions Stirs, 
night meetings, &c. &c.” 

The small book of considerable 


pretensions here referred to, will pro- 


bably be recognized as the one euti- 
tled ‘a dissertation upon extraordi- 
nary awakenings, or religious stirs. 
&e.”’ But that this book was writ- 
ten for the edification of all the op- 
posers of religious stirs and night 
meetings, is an assertion for which 
the writer produces no proof. An 
attempt was indeed made, ( with what 
suecess those who have read it must 


judge) to point out some errours both 


in opinion and practice, and particu- 
larly with respect to the public wor- 
ship of God, which were thought to 
prevail. ‘This small publication came 
out urder the sanction, and with the 
recommendation of three very re- 
spectable Clergyinen, whose reputa- 
tion for piety and correct views of re- 
ligion has not, | believe, been called 
in question.* ‘This was calculated 
to give the public a pledge that, in 
their view, the book in question con- 
tained nothing contrary to sound doc- 


* The following ts a copy of the recom 
mendation. 
‘“Wethe undersigned, having examin- 
ed a work entitled a ¢ Dissertation upon 
extraordinary awakenings, or religious 
stirs,’ &e. do hereby express our entire ap- 
probation of the same ; and believing if 
calculated to give correct ideas of the sub- 
ject concerning which it treats, do hereby 
recommend it to the patronage of the 
members of the Episcopal Church, and to 
the careful perusal of all sincere inguirer> 
alter religicus truth. 
6 (Signed by) Rev. Puiro SHeExton, 
Rector of St. John's Church, Bridgeport. 
‘Rev. Danien Buruans, Rector 0! 
Trinity Churehb, Newtown. 
‘Rev. Binpsey G. Nosprir, Reetor © 
Christ’s Charch, Middletown.’ 
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trine, or which was in opposition to 
the experience and practice of the re- 
ligion of our blessed Saviour. If by 
“ religious stirs” is to be understood a 
smcere, Consistent, and invigorated at- 
tention to the concerns and interests 
of religion, it is believed the opposers 
of such “ religious stirs” will find but 
little in that book to edify them. 
Night meetings are not once mention- 
ed in the book, nor a word said about 
them; yet the writer in the Chris- 
tian Spectator sturdily asserts that it 
was published for the edification of 
all the opposers of religious stirs and 
night meetings. ‘Somewhere in 
that book,” says he, (“for it is not 
before me) the ingenious author has 
condescended to entertain his readers 
with an account of what he once 
heard at. a Presbyterian funeral.” 
How came this writer to know that 
it was at a Preshyterian funeral, the 
300k does not say so, and the fact 
happened to be otherwise. ‘This is, 
in itself, of no consequence, but it 
shews how liable persons are to err 
when, instead of relying upon simple 
facts, they indulge in suppositions and 
conjectures. The anecdote (says 
the writer) according to the best of 
my recollection, is to the following ef- 
fect. The officiating clergyman, in 
the course of his prayer, intormed the 
Lord, that the husband of the deceas- 
ed was absent at sea; that he knew 
nothing of her death, that she had 
ieft several children, or had left none 
I forget which) with more to the 
same effect.” If this is to be consid- 
ered a quotation, (and it is marked as 
such) it is certainly a very loose and 
puneling one ; and before I close I 
will ende ‘avour to assist the writer’s 
recollection. 

After this unsuccessful attempt at 
quoting from memory, the writer pro- 
ceeds as follows :— 66 Now Mr. Edi 
tor, without attempting to justify this 
particular phraseology, it occurred to 
me at the time, that the point of the 
shaft thus dexterously aimed at ex- 
temporaneous vrayer, might pierce 
the Liturgy, and even the Buble.” 
ie then quotes a sentence from the 
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general confession in the book of 
common prayer, and several passages 
of scripture, and after some critical 
comments upon them, he observes, 
“If we may never in adoration, con- 
fession, petition, or thanksgiving, ex- 
press feelices, and state facts, with 
which the Most High is already ac- 
quainted, how can we pray at all ?” 
This writer appears to have taken a 
great deal of pains to prove, what no 
one ever thought of denying. But I 
would ask him in which of the differ- 
ent parts of prayer above mentioned, 
he would choose to. place the facts 
stated in the anecdote? Would he 
have them brought in by way of ado- 
ration, confession, petition or thanks- 
giving? ‘The passages he has quo- 
ted from the scriptures and from the lit- 
urgy of the Church, are all proper 
forms of confession, or supplication, or 
both. But because in these parts of 
prayer, we necessarily mention cir- 
cumstances with which the Almighty 
is perfectly acquainted, would he 
thence infer that itis proper to proceed 
in giving a history of events and cir- 
cumstances which can have no connec- 
tion with any part of devotion, and 
which can onlyserve for information te 
the congregation ? "This, and this on- 
ly, is What was considered reprehensi- 
ble in the par er ‘the prayer mentioned 
at the funeral alluded to; as will ap- 
pear evident to any one who notices 
the connection in which it stands. 
But atter his laboured attempt te 
shew the inconsistency of the author 
of the little book before mentioned, 
with regard to prayer, this writer in 
the Christian Spectator fully admits, 
in the latter part of his piece, tha: 
such kind of information as is con- 
tained in the anecdote, is altogethe: 
improper in prayer. He strongly 
reprehends the practice of ‘ making 
circumstantial statements, in the form 
of narrative ; of discussivg theologic- 
al questions; of introgucing In prayer 
what more professedly belongs to the 
sermons of speaking to the audience 
as uel. or more, than to the big b 
and lofty One, who inhabiteth We 
ty. These, (says he) are undoubted. 
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ly great faults. Praying should al- 
ways be very different from preach- 
ing.” He says further, “ It would 
be a great privilege, if every clergy- 
man could have some enlightened and 
judicious friend in his congregation, 
to caution him from time % time, not 
only against the impropriety of which 
IT have been speaking, but against ev- 
ery other incorrectness whether in 
matter or in manner.” 

(Would not a proper and judicious 
form of prayer, correct, or prevent 
tliese inaccuracies more perfectly, 
and with less inconvenience r*) 


*Asthe Rev. Mr. Rayyrr’s book was 
not in our possession, and as we In vain in- 
quired for a copy of it, we published the 
communication of our correspondent, who 
stated that he “ quoted from memory,” 
without alteration; permitting this dedi- 
cation and the quotation to go together 
into the hands of our readers. We are 
not quite sure, after ail, that we are under 
any obligation to publish the answer here 
given, and which we print without any 
alteration; but the danger of being toolib- 
eral, is not so much to be dreaded, as the 
danger of being unjust 

The utmost that the Rev. Mr. Rayner 
can claim, is, that A. Z. misunderstood the 
objectf or which the anecdote was intro- 
duced. A. Z. supposed that Mr. R. con- 
demued allusioa to any tacts in prayer, 
while Mr. R. allows that ‘we necessarily 
mention circumstances with which the Al- 
mighty is perfectly acquainted.” Whether 
A. Z. did or did not mistake the desion of 
Mr. R. in his publication, it is well known 
that objections similar to those mentioned 
by Mr. R. are frequently brought against 
extemporaneons prayer. The comment 
of A. Z. was therefore proper iu reterence 
to others if not to Mr. Rayier, 

With respect to extemporancous prayer 
we would observe, that if there is a sub- 
jyeclin the whole a of Christian 
Theology, on which we can come to a 
ready and triamphant conclusion, it is on 
the lawfulness and expediency of extem- 
poraneous prayer. 

Minuteness of detail is certainly to be 
avoided, but when we fiud Solomon in 
his prayer at the dedication of the temyp'e ; 
Daniel, and Nelemiah also in view of the 
afflicted state of Jerusalem. referring to 
facts, we cannot censure a practice which 
can quote sohbigh example. In answer to 
the SERN | which Serves as atest tor this 
note, we give an extract from the writing 
of Bishop Hall l, Whose prejudices and ear- 
ly habits were all in favour of a liturgy 

“ Far be it from me to dishearten any 
good Christian from the use of concei 


, } 
ase Va aon © | 


This writer appears to have for- 
gotten, or to have abandoned his firs: 
object; and before he closes, goes al 
lengths with the author of the litt! 
book, in potting out. and: ceusuriny 
the very same Improprieties in prayer 
which occurred at what he calls * the 
Presbyterian funeral.” 

As the writer of the piece under 
consideration, acknowledges he quo- 
ted the anecdote above mentione:: 
from memory, which is not usually 
the most correct way of quoting at 
author; and as I promised to assis: 
his recollection in the present case, | 
will now take the liberty to transcribe 
the paragraph in which the offensive 
anecdote is found. It is as follows. 

’ [never have thought it necessary to 
be very minute and circumsiantial in 
our prayers. It carries, I think, toc 
much the air of dictating to the Al 
mighty; and seems to imply a dis- 
trust of the divine goodness—an ap- 
prehension that we shall be cut short 


prayer in his private devotions, and upon 
occasion also in the public. LI would hate 
to be ¢ cuilty of pouring so mucb water ou 
the spirit, to which I would gladly add oi! 
the yatloat, No, let the full soul freely 
pour out itself in gracious expressions 0! 
iis holy thoughts into the bosom of the Al- 

nigh ty ; ; let both the sudden flashes of our 
quick ejaculations, and the constant flames 
of our more fixed conceptions, mount up 
froin the altar of a zealous heart unto the 
throne of grace: and if there be some 
stops or solecisms, in the fervent utterance 
of our private wants, these are so far from 
being offe: usive, th at the -y are the most 
pleas ing niusic to thee ars of that God unto 
whow our prayers come. 

Iinpertections, no doubt attach to ali 
human performances ;—to the unfettered 
praver of the meeting-bouse, and the htur 
gieal service of the cathedral. When the 
faulis o: either are pointed out, and sug 
gestions made for their prevention, it is 
nof reasonable, it is not modest, to say 
‘ahandon thatservice and adopt this.’ Se 
grave a question should not be so summa 
rily canvassed. ‘Tne detects and excellen 
cies Of each iMmust first be searched for, enu 
merated and considered. With these re 
marks we for the present dismiss this sub- 
ject. We make no attack, but we should 
we Warlithg it our duty ‘Oa Cause whic I) 
we hope wt ul be ever dear to us, if we for 
hove to say, that from the ground which 
we "Bete take we can conceive of née 
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in some part of the blessing, unless 
she case is very particularly and mi- 
nutely described. I have often heard 
prayers which I thought were too par- 
‘icular, and which seemed to intimate 
hat the Almighty was quite ignorant 
of the case which the person in his 
nrayer Was attempting to describe. 
{ remember once to have heard a 
minister make a prayer at the funeral 
of a certain woman, whose husband 
was then at sea. When he came to 
notice the case of the bereaved hus- 
band, he informed the Almighty, (and 
f the congregation united with him in 
ihe address, they assisted in giving 
the information) that the deceased 
was the third wife the man had lost— 
‘hat he had a number of little chil- 
dren now left motherless, and that 
‘-he man himself was at sea and igno- 
rant of this melancholy event; with 
a number of other circumstances, 
which, it appeared to me would have 
been much more properly communi- 
cated to the people for their informa- 
tion, than to the Omniscieut Jehovah 
ina prayer. God is at all times per- 
iectly acquainted with our situation, 
and knows what things we have need 
of before we ask him. Ifa family, 
in an afflicted and suffering state, 
were to be prayed for, I should not 
think it nevessary to a well adapted 
prayer, that the particular kind of af- 
fliction with which they were visited 
should be described ; or that every 
inember of the family should be sepa- 
rately alluded to. Or, if a man 
should have the misfortune to break 
his leg, or be dangerously bitten by a 
serpent, | should not think it necessa- 
ry in offering up a prayer for him, to 
mention either of these circumstan- 
ves 3 but should suppose his situation 
sufficiently embraced by the general 
terms of affliction and distress. ‘Lhe 
design of public prayer is not to in- 
struct the congregation, much less to 
give the Almighty any new informa- 
tion: but that our hearts by this de- 
vout exercise may be better qualified 
to receive his grace, who is always 
snore ready to hear, than we to pray ; 
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and who is wont to give more than 
either we desire or deserve.” 

Such is the connection in which the 
anecdote stands, which the writer in 
the Christian Spectator thinks so ob- 
jectionable. How far he has suc- 
ceeded in accomplishing his object, 
(if it can be ascertained what was his 
object) the reader must determine. 
Something very excellent must have 
been discovered in the piece, or it 
could not have been admitted into the 


above named work, with such palpa- 
ble detects. M. R. 


-_—— 


COWPER’S LETTERS. 
(Continued from page 469.) 


TO THE REV. WILLIAM UNWIN. 
May 1, 1781. 
My Dear Friend, 

Your mother says I must write, 
and must admit of no apology; I 
might otherwise plead, that | have 
nothing to say, that | am weary, that 
I am dull, that it would be more con- 
venient, therefore, for you, as wellas 
for myself, that I should let it alone : 
but all these pleas, and whatever 
pleas besides, either disinclination, in- 
dolence, or necessity, might suggest, 
are over-ruled, as they ought to be, 
~ moment a ‘lady adduces her irre- 

fragable argument, you must. You 
se still, however, one comfort left, 
that w hat I must write, you may, or 
may not read, just as it shall please 
you; unless Lady Anne, at your el- 
bow, should say, you seus read it, 
and then, like a true knight, you will 
obey without looking for a remedy 

In the press, and speedily will be 
published, in one volume octavo. price 
three shillings, Poems, by William 
Cowper, of the Inner Temple, Esq. 
You may suppose, by the sive of the 
publication, that the greatest part of 
them have been long kept secret, be- 
cause you yourself have never seen 
them ; but the truthis, that they are 
most of them, except what you have 
in your possession, the produce of the 
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last winter. ‘I wo thirds of the com- 
pilation will be occupied by four pte- 
ces, the first of which sprung up in 
the month of December, and ihe last 
ofthem inthe monthof March. They 
contain, [ suppose, in all about two 
thousand five hundred lines; are 
known, or to be known in due time, 
by the names of ‘Table Talk—'The 
Progress of Errour—Truth—fxpos- 
tulation. Mr. Newton writes a pre- 
face, and Johnson is publisher. ‘The 
principal, | may say the only reason, 
why 1 never mentioned to you, till 
now, an afiair which I am just going 


to make known to all the world, (if 


that Mr. All-the-world should think 
it worth his knowing.) has been this : 
that till within these few days I had 
not the honour to know it myself. 
This may seem strange but itis trae, 
for not knowing where to find under- 
writers, who would choose to insure 
them, and not finding it convenient to 
a purse like mine, to run any hazard, 
even upon the credit of my own in- 
genuity, [ was very much in doubt, 
for some weeks, whether any book- 
seller would be willing to subject 
himself to an ambiguity, that might 
prove very expensive in case of a 
bad market. But Johnson has hero- 
ically set all peradventures at defi- 
ance, and takes the whole charge up- 
on himself. So out Lcome. JI shall 
be glad of my translations from Vin- 
cent Bourne, in your next frank. My 
ruse will lay herself at your feet im- 
mediately on her first public appear- 
ance. 
Yours, my dear friend, 
ws €, 
TO THE REV. WILLIAM UNWIN. 
May 10,1781. 
My dear Friend, 
it is Friday: I have just drunk 
tea, and just perused your letter; and 


though this answer fo it cannot set off 


till Sunday, FE obey the warm impulse 
i feel, which will not permit to post- 
pone the business til! tle regular time 
ef writing. 

[ expected you would be grieved: 
f you had not been so, those sensibil- 


ities, which attend you on every other 
occasion, must have left you upon 
this. I am sorry, that I have given 
you pain, but not sorry that you have 
felt it. A concern of that sort would 
be absurd, because it would be to re- 
gret your friendship for me, and to 
be dissatisfied with the effect of it, 
Allow yourself, however, three min. 
utes only for re flection, and your pen- 
ctration must necessarily dive into the 
motives of my conduct. In the first 
place, and by way of preface, re- 
member that I do not (whatever your 
*partiality may incline you to do) ac- 
count it of much consequence to any 
friend of mine, whether he is or is not 
employed by me upon such an occa- 
sion. But all affected renunciations 
of poetical merit apart, and all unaf. 
fected expressions of the sense I have 
of my own littleness in the poetical 
character too, the obvious and only 
reason why I] resorted to Mr. New- 
ton, and not to my friend Unwin was 
this ;—that the former lived in Lon- 
don, the latter at Stocks; the forme 
was upon the spot, to correct the 
press, to give instructions respecting 
any sudden alterations, and to settle 
with the publisher every thing that 
might possibly occur in the course of 
such a business ;—tlie latter could no! 
be applied to for these purposes, with 
out what I thought would be a mani- 
fest encroachment on his kindness : 
because it might happen that the 
troublesome office might cost him 
now and then a journey, which it was 
absolutely impossible for me to en- 
dure the thought of. 

When [ wrote to you for the cop- 
ies you have seni me, I told you J 
was making a collection, but not with 
a design to publish. There is noth- 
ing truer than that at that time, I had 
not the smallest expectation of send- 
ing a voluine of poems to the press. 
[ had several sinall pieces, that might 
amuse, but f would not, when I pub- 
lish, make the amusement of the read- 
er ny only object. When the win- 
ter depr ived me of other employ- 
meuts, I began to compose, and see- 
ing six or seven months before me. 
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which would naturally afford me 
much leisure for such a purpose, i 
undertook a piece of some length 5 
that finished, another; and so on, till 
{ had amassed the number of lines I 
mentioned in my last. 

Believe me what you please, but 
not that Iam indifferent to yeu, or 
your friendship for me, on any occa- 
sion. | 

Yours, W.C. 
TO THE REV. JOHN NEWTON. 
May 23, 1781. 
My dear Friend, 

Tf the writer’s friends have need of 
patience, how much more the writer ! 
Your desire to see my muse in pub- 
lic, and mine to gratify you, must 
both suffer the mortification of delay 
—I expected that my trumpeter would 
have informed the world by this time, 
of all that is needful for them to know 
upon such an occasion ; and that an 
advertising blast, blown through eve- 
ry newspaper, would have said— 
‘The poet is coming.’ But man, es- 
pecially maa that writes verse, is 
born to disappointments, as surely as 
printers and booksellers are born to 


be the most dilatory and tedious of 
all creatures. The plain English ot 


this magnificent preamble is, that the 
season of publication is just elapsed, 
that the town is going into the coun- 
try every day, and that my book can- 
not appear tiil they return, that is to 
say, not till next winter. ‘This mis- 
fortune, however, comes not without 
its attendant advantage; I shall now 
have, what I should not otherwise 
have had, an opportunity to correct 
the press ‘myself : no smal! advantage 
upon any occasion, but especially ‘im- 
portant, where poetry is concerned ! 
A single erratum may kvock out the 
brains of a whole passage, and that 
perhaps, which of all others the un- 
fortunate poet is the most prond of. 
Add to this, that now and thev, there 
is to be found, in a printing house, a 
presumptuous intermeddler, who will 
fancy himself a poet too, and, what 
is still worse, a better than he that 
employs him. The consequence is, 


that with cobbling and tinkering, and 
patching on here and there a shred of 
his own, he makes such a difference 
between the original and the copy, 
that an author cannot know his ofn 
work again. Now, as I choose to be 
responsible for nobody’s dullness but 
my own, | ama little comforted, when 
I reflect, that it will be in my power 
to prevent all such impertinence, and 
yet not without vour assistance. It 
will be quite necessary, that the cor- 
respondence between me and John- 
son should be carried on without the 
expense of postage, because proof 
sheets would make double or treble 
letters, which expense, as in every in- 
stance it must occur twice, first when 
the packet is sent, and again when it 
is returned, would be rather tncon- 
venient to me, who, as you perceive, 
am forced to live by my wits, and to 
him, who hopes to get a little matter 


no doubt by the same means. Half 


a dozen franks, therefore, to me, and 
totidem to him, will be singularly ac- 
ceptable, if you can, without feeling it 
in any respect a trouble, procure 
them for me. 

I am much obliged to you for your 


offer to support me in a translation of 


Bourne. It is but seldom, however, 
and never except for my amusement, 
that I translate; because I find it dis- 
agreeable to w ike by another man’s 

pattern ; ; I should at least be sure to 
find it so in a business of any length. 


Again, that is epigrammatic and witty 


in Latin, which would be perfectly 
tsipid in English, and a translator oi 
Bourne would frequently find himselt 
obliged to supply what is called the 
turn, which is in fact the most difli- 
cult, and the most expensive part oi 
the whole composition, and couid not, 
perhaps, in many instances, be done 
with any tolerable success. [fa Lat- 
in poem is neat, elegant and musical. 
it is enough—but English readers are 
not so easily satisfied. ‘To: quote my- 
self, you will find, in comparing the 
jac kdaw with the original, that I was 
it ee to sharpen a point, which, 
though smart enough in the Latin, 
wonld, in English, have appeared a 
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plain and as blunt as the tag of a 
lace. I tove the memory of Vinny 
Bourne. I think him a better Latin 
poet than ‘Tibullus, Propertius, Au- 
sonius, or any of the writers in has 
way, except Ovid, and not at all in- 
ferior to Aim. Llove him too witha 
love of partiality, because he was 
usher of the fifth form at Westmin- 
ster, when [ passed through it. He 
was so good natured, and so indolent, 
that 1 lost more than | got by him ; 
for he made me as idle as himself. 
He was sucha sloven, as if he had 
trusted to his genius as a cloak for 
every thing that could disgust you in 
his person; and indeed in his wri- 
tings, he has almost amends for all. 
His humour is entirely original—he 
can speak of a magpie or a Cat, in 
terms so exquisitely appropriated to 
the character he draws, that one 
would suppose him animated by the 
spirit of the creature he describes. 
And with all his drollery, there is a 
inixture of rational, and even reli- 
gious reflection, at times, and always 
an air of pleasantry, good-nature, and 
humanity, that makes him, in my 
mind, one of the most amiable wri- 
ters in the world. It is not common 
to meet with an author, who can 
make you smile, and yet at nobody’s 
expense; who is always entertaining, 
and yet always harmless, and who, 
though always elegant and classical, 
to a degree not always found in the 
classics themselves, charms more by 
the simplicity, and playfulness of his 
ideas, than by the neatness and puri- 
ty of his verse; yet such was poor 
Vinny. I remember seeing the Duke 
of Richmond set fire te his greasy 
jocks, and box his ears to put it out 
again. 

Since [ have begun to write long 
poems, I seem to turn up my nose 
at the idea of a short one. I have 
lately entered upon one, which if ev- 
er finished, cannot easily be compris- 
ed in much less than a_ thousand 
‘ines! But this must make part of a 
second publication, and be accom- 
panied, in due time, by others not 
vet thoneht of: for it seems ‘whar I 


did not know til the bookseller hag 
occasion to tell me so) that single 
pieces stand no chance, and that 
nothing less than a volume will go 
down. You yourself afford me « 
proot of the certainty of this intelli. 
gence, by sending me franks, which: 
nothing less than a volume can fill, 
| have accordingly sent you one, but 
am obliged to add, that had the wind 
been in any other point of the com- 
pass, or blowing as it does from the 
east, had it been less boisterous, you 
must have been contented with a 
much shorter letter, but the abridg- 
ment of every other occupation is 
very favourable to that of writing. 

Lam glad I did not expect to hear 
from you by this post, for the boy 
has lost the bag in which your letter 
must have been inclosed—another 
reason for my prolixity ! 

Yours affectionately, 
W. C. 
TO THE REV. WILLIAM UNWIN. 
May, 1781. 
My dear Friend, 

I believe 1 never vive you trouble 
without feeling more than I give; sc 
much by way of preiace and apol- 
ogy ! 

Thus stands the case—Jolhnson has 
begun to print, and Mr. Newton bas 
already corrected the first sheet.— 
This unexpected despatch makes it 
necessary for me to furnish mysel! 
with the means of cominunicatior. 
viz. the franks, as soon as may be 
There are reasons, (I believe 1 men- 
tioned them in my last) why I choos« 
to revise the proof myself—neverthe- 
less, if your delicacy must sufier th 
puncture of a pin’s point, in procur- 
ing the franks for me, I release you 
entirely from the task, you are as fret 
as if I had never mentioned them. 
But you will oblige me by a speeds 
answer upon this subject, because it 
is expedient that the printer should 
know to whom he is to send his 
copy; and, when the press is once 
set, those humble servants of the 
poets, are rather impatient of any 
delay, because the types are wantee 
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for other authors, who are equally 
impatient to be born 

‘This fine weather I suppose, sets 
you op horseback, and allures the la- 
dies into the garden. If I was at 
Stock, | should be of their party ; 
and wi hil they sat knotting or net- 
ting, in the shade, should comfort 
myself with the thought, that [ had 
not a beast under me, whose walk 
would seem ge whose trot would 
jumble me, and whose gallop might 
throw me intoaditeh. What nature 
expressly designed me for, I have 
never been able to conjecture, [seem 
to myself so universally disqualified 
cor the common, and customary oc- 
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cupations and amusements of man- 
kind. When I wasa boy, I excel- 
led at cricket and foot-ball, but the 
fame I acquired by achievements that 
way, is long since forgotten, and I do 
not know that I have made a figure 
in any thing since. I am sure, how- 
ever, that she did not design me for 
a horseman, and that if all men were 
of my mind, there would be an end 
of all jockeyship forever. Tam rath- 
er straitened for time, and not very 
rich in materials, therefore, with our 


joint love to you all, conclude my- 


sell, 
Yours ever, W.. 
(Lo be continued. ) 








Fieview of Rew Wublications. 


4 Discourse delivered before the 
General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States 
of America, on the opening of 
their session in 1820: by John H. 
Rice, D. D. Moderator :—Phila- 
delphia, 182 


l'ew occasicns are more deeply in- 
eresting than those, which convene 
the ministers of Jesus Christ to hear 
the gospel preached, and to receive 
hat instruction, personal and profes- 
sional, from which, by their avoca- 
tions, they are for the most part ex- 
cluded. These occasionel opportu- 
nities are the more interesting, as the 
faithful performance of ministerial 
daty touches all the springs of do- 
mestic comfort, of national prosperi- 
ty, and of eternal life; whilst sloth, 
tndiseretion, and crime in the minis- 
try produce, in time, evils unuttera- 
ble, which will roll through eternity, 
their accumulated tide. 

lu the present instance, the preach- 
er was surrounded by the representa- 
tion of one of the largest denomina- 
tions of Christians in the United 
States 5 extending over three fourths 
of the nation, and embodying no 
small proportion of her science, 
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wealth, and moral influence ; as wel! 
as by delegates from all the kindred 
ecclesiastical bodies in New-England. 
It must we think have furnished in- 
spiration to the speaker, as it has cer- 
tainly imparted joy to us, to think 
that every emanation of light, might 
shine through the nation, and every 
moral impulse given, might be felt be- 
nignly to her remotest bounds. 

‘The situation of the preacher was, 
as we understand, rendered peculiarly 
critical, by a collision of sentiment, 
affecting nearly equal portions of the 
General Assembly, and threatening 


an explosion, which might have scat- 
tered to the winds, the fragments of 


her fair fabric. It was to extinguish 
sparks, that might have set on fire 
the course of nature, that the author 
hasteued to the scene of danger, and 
never, we believe, did peace-makers 
labour with more complete success. 
‘The discourse, we are authorized tc 
say, was heard with profound atten- 
tion, with deep interest, and undivi- 
ded approbation: an interest which, 
we believe, will not soon be forgotten, 
and an approbation which, as on the 
spot, so through the lapse of years, 
will serve, we trust, to guard the 
members of that important body, 
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against the reappearance of a similar 
evil. 

As we consider the discourse of 
general application, and as it touches 
upon some of the most interesting 
topics of thought on which we have 
wished to spe ak to the chure hes, we 
shall furnish more copious extracts, 
and indulge in more extended re- 
marks, than might, otherwise, seem 
to be demanded by a single discourse. 

The text isin Rom. xiv. 19. “ Let 
us. therefore, follow after the things 
which make for peace; and things 
wherewith one may edify another.” 
Vhis text, concisely explained, brings 
the preacher to an nnmediate appli- 
cation of the duty which it meulcates 
to the General Assembiy, in the ex- 
tract which follows: 


Tt is our duty as members of this Gene- 
ral Assembly to follow after things that 
make for peace, and things whereby one 
may edify. another. 

Obligation to perform a duty, implies 
obligation to avoid all that would hinder 
its perform: ince, or prevent the effect con- 
templated. ‘This is too obvious to require 
proof. It may be remarked however that 
the admirable art of peace-making and 
peace-preserving, depends ina great de- 
gree on this negative virtue of abstaining. 
Now as we are members of an ecclesias- 
tical council, loaded with a most weighty 
responsibility, bound to promote the peace 
and general welfare of the church, may it 
not be profitable to Jook a little into hu- 
man nature, and a little into the history of 
the church, that we may have plainly be- 
tore us what things we ought to avoid, and 


thus keep continual watch over ourselves ? 


Itis taken for granted that this design is 
not unsuitable to the present oce asion, Or 
misbecoming the preacher in the station 
which he is this day called to occupy. 
With this assurance, Lremark, 

I. In the first place, that in the councils 
ot former times the members seem to have 
often been forgettal at their weakness, 
and their liability ¢ ‘or. Meeting as 
representatives of the’ enerch, and feeling 
strong in numbers and in delegated pow- 
er, they were ready to suppose themselves 
mvested with a degree at wisdom which 
by no means belo sf d to them, and set 
up claims for knowledge which = they 
could not sustain, "These hich and over- 
weenie pretensions bave wrought un- 
speakable mischiet in the Christian so- 
ciety.—pp. 5, 0. 


All this we regard as precisely 
true, and loudiy monitery to the min- 


isters of Jesus Christ, when called to 
sit in ecclesiastical councils. © No 
minister of Jesus, advanced in life. 
can we believe, review his course, 
without humbling evidence of his own 
liability to err, and in cases too, where 
he felt most confident of the correct. 
ness of his argument, er of the sound. 
ness of his judgment. We would 
only inquire, while, in the sight of al! 
men, we receive meekly this hom- 
bling admonition, whether the evil of 
self sufficiency and fallibility united, 
is peculiar to deliberative bodies o; 
the clergy; or an infelicity of our 
common nature, apparent in ail de. 
liberative associations, political, med- 
ical and philosophical; and would 
only crave to be exempt from the 
sneers so liberally bestowed upon ec- 
clesiastical councils, until an order of 
met can be found, so wise as to be in- 
fallible, and so self-diffident, as never 
to think more highly of their associa- 
ted wisdom than they ought. We 
beg leave also to caution our readers 
against the too ready assumption, 
that, because ecclesiastical councils 
are not infallibly right, they are of 
course infallibly and universally 
wrong; a species of logic not unfre- 
quently applied to ecclesiastical coun- 
cils at the present day, but which 
would sweep away, as nuisances, not 
councils of ministers only, but coun- 
cils of physicians, literary societies 
aud even civil government itself. 
Least of all, do we perceive a rea- 
son, for attaching to councils com- 
posed of pastors and lay delegates, 
without wealth, or secular influence, 
those iniernal designs, dispositions 
and mischiefs, which sprang from bar- 
Darian ignorance, and the feudal sys- 
tem, at the same time that civil des- 
potism, originating from the same 
canses trod in the dust the civil 
rightsof man. Butif there does ex- 
ist, in these United States, a design 
upon the rights of the churches, and 
a readiness to enlist the civil arm to 
vacate their charters, and despoil 
them of their goods, we should feel 
constrained to fix our suspicions upon 
a class of men, if such there could be 
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found, who denounced concert, while 
they marched on i solid column : 
whose words were sweeter, than but- 
ter, while war was in their hearts ; 
were smoother than oil, while yet 
they were drawn swords ; whose mon- 
jtory voice against Popery was never 
silent, but whose plans, if accom- 
plished, would leave to evangelical 
churches, neither rights, nor name, 
nor memorial; to whom submission 
would be death peacemeal, and re- 
sistance sudden death, should their 
tender mercies frame and administer 
the laws of the land. 

The love of distinction and influence 
is another evil which, as the preacher 
interprets ecclesiastical history, has 
had a disastrous effect upon the peace 
of the church of God. ‘The insidi- 
ous nature of, this sin as it may beset 
the wise and good, is admirably il- 
lustrated in the following extract. 


The only influence that can be exercis- 
ed among us, the only distinction that we 
can attain, is precisely that, which men 
edu .ed apart from the world and by pro- 
fession separated from its noise and its 
bustle, and taught to aim at high intellect- 
ual and moral improvement, would be 
most likely fo covet and pursue —the in- 
fluence which master spirits exercise over 
their associates, the distinction of ac- 
knowledged eminence in genius, and 
learning ; and perhaps we ought to add, 
in piety. Forsuch is poor human nature, 
that not unfrequently there are the ming- 
lings of pride and vanity, with our very 
piety and humility. 

Perhaps there is peculiar danger of seff- 
deception here, and of the allowed indul- 
gence of this ambitious desire. ‘There isa 
deference due tothe truly good and great, 
which when shown, we can easily cou- 
ceive to be very acceptable. Certainly, 
too, it greatly facilitates the execution of 
their purposes of comprehensive benevo- 
lence, of their noble schemes for promo- 
ting the glory of God, and the good of 
man. Thus far, its effects, beyond a 
doubt, are salutary. Secarcely, too, cana 
spectacle of greater moral sublimity be 
presented to our view, than that of a man, 
who by his genius and learning has ac- 
quired a mastery over the understandings 
of others, and by his goodness has gained 
their confidence, swaying them to purpos- 
fs, and rousing them to the aecomplish- 
ment of designs, which all the truly good 
in the universe approve, and God Al- 
mighty himself sanctions. It is not at.all 
‘vanderfal that such infinenee chonld he 





the object of desire; that high-minded 
and generous men should seek to obtain it 
But how easy is it, for the greater facility 
in doing good to be the ostensible motive, 
while either in whole or in part, the pleas- 
ure of influence is the true reason why we 
seek it.—pp. 6, 7. 


The subject of this paragraph is 
one upon which we have pondered 
often, with deep solicitude and un- 
feigned regret; over which, we have 
found it impracticable to throw the 
veil entirely, and from which, we 
have not felt assured that we could re- 


move it without injury to the cause of 


Christ. We are, however, satisfied, 
that the subject has been presented 
to the public eye, and, as we think, 
with singular discretion and good feel- 
ing.  leclesiastical ambition has 
long been the topic of infidel invec- 
tive, and the theme of the drunkard’s 
song. But we are persuaded that the 
time has come, when it should be 
subjected to sober and christian an- 
imadversion. But, before indulging 
in the remarks which we intend to 
make, we would repel an assertion, 
as unfounded as it is injurious to 
the cause of Christ: the assertion, 
that a love of distinction is pre-em- 
inently the sin of the clergy. That 
in them it is a sin of peculiar aggra- 
vation, and contrasted with the meek- 
ness of Christ appears pre-eminently 
odious, is admitted. But when we 
explore the page of history, ancient 
and modern, and find upon it little 
beside the history of secular ambition, 
variously modified ; when we explore 
the camp, the navy, the halls of sci- 
ence and of legislation, and even the 
sanctuary of justice, and witness eve- 
ry where the throbbines of the same 
fever, and the paroxysm of the same 
madness of the heart; we can assign 
no adequate cause why the odium of 
a loathsome disease, with which the 
whole creation has groaned, and 
travailed in pain until now, should be 
thrown exclusively upon the ministry 
of Christ, were it not for the reason 
which Jesus Christ himself assigned : 
‘If ye were of the world, the world 
would Jove his own; but because ye 
are nat of the world. bot T have cho» 
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sen you out of the world, therefore, 
the world hateth you.” We admit 


that, in the dark ages, the ambition of 


the world flowed through the church. 
But it was because the church had 
become the world, and had ceased to 
be the church of God. And we have 
always supposed that the wicked 
would do wickedly, and that those 
who are carnal only, whatever their 
profession might be, would act “like 
iInan.” 

We think it pertinent also to re- 
mind our readers, that the sin of cleri- 
cal ambition, is peculiar to no denom- 
ination of Christians, or to any form 
of church government. Under that 
form, which was devised. as some 
suppose, by divine wisdom, to shut 
out ambition by constituting an ac- 
knowledged supremacy in the church, 
the consequence has been, at one 
time, universal despotism, and always 
a restlessness of ambition, propor- 
tioned to the magnitude of the prize 
held out for competition. Nor has 
the medium of ministerial parity and 
hierarchical prerogative, nor even the 
extreme of absolute independency, 
succeeded to restore a perpetual tran- 
guillity in the church. Indeed, after 
leaving the region of chartered pre- 
eminence, ambition herself could net, 
we believe, select a spot more favour- 
able to the accomplishment of her de- 
signs, than that field where no land- 
marks limit her encroachments, and 
no mounds oppose her inundations. 

When we first read the preceding 
extracts, illustrating the insidious in- 
fluence of ambition upon good men, 
we were tempted to say: * Let him 
that heareth understand.” But re- 
membering that our heart too is de- 
ceitful and wicked, we felt ourselves 
called upon rather to repeat the ques- 
tion of the disciples: ** Lord, is it Er’ 
Whether the inquiry resulted in eur 
acquittal or seif-condemmation, we 
need not disclose; but the following 
questions by which we thought prop- 
er to try our own hearts, we do not 
desire to conceal. 


Are we ready to every good 


work, though our agency may be un- 











[Ocr 


known, or so blended with that of. 
others, as to afford us no pre-emi- 
nence of praise ? 

2. Are we as ready to espouse 
plans of benevolence originated by 
others, as to bring to maturity our 
own? Or must we be cheated into 
the belief that we were first in the 
enterprise, or at least, “ Primi inte: 
pares,” before our benevolence can 
move P : 

3. Are we as ready to engage in 
works of humble, unostentatious use- 
fulness, whose praise is of God, as in 
those that reap the meed of worldly 
applause P 

4. Are we fearful that some one 
will take too much upon him, of la- 
bour for Christ? Or feeling our ina- 
bility to do as much as the love of 
Jesus would constrain us to do, does 
it give us joy to perceive any dispos- 
ed and able to do more than we ? 

3S. Can we hear with complacen- 
cy the commendations of another, 
and not exact the drawbacks of his 
imperfections 

6. Do we rejoice in the opening 
talents of the young, and feel dispos- 
ed to accelerate the rising of other 
suns, though destined in their pro- 
gress to eclipse our own f 

But after all, should our remarks 
close here, we feel that we should 
make an impression upon the minds 
of our readers which would be the 
effect of over-statement and false ac- 
cusation. Judging from our own ob- 
servation, we have come to the con- 
clusion that there is no class of men 
who are more unambitious, or whe 
are less vexed with the intrusions of 
envy, than the ministers of Christ, 
whom we have had the happiness to 
know, and with whom it has been our 
lot to labour ia his vineyard ; none 
among whom is found more sincere, 
or more ardent affection, or efficient, 
disinterested co-operation for promot. 
ing the glory of God aud the good of 
nian. We could name Consociations 
and Presbyteries, in which, for many 
years, the most perfect friendship and 
harmony of counsels and action. has 
prevailed : aad we could add to these, 
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the meetings, for matly years. of Gen- 
eral Associations and General Assem- 
plies, in which not a root of bitterness 
was found, and not a discordant note 
was struck. We do verily believe 
that the exile from the church of a 
smaller number than were excluded 
from the camp of Israel for leprosy, 
would cause the peace of the church 
to be as a river, and her salvation as 
a lamp that burneth. 

A third cause of annoyance to the 
peace of the church, noticed by the 
writer, is party spirit. This evil, in 
its origin and consequences, is illus- 
trated in the following paragraphs. 


Parties have been raised in the church 
in various ways. The love of influence 
and distinction has often produced this 
unhappy effect. Ecclesiastical history 
furnishes many examples of the following 
kind. A man possessing many good qual- 
ities and much zeal, wishes to ‘be greatly 
useful; and at the same time secretly, 
perhaps, and unawares to himself, he is 
not unwilling to enjoy the credit of some 
new and notable discovery in religion. 
He sets to work, and soon constructs a 
scheme: enamoured of his own produc- 
tion, and identifying it with the interests 
of truth and the welfare of the church, he 
is zealous to make proselytes. It is not at 
all dificult thus to succeed, and gain some 
little distinction. Another aims at the 
same thing by professing unusual zeal for 
the good old way. A third sets afloat a 
reconciling plan; or con tructs a scheme 
different both from the old and the new. 
And thus a number of small parties have 
yisen up inthe ebhurch, to perplex plain 
people, who simply wish to know what 
they must do to be saved; to disturb the 
harmony of the ecclesiastical councils ; 
and prevent unity of purpose and co-ope- 
ration in the great designs for which such 
assemblies are held. Men bound to fol- 
low the thiags that make for peace, should 
be on their guard against these disquieting 
Vanities, and set themselves steadfastly 
against a spirit of party. For the most 
part these are things that ac quire impor- 
tance trom direct opposition., ‘This grati- 
fies the love of distinction, and urges to 
greater activity and zeal. Let the man 
alone, and he and his scheme soon die, 
and are forgotten. When one sees that 
he attracts no notice, be will soon become 
ured of efforts taade xpressly for the pur- 
pose of attracting nolice, aud give over 
his unprofitable labour. 

While adverting to what are called new 
discoveries in religion, it way be as well 
oO repeat an old remark, that none are to 
be expected. In the progress of human 


science, and of vital reiigion, (if, indeed, 
there is, in this last, any progress,) all that 
can reasonably be expected is, a better 
understanding of that system of doctrine, 

which has been received from the begin- 

ning. Or, perhaps, the idea will be better 
expressed by saying, that the progress of 
the human mind will, in its utmost a- 
chievements on this subject, disembarrass 
some parts of the system of divine trath, 
which have hitherto been encompassed 
with difficulties. A consideration of this 
truth, and a recollection of the unnumber- 
ed schemes that have been brought for- 
ward and maintained with all the warmth 
of partizan zeai, and then sunk, so that 
barely a name has been left, may well 
abate any rage for systematizing that may 
now prevail, and extinguish any high 
hopes that any may conceive in the pres- 
ent day, of prefixing their names to an Ism, 
which wil] last Leyond their own time.— 
pp. 8, 9. 


In reading these paragraphs, we 
have not been able to resist the im- 
pression that, in sketching the por- 
trait, the writer’s eye was fixed more 
immediately upon the modern, than 
the ancient page of ecclesiastical his- 
tory. It contais some striking out- 
lines of truth, touched a little with 
irony, and a little distorted by cari- 
cature. 

Upon the subject of original inves- 
tigation, the subject involved in the 
preceding remarks, we seem to our- 
selves to stand between the two ex-~ 
tremes of setting at naught, or of idol- 
izing antiquity ; of despising, or of 
ceiving implicit confidence to human 
authority. It certainly does not ap- 
pear to be a presumptive argument 
against a system of doctrines, that it 
has been received by a great majority 
of the most learned, wise, and pious 
men that have lived ; nor can we 
perceive that in order to courage and 
independent thought, it should be ne- 
cessary to dig up the foundations, and 
put out the lights of other ages, and 
blow the trampet of scorn over the 
dark desolation. We do not believe 
that from Paul to Augustine, from 
Augustine to Calvin, and from Calvin 
to Edwards, men of the greatest in- 
tellect, of the most ample knowledge, 
and ardent piety, have embraced a 
system of absurdities which a child 
might detect, and cherished blasphe- 
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mies, shocking to tie unholy and the 
profane. We should as soon think 
that we could not become philoso- 
phers, until, with ruthless hand, we 
had swept away the first principles in 
science, as to believe that we c cannot 
become original investigators of the 
bible, until we have poured contempt 
upon the faith and labours of the 
ereat and good of other ages. 

Nor do we perceive, amoung those, 
who proclaim, with such retiring 
modesty, ther emancipation from the 
thraldom of human opinions and 
creeds, any preeminence of intellec- 
tual vigour, or any valuable product 
of thought, of w hich it may be said, 
“Behold, this is new.” Nor have 
we been able to apprehend by what 
evidence the claim of emancipation 
from the influence of human authori- 
ty, is supported. We do not per- 
ceive but that Arius, Socinus, and 
Priestley, rule with as rigid a despo- 
tism, their tame spirited tollowers, as 
Calvin, or Edwards, are supposed 
to do their timid unthinking disci- 
ples. 

On the other hand, we can by no 
means maintain such a reverence for 
antiquity, or repose such implicit con- 
fidence in any men, or set of men, or 
give ourselves up to such partialities 
in behalf of our church, or favourite 
authors, as to preclude the original in- 
vestigation of every point we receive, 
unawed by any weight of character, 


or numbers, or by any sanctity of 


creeds. Weare the avowed advo- 
cates of original investigaiion, from 
one generation to another. We do 
not, to our knowledge, receive an ar- 
ticle of faith, which we bave not, for 
ourselves, examined, and received, 
because, to us, the evidence of its 
truth was satisfactory. We know of 
no doctrines, so true iu our estima- 
tion, and so sanctioned by the coucur- 
rent testimony of ages, as that we 
should dare to direct the student in 
divinity to comunit thein to memory, 
as truths to be received without ex- 
amination. As well when Newton 
died, might all investigation of the 
laws of nature have been proscribed. 
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Tae field of theological research, js 
immeasurable, and it fails not to the 
lot of an intellect, so limited as ‘thai 
of man, in surveying a subject so 
vast as that of theology,to understand 
the whole with absolute precision. 
and to give to every part its exaci 
place and proportion in the system. 
It is indispensable to improvement, 
that original investigation should go 
on; for it is scarcely possible tha: 
two minds should explore the same 
subject, from diflerent stations, ané 
through a different medium of inoral 
influence, without receiving each, 
some rays of light, which fell not up- 
ou the eye of the ale r, and detecting 
each some fallacy not detected by the 
other. It is especially important to 
examine those authors who wrote 
amid the confused noise of the battle; 
(and few have written well who did 
not write thus;) to ascertain, after 
the smoke and tumult have passed 
away, how they have laid their foun- 
dations, and how, if well Jaid, they 
nay be reduced to symmetry, and 
strengthened, as modern assaults shall 
disclose disproportions or unguarded 
points. Nor should we feel author- 
ized, as students in theology, to con- 
fine our reading to those authors ex- 
clusively, whose opinions are coincis 
dent with our own. Much less would 
we regard the efforts of pious and 
learned men. to explain the doctrines 
of the bible, as contemptible, or un- 
worthy of our perusal. Able and 
pious men cannot study the bible, as 
original investigators, without bring- 
ing out of that inexhaustible treasury 
things both new and old. [t has 
failen to the lot of no one philosopher 
to complete the circle of the sciences, 
but each has contributed his portion 
of light, as talents and circumstances 
have favoured. In like manner, it is 
believed that all christian siudents of 
the bible may cast into the treasury 
of the Lord some valuabie offerings 
which shall be employed, and poiat 
out some defects which shali be recti- 
fied, in the building of the last tem- 
ple. Original investigation, com- 
menced at the beginning af life, and 














PEGS Brean 


Rates AT 


i820. | 


continued to its close, is, we believe, 
the only means of maintaining in the 
ministry that intellectual vigour, and 
soundness of faith, which are alike 
important to the defetice and success 
of the gospel. The commitment to 
memory of other men’s argumetits, 
and the reading and receiving upon 
trust, what the great masters have 
said, may produce heads learnedly 
filled with other men’s ideas; but 
original investigation only, the actual 
thinking for one’s self, 
hoasting of vt, will produce that vig- 
our of jutellect, which enables the 
student to melt the mass in his own 
crucible, and stamp upon it the image 
and superscription of his own mind. 
Is it feared that a spirit of innova- 
tion will tread hard upon the foot- 
steps of original investigation ? Why 
sould this be apprehended < Is not 
the —_ consistent withitselfr I[s it 
not plain; and if any man lack wis- 
dom, and ask it of God, will he not 
receive it? Why then should the prop- 
er study of the bible produce diversi- 
ties of doctrines? It is the study of 
the bible at second hand, or the con- 
sulting of reason and inclination, in- 
stead of the bible, which multiplies 
aud will perpetuate conflicting opin- 
ions, until this method of forming 
opluions is superseded by a primary 


application to the true fountain of 


We know what effects 
were produced by the sequestration 
ofthe bible, and the substitution of 
the decisions of the church to prevent 
schism and maintain unity of faith, and 
we have witnessed when the bible 
returned, (the exiled sun to his own 


knowles Ige. 


neavens,) the unparalleled unity of 


faith which prevailed in the protestant 
churches. The reason is obvious. 
tach student, from Luther onward, 
‘ook up the bible as the first book. 
Weary with exploring fathers, and 
he decisions of councils; each repair- 
vd to the bible, to ascertain what was 
irae, and all understood, and preach- 
od, and wrote alike. ‘To this day, 
iheir standards of doctrine remain 
mid the ruins of apostasy, memorials 
*o the world of what men believed 


instead of 
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when the bible dictated their creed, 
and of what they willagam with equal 
harmony believe, when the same 
blessed book shall be explored and 
obeyed in the same manner. Until 
this is dene, cach denomination, guid- 
ed by its favourite authors, will read 
the bible without advance or approxt- 
mation.  Butin proportion as the bi- 
ble returns to its place of primary in- 
fluence, all pious students will find 
themselves converging to the same 
points, seeing eve to eye, and lifting 
up the voice toge ther. 

If we believed that the original in- 
vestigation of the scriptures would 
modity essentially the doctrines of the 
retormation, we would still recom- 
mend it: ‘* For the bible, the bible, 
we say, contains the religion of Prot- 
estants.”” Bat that such will be the 
result, we can have no apprehension. 
as long as we perceive every attempt 
at a departure from these doctrines 
environed with difficulties of transla- 
tion, increasing at every step, unti! 
excision becomes necessary to clear 
the way,—a work wearisome to the 
pioneer, who when he has cut his 
way through in the pride of scholar- 
ship, gives back to Calvin the mean 
ing ot the text, while in the hardi- 
hood of unbelief he denies its inspira- 
tion. 

While therefore we believe with 
our author that no new fundamental 
truths will be discovered, and none 
now regarded as such be set aside by 
the stady of the bible, we do confi- 
dently anticipate that these doctrines 
will yet be disencumbered of difficui- 
ties which have attended them, and 
will be better understood. We ars 
satisfied, however, that the time has 
eome when the standard of the re- 
formation should be reared, and the 
trumpet of the reformation blown, to 
assemble for mutual defence, Chris- 
tians of every denomination who re- 
card the doctrines of the reformation 
as a suinmary of the faith once delis 
ered to the saints ; and whatever pai 
tialilies we may have for those mode: 
of explanation and defence to which: 
we have been accustomed, we ary 
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ready, heart and soul, io unite in the 


defeuce of the “‘ common doctrines of 


Christianity that were handed down 
by the Apostles aud received at the 
reformation.” if we do not feel less 


than we have done the importance of 


our owu peculiar views, we feel un- 
speakably more than we have done, 
the importance of uniting with all 
who love our Lord, tor the preserva- 
tion of our common. christianity. 
And should the selfishness, or pride, 
or honest zeal of evangelical men, in- 
duce them stili to contend, while the 
word and the providence of God call 
them to ‘ pursue the things that 
make for peace,’ we think it not 
improbable that in his just displeas- 
ure, God may let loose upon them 
enemies who will neither spare nor 
pity, but will scourge them to the 
standard of the reformation, and com- 
pel them to contend earnestly and in 
concert for the faith once delivered to 
the saints. 

But whether we are driven by 
compulsion or drawn by charity, the 
bond of perfectness, into the alliance 
defensive, there is one thing which 
must not be done. Neither in the 
haste of fear nor the arcour of love 
must it ever be conceded that all 
truths which are not fundamental may 
be waved tor the sake of peace, as of 
relatively trifling consequeuce. 

We kaow that it is not the opinion 
of our author that peace should be 
purchased by such a compromise, nor 
has he saidany thing which can justify 
such an inference 3 and yet while his 
eye and his heart were intently fixed 
on the work of peace, a few expres- 
sious have dropped from his pen 
which we feel disposed to guard with 
a lithe more care than his time aud 
immediate object would allow. 

There are doubtless * disquieting 
vanities’ introduced sometimes into 
religious controversies, but we féel 
entirely persuaded that this 1s not the 
epithet which the writer of this dis- 
course intended to bestow upon those 
difierences of opinion which are 
known to exist in the Presbyterian 
ehureh 


There are useless questions, alsq 
sometimes in theological discussions, 
calculated only to “ perplex plain peo- 
ple, who simply wish to know wha: 
they must do to bé saved,” but the in- 
ference is no more to be admitted, 
than it was intended, that no discus. 
sions are important, which have not 
au immediate reference to the ques. 
tion what shall we do to be saved, or 
that no points of doctrine, are impor- 
tant the discussion of which might not 
immediately edify, and might even 
perplex plain people. 

‘The treatise of Edwards on the 
Will, might perplex plain people, but 
it has long stood and will ever stand 
a bulwark against the encroachments 
of errour. | 

“There are minglings of pride and 
vanity in good men,” and it may be 
difficult to prove, that any one has not 
been knowingly or secretly influenced 
in his studies and publications, by the 
desire of distinction. But while men 
sustain a ceputation for ardent piety 
and unafiected humility, are men ot 
prayer, and intense application, are 
possessed of vigorous minds and are 
devoted to original investigation, we 
think that the fact itself, that they 
have advanced something new, should 
not be regarded as affording sufficient 
evidence to justify the imputation o! 
their being actuated by a desire of hu- 
man applause. 

While therefore we would wateh 
with jealous eye, against the affec 
tations of novelty and would lay the 
lash with unsparing hand upon a spir- 
it of vainglorious innovation; yet we 
perceive not how the doctrines of the 
reformation can be disencumbered, 
and better understood, should we slig: 
matize, as the offspring of ambition, 
every new idea or mode of illustra 
tion, which may be adopted. 

We agree with a venerable and be- 
loved brother, whose eloquent de- 
fence of original investivation in his 
eulogy of the reformers, it gives us 
pleasure to quote— But brethren we 
should prove ourselves unworthy of 
of such an ancestry if under the pre- 
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‘ext of prizing their attainments we 
become indifierent about our own; Jif 
we lose their spirit while we boast of 
their names: much more. if falling 
short of their excellence we do not 
eydeavour to regain and supass it.— 
Magnanimous men! they not only 
cherished their light, but applied it to 
expose delusion and explore the paths 
ef forgotten truth. Far from being 
satisfied with previous reformation, 
they inquired if any corruption had 
been retained, any errour unnoticed, 
any duty overlooked, and exerted 
themselves to supply the defect both 
by condemning what was wrong, and 
by performing what was right. No 
favourite prepossessions, no invete- 
rate habits either appalled their cour- 
age, or paralized their efforts. No 
opinion can be more dishonourable or 
dangerous than this; that reforma- 
tion being already acuieved, we have 
nothing else to do but io tread quiet- 
ly onin the track of precedeiit. God- 
liness is not the nursling of tradition. 
if we have no better reason for our 
sentiments and practice, than that they 


were the sentiments and practice of 


our fathers before us. our religion is not 
4 rational but a mechanical service. 

“ Christianity allows no implicit 
faith except in the divine testimony. 
itis not enough that a point of doc- 
‘rine or worship has had the sanction 
of venerable names and ancient cus- 
tom. ‘These may command respect 
but can neither obligate conscience, 
nor relieve us from the trouble of ex- 
amining for ourselves, because there is 
no believing by proxy.’’* 

It is true that “ metaphysical subt- 
slties and impalpable distinctions 
of system making,” have sometimes 
intruded themselves into theological 
discussions. But we would guard 
against speaking of metaphysic al stu- 
dies, and accurate discrimination, in 
such a manner as might afford com- 
fort to undiscriminating dullness, com- 
placency to ignorant indolence, or re- 
lief to one so pressed by scripture and 
common sense, that he has no re- 
source remaining but to cry metaphys- 

* Dr. Mason. 
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: 
upon the mind. 


ics. As tothe “ minute differences 
which prevail among evangelical 
men,” while we believe that none ex- 
ist of such importance as to justify 
alienation, and prevent cordial fel- 
lowship, and co-operation, and none 
which would induce us to utter a whis- 
per, or lift a finger to prevent the set- 
tlement in our churches of a candi- 
date of fair fame, who might not think 
and express himself in our manner, 
still we can neither ask, nor grant, 
that these differences should be regar- 
ded as minute and of trifling conse- 
quence. 

it does not tous seem to follow 
that because a truth is not funda- 
mental it may not in certain circum- 
stances be as important, as a funda- 
mental doctrine, or that because no 
new fundamental doctrines remain to 
be discovered, that no new manner of 
explaining and defending them may 
not be attained, which shall greatly 
lessen their repellency and augment 
their force. 

Such is the depravity of the heart, 
that a trifling errour may create a 
prejudice, and arouse an opposition 
which shall exclude the entire light 
of the system of truth from the mind; 
the removal of which by the substitu- 
tion of truth, shall make the differ- 
ence in fact of the entire system.— 
A dark spot of small circumference 
may produce in this manner a total 
eclipse, while the same obstacle re- 
moved the entire flood of light bursts 
It is this considera- 
tion which attaches us to those au- 
thors in this part of the church, who 
are by some regarded as systent-ma- 
kers, and innovators, but whom we 
and our fathers have been accustom- 
ed to honour, as great, and wise, and 
good. Of these, there is not one 
whom we would call master, or for 
whose technicks in theology we would 
strenuously contend; none with whom 
onevery point we could entirely 
gree; none whose light as now ex- 
hibited by the living preacher is not 
softened and modified; and yet it is 
by the study of their writings, that we 
have obtained in some respects as i! 





- . 
Y nk“ Los 











vy . % 
+ 


Me ees 5 nal 
hal eae Vat e 1 


a? ve a x 
Bar i eee ts 


- tea as 
oe 


se 
ee 


of ge 



























































6 
































> eer ae ae ee 
i ows Fay rent Ae oy eee 
- — on! - ~- —— _ 

i - eins = ‘ S — - “tt “; 






































ee 


_ -— —— 
Ee - 


a 


“ os 
eae ee 

aes 

= 


VS 42 


eed 


i 
4 
¥ 
4) 
1 


— 





JSD Literary and Philosophical Intelligence. — i Ouy 


appears to us, a * better understand- 
ing of that system of doctrine which 
has been received from the beginning” 
aud that our minds are “ disembar- 
rassed of some difficulties which have 
attended them,” difficulties we must 
add, which being removed enable us 


to bring with increased power the 
sword of the Spirit upon the hearts o; 
men, attended, as we cannot but be. 
lieve in an emivent degree with the 
power of God unto salvation. 

(To be concluded. ) 
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Indover Theological Seminary.—The an- 
nual examination took place on the 27th 
of September. The following is the 
‘¢ Scheme of Exercises.” 


Department o literature—Junior 


sacred 

Class. 

Hesrew.—J. Cummings, F. 8. Gaylord, 
H. T. Kelly, J. Meriam, R. Mills, J. Rew, 
J. Rannie, W. Richards, D. G. Sprague, i. 
C. Wright. Grek. J. Abell, J. R. Bar- 
bour, J. Barton, S. Bradstreet, E. Brainerd, 
J. C Brigham, O. Catlin, J. Clancy, M. 
Clarke, F. Danforth, J. Hurlbut. 

DisskERYTATIONS. 

1. What consequences may be expected 
to follow, from the science of interpreta- 
tion being well understood by those, who 
are to expound the word of God? W. A. 
Hallock.—2. What are the peculiar traits, 
Which distinguish the Hebrew and its kin- 
dred dialects, from the accidental lan- 
guages of modern times? S. White.—3. 
Exe gesis ot Matth. 11.9; with remarks 
on the probabie nature of the star, Ww hich 
directed the Magi to the birth-piace of 
Christ. C. Downs. —4, On the nature and 
interpretation of parables. B. Green.—5. 
[isthe account of Christ’s temptation in 
the vospels, Intended to be umderstood as 
a fact, or as an allegory ¢ C. Cutler.—6. 
fn what manner are the principal circum- 
stances of the history of Christ’s lempta- 
tion to be explained, and what was proba- 
bly the design ot these occurrences? J. L. 
Hale.—7. On the anomalies of concord, 
in Hebrew Syntax, and the connexion 
which they have with the exegesis of the 
Scriptures. C. Hurd.—-8. W hat idea did 
the sacred writers mean to convey, by the 
use of the word Kurios ( Lord) in the New 
Testament; specially when this occurs in 
passages quoted from the Old ‘Testament ? 
A. D. Eddy.—9. What isa type. and w hat 
ave the proper limits of typical exegesis ? 
J. Fowler.— 10. Ou the Authropopathy of 
the 45th Psalm. R. Anderson.—11. On the 
mystical interpretation of the Scriptures: 
®. 5. Eaton. 


Christian Theology—Middle Class. 
1. Of what use ure miracles in religion ? 
D. C. Proctor.—2. On the moral evil 
chargeable on modern infidelity. J. Silli- 


man. —3. On the great end of the divine 
administration. H. Smith.—4. On the as 

cription of the paternal character to God. 
KE. Newhall.—5. What gave the death o: 
Christ the high value and efficacy attribu- 

ted to it in the Holy Seriptures ? A. Cald- 

well —6. On the proper mode of reason- 

ing respecting the demerit of sin, and a 
iuture state of punishment. C. Eddy.—7. 
What are the principal dangers attending 
the manner in which revivals of religion 
are conducted at the present day’? J.W 
French.—8. On the degree of moral de- 
pravity in man. W.Graham.—9. Marks 
of true and false zeal in the cause of reli- 
gion. N. B. Cook.—10. On the proper 
treatment of the difficulties which occur 
in Revelation. G. E. Pierce —11. On the 
comparative value of occasional excite- 
ment of feeling, and habitual practice, as 
evidences of regeneration. C. Du M. Pi- 
geou.—J2. On the state of those who 
are destined to salvation, previously to 
their repentance. ‘T. L. Shipman —1s. 
On the effect of a visionary spir.t of mind 
respecting the subject of religion. W. 

Mitchell —14. Did the Apostles and prim- 
itive Christians consider the rejection ot 
the fundamental truths of the gospel a just 
reason for withhotding christian fellow- 

shipr E. Poor.—15. In what way is if 
proper tor Christians to seek the comforts 
of religion? D. Kimball.—-16. Is the ar- 
gument of the Apostle, Rom. ix. intended 
to prove the doctrine of personal election ° 
A. Mead.—17. In what consists the happi- 
ness of heaven? S. Mosely.--18. Does 
the Scripture doctrine of divine influence 
infeinge the moral agency of man? J 
Howe —19. Can forgiveness of sin be 
granted on the ground “of repentanee sim- 
ply, without any atonement? S. Griswold 

—20. On what grounds is salvation to be 

offered to mankind generally? F. Nor- 
wood.—-21. On ep importance e of revivals 
of religion. H. Jackson.—-22. Did Christ 
undergo precisely the same kind of suffer- 
We, W hich sinners are doomed to undergo 
by the sentence of the law? S. R. Arms. 
——-2:3 Can the death of Christ be said to 
quench the wrath of God, or render him 
merciful? and if so, in what sense? J. 
Bennett.--24. Statement of the doctrine 
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of justification. J. H. Breck.—25. What 
is the moral tendency of the distinguishing 
doctrines of the gospel] ? S. Blaisdell.—26. 
Does the Scripture doctrine of election 
make God a respecter of persons? B. 
Dickenson.—27. Does the doctrine of uni- 
versal salvation result from the scripture 
doctrine of divine benevolence? C. Walk- 
er. —-28. Does the doctrine of universal 
salvation result from the scripture doc- 
trine of the atonement? L. Whitney.—-29. 
On the effect of using forced or inconclu- 
sive arguments in support of the doctrines 
of the gespel. J. Whiton--30 On the 
discouragements of ministers respecting 
the success of their efforts to propagate 
ihe truths of the gospel. M.Smith —31. 
fhe grand encouragement of ministers in 
their efforts to propagate the truth. N. 
Smith——382. On Catholic communion. T. 
C. Upham.—33. How can religious con- 
troversy be rendered most safe and useful ? 
A. Woods.—34 On the distinguishing na- 
ture of Christian love. S. Spring. 


Sacred Rhetortc.—Senior Class. 


1. The influence of climate on elo- 
quence. Ht. Belknap.—2. the connexion 
between the spirit of the pulpit, and the 
spirit of christian enterprize. I. Bird. —3. 
Loveto souls. E.J. Boardman.—4. The 
difference between the eloquence of words 
andof thought. J. Bigelow.—5. Union of 
genius and judgment ina preacher. J. 
Brown.—6. Connexion between sacred 
music, and sacred eloquence. W. Child. 
—7. On sermons addressed to the young. 
4, Boardman.—8. Metaphysical preaching. 
D. Clayes.—9. Detects of sermons address- 
ed to impenitent sinners. J. Coburn.— 
10, The pulpit in the fourth century. B. 
Perry.—11. Connexion between the study 
and the pulpit. E. Demond.—12. Extem- 
porary prayers, compared with those of a 
liturgy. J. Duncklee.—13. The influence 
ofa worldly spirit on the eloquence of the 
pulpit. D. Gould.—14. On the sermons of 
Robert Walker. E. Youngs.—15. The in- 
tellectual state of mind most favourable 
tor the compusitions of sermons. L. I. 
Hoadly.— 16. Detects in the conclusion of 
sermons. J. Scales—i7. On cultivated 
taste, in a preacher. E. Hollister.—1S. 
Che pulpit in the fourteenth century. E. 
White—19. The scholastic manner of 
speaking. ‘T. M. Smith.—20. Analysis of 
vocal expression. P. Lockwood.—21. On 
Simeon’s Skeletons. J. N. Loomis. —22. 
Pride of talentin a preacher. C.B. Storrs. 
—23. Difference between the oratorical 
and essay style. D. Temple.—24. The influ- 
ae of the pulpit on revivals. W.Good- 
Cu, 


The Count de Coetlogon has lately pub- 
lished in Paris an epic poem, entitled Da- 
HT) The Revue Eneyclope dique, in notie- 
ng this new production of the French 
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muse, among other remarks, has the fol- 
lowing :—‘* M. de Coetlogon has made a 
skilful use of the facts furnished in the 
sacred history, and has produced a poem 
interesting, regular, and conformed to ep- 
ic rules. His style is in general more ele- 
vated than graceful, and more distinguish- 
ed for strength than elegance.” 


E. Michelet, an officer in the royal 
guard, Paris, bas published a poem, enti- 
tled ‘the death of the Due d’ Enghien,”’ 


followed with an ode, entitled ‘the cry of 


the Royalists.” 


John Thorlaksen, the poet of Iceland, 
and known as the translator of Milton's 
Paradise lost, and Kiopstock’s Messiah in- 
tothe Icelandic language, died lately, at a 
very advanced age. He received before 
bis death a rich present from England, in 
consequence of the representations of his 
extreme poverty, by Henderson, in his 
travels in Iceland. He received likewise 
a pension from the Danish government. 


Ancient manuscript of Futropius—-M. 
Jaek, librarian of the city et Bamberg, 
(Germany) has discovered in the royal h- 
brary of that city, a manuscript of Eutro- 
pius, which was probably brought to that 
place in the eleventh century from Rome, 
by the emperor Henry H, the founder ot 
the bishopric of Bamberg. It appears. on 
comparison, more complete than any 
manuscript before known of this writer, 
and furnishes the means of correcting sev- 
eral passages. 


Sir H Davy has wholly failed in his 
project for unfolding the Herculaneum 
manuscripts. He has left Naples, and the 
former method of unrolling is resumed. 


Antiquities—There has been lately dis- 
covered near the forum of Pompei, in a 
magnificent public edifice, supposed to be 


the Chaleidicum, a statue of the priestess 


Eumachia, at whose expense the building 
was erected. This statue is said to sur- 
pass in grace and elegance all others 
which have been recovered from the ru- 
ins of Pompei. It is clothed in a tunic, a 
large robe, which descends in numerous 
folds from the head to the feet, covering 
the shoulders, the arms and other parts ot 
the body. By order of the king of Naples, 
this statue isto remain on the plinth on 
which it originally stood. 


teestablishment of an ancient aqueduct.— 
The aneient Roman aqueduet for corduet- 
ing the waters of the Rhone to the city of 
Vienna, in the department of Jsere, in 
France, has been lately repaired. The 
aqueduct was opexed for the Arst time the 
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Bist of New Publications, 


VHDOLOGY. 

A Sermon, preached April 4th, 1820, at 
Orange, New-Jersey, before the executive 
comunittee, for the counties of Essex and 
Morris, appeinted by the Presbyte ys Ed- 
ucation Society: By John Ford, A. M. 
paster of the church in Parvippany, N. J. 
— Newark. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The American Journal of Science aud 
Arts, conducted by Benjamin Silliman, 
Professor of Chemistry, Mineralogy, &c. 
Yale College. No. II. Vol. If. 


A compendious History of New-Eng 
land, to which is added a short abstract of 
the History of New-York and New-Jer. 
sey, designed for the use of schools and 
private families: By Jedediah Morse, D 
D.and Elijah Parish, D. D. Third edi. 
tion, enlarged and improved. 12mo —Bos 
ton. 

Travels in North-America, in three 
parts by Whitman Mead, A. M. Part i1.— 
New-York. 

Questions to Jamieson’s Rhetoric— 
New-Haven 





Religious Gutelligence. 


From the London Evang. Magazine. 


We have the pleasure of presenting 
to the members and friends of the Lon- 
don Missionary Society the following 
most interesting communications from 

the brethren in Oraneite, HuaHetn E, 

ard Rarerca,—including the opening 
of the Great Chapel in Otaheite, the 
anniversary of the Auxiliary Missiona- 
ry Society, and the baptism of the 
King; with the proceedings of the 
Auxiliary Societies at the other Is!- 
ands. 


WINDWARD DIVISION OF THE TAHITI- 
AN MISSION. 


(Annual circular.) 
Tahiti, May 18, 1819. 


In reviewing the affairs of this Mis- 
sion for the past vear, we have, on the 
whole, great cause for gratitude and 
praise to God our Savivur, The 
brethren at /7meo, and at the three 
stations at J'whitt, have proceeded per- 
geveringly in their Jabours. and the 
work of God, we trust, has been carri- 
ed on gradoaily and »: cewssfulls ln the 
hearts of ty any. We h had looked for- 
ward to the yearh 
when we should all assembie together: 
and had resolved, after that niceting, 
at all events. to baptise such as were 
prope rsubtcets arsong the natives, and 

« 


e id rryi 
a t oat 


> ar ina > > o/e ’ 
meetin: tid {va 


“~ - BS 5 


too 6oform= tien into s. 


! , 
meeting having taken place, and we 
be ing about to return to our re spec tive 


stallions, we now lay before you the 


particulars of our yearly meeting.—. 
We have had a missionary ¥ week 1 
deed, and a pleasing and ajitnating 
time it bas been to us all. 

The king Pomare has lately erected 
a large and very long building at Pap- 
aoa, in the district of Pare, and devo- 
ted itto the meetings of the Missiona- 
ry Society, which was formed among 
the Tihitians last year. This building 
we denominate The Royal Mission 
Chapel, the dimensions of which are 
as follows; it is 712 feet long by 54 
wide.* ‘The ridge-pole, or middle, i is 
supported by 36 massy pillars of the 
Bread-fruit tree. The outside posts 
all around the house are 260. It has 
153 windows with sliding prapintige and 
29 doors; the ends are of a semi-c’ 
cular form. ‘There are three squa 
pulpits, about 260 feet apart from eacli 
other, and the extreme ones about 100 
feet from the ends of the house. It is 
filled with forras, except an area befor 
each pulpit, and laid with dry grass 
The rafters are covered witha fin 
kind of fringed matting, which is bound 
on with cords of various colours ia a 
very peat Mansuers and the ends of the 
matting are left banging down, like the 


Toe pr rodigious length of this place 
certainly renders it inconvenient; but 
it is presumed that Pomare, having ac 
know ledge d the only living and true ‘God. 
was determined that the building erected 
for his honour should far exceed any edi 
fice formerly devoted to the idols of ths 
COUnLS 
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naval and military flags in St. Paul’s 
eathedral. The whole building is sur- 
rounded with a very strong fence of 
wood and the space between it and the 
building is filled with gravel. 

Pomare has lately expressed ay ear- 
nest desire for baptism, engaging to de- 
vote himself to the Lord, and to put 
away every sin, and every appearance 
of evil. He has had conferences with 
some of the brethren en the subject; 
and has also written to us expressing a 
deep sense of his sinfulness and unwor- 
thiness, a firm dependence upon the 
blood of Christ for pardon, and an ear- 
nest desire to give himself to the Lord 
in baptism. As it appeared to be the 
voice of the nation, and particularly of 
the most pious chiefs, and as his con- 
duct has been so constant in teaching 
and promoting religion, we resolved to 
baptize him. Tne baptism was fixed 
for Lord’s Day, 16th inst. 

On Monday the 10th inst. the breth- 
ren assembled at Papaoa. Thepeople 
were encamped on each side of it along 
the sea-beacn, to the extent of about 
four miles. They soon assembled to- 
gether, to pay their respects to the 
king, and made a grand appearance, 
being decently arrayed in white native 
clothing. The brethren met the king 
and the chiefs in the usual place of 
worship, according to the appointment 
of Pomare, who “had judiciously ar- 
ranged all the services and business of 
the work. Brother Darling began 
with singing, reading the seriptures and 
prayer. The king then proceeded to 
business. He first. wrote his own 
name, and his giftto the “lissionary 
Society (viz. eight hogs, d having 


written the name of his privcipal gov-— 


ernor, treasurer and secretary, he de- 
sired anale of us to write our names, 
with our donations. In the same rman- 
ner he proceeded with all the govern- 
ors, Writing their names and coniribu- 
tions. Pomare called on brother Crook 
to conclude the meeting witha short 
exhortation, singing and prayer. 


Opening the Chapel. 

Tuesday was the d: Ly appointed for 
opening the Royal Mission Chapel.— 
About 1 1t o’clock we met the kiog at 
the east end of the house. He was 
dressed in a white shirt, with a neat va- 
riegated mat around his loins, and a 
tiputa over all, coloured and orna- 
mented with red and yellow. The 
Queen and principal! (women were 


dressed in native clothing, with an 
Eog.ish frill around the neck. The as 
sembled thousands were clean, and 
dressed in their best. We took ou: 
station according to appointment. 
Brother Platt in the west pulpit, broth 


er Darling in the middle, and brother 


Crook in the east. The king sat in the 
east end of the house. Brother 
Bourne, from the middle pulpit, com- 
menced the service, by giving out 
Hymn the third in our Tahitian collec- 
tion, with a very shrill, penetrating 
voice, Which was heard from one end 
of the house to the other. The whole 
congregation stood up and sung. 
Each preacher then read Luke xiv. 
and prayed. The se:mons commenc- 
ed about the same time ; brother Dar- 
ling’s text was Isa. lvi. 7. Lwill make 
them joyfulin my house of prayer ; Xe. 
brother Platt’s text, Luke xiv. 22. 
Ind yet there 1s room; and brother 
Crook’s, Exod. xx. 24. In all places 
where IT record my name, I will come un- 
to thee, and I will bless thee. 'The ser- 
mons being ended much about the 
same time, all the congregation sung 
again, and the whole was concluded 
with prayer. The scene was striking 
beyond description ; no confusion en- 
sued from three speakers preaching all 
at once in the same house, they being 
at such a great distance from each oth. 
er. We suppose the number of hear- 
ers to have been between 3 and 6,000 
Every thing exceeded our most san- 
guine expectations. Many apprehen 
sions Were entertained from bringing 
so many parties together, who Oro 
ly had ever been at variance. Pomare 
had been informed that some vet 
would come with guns, and fire in up- 
on them from the windows ; aod he 
had taken the precaution to piace two 
principal persons on whom he could 
depend, at each door and window ; 
but every thing was very peaveable 
and orderly, and not the least disturb 
ance oeccurred— Surely,’ said some, 
‘there will be no war 5% for all the peo- 
ple had Jeft their arms at home, and 
have brought the old and decrepid, the 
children, the lame, and the blind;’ 

thing that was never done in any of 
their great meetings before. We met 
tugether in the afternoon to attend te 
the internal concerns of the Society ; 


* Some persons of indifferent cliaracter 
had piised ar alara without the leas 


found, ta 





ee Se ee 
Se . 
ee vg 
a Ps ty 5 dies, * : 
a eS ye ee eee ee 





Se a ee Pe ee eee 












Seah coe cote 
eS es aah eee he eh ek Se See 


a ee a elt ities 


2o= 





: — + ys Sas web ly 
; ery 
- SE ew ; 
= ; SO er ei ginay 
nhs » a Met See Pee a - 
a 


<a 
> 
es 
a 


“ak 


oo Sag 


ee ti Agee ae - Y wah 
: r ft t >} a 
Sb Ak stale recat 
ey ee ae see 


iy? Sh ae? *s, 
ac 
ry ts he. 


‘ 5 

% 

+4 
*S : 
pie fit 
ek 7 














$42 Relig. Intel.— Tahitian Mission. 


and departed to our lodgings much 
gratified, and praising God for what 
we had scen and heard. 


Anniversary mecting of the Missionary 
Society in Tahitr. 


Wednesday, being the anniversary 
of the Missionary Soci lety, was regard- 
ed with pecaliar toterest. 
past 10 the king arrived. It was as 
numerous and respectable a meeting 
as that of yesterday. Brother Henry 
occupied the east puipit, and preached 
from Ps. Ixxxvi. 8, 9. Among the 
gods there is none, &e. Brother Wil- 
son, in the middle pulpit, preached 
from Isa. xxxv.2. They shall see the 
glory of the Lord, &c. Brother Bick- 
nell, in the west pulpit, preached from 
Luke x. 2. Pray ye therefore the Lord, 
&e. In the afternoon, about half past 
3, we assembled agaia. Brother Dar- 
ling in the east pulpit, preached from 
2 Thess. i. t. Pray for us, &e. 
Brother Bourne, in the middle pulpit, 
preached from Ps. exxxvi. 1. O give 
thanks unto the Lord, for he is good ; 
and brother Crook, in the west puipit, 
preached from Luke xvi. 9. Make to 
yourselves friends, &c. We retired in 
the evening, praising God, and entreat- 
ing him to bless all our attempts to 
spread his glory and promote his 
honour. 

Promulgation of the Laws. 

Thursday was the day appointed for 
promulgating the laws. About noon 
we all assembled in the centre of the 
Royal Mission Chapel. The king re- 
quested brother Crook to open the bu- 
siness of the day. He ascended the 
pulpit, and Pomare followed. After 
singing, reading the scriptures, and 
prayer, the king stood up, and looked 
upon the thousands of ‘his. subjects on 
his right hand and his left. Address- 
mg himself to Tati, the pious chief of 
the southern part of the Island, he 
said, ¢ Tati, what is your desire ? las 
ean I do for you? Tati, who sat 
nearly opposite the pulpit, arose and 
said, ‘ Those are what we want—the 
papers you hold in your hand-—the 
laws 3 give them to us, that we may 
have them in our hands, that we may 
regard them, and do what is right.’ 
Phe king then addressed hsmself to 
Utami, the good chief of the Teoropaa, 
and in an affectionate manner, said, 

Uiami, and what is your desire 2? He 
replied, * One thing only ts desiresl by 
rs all, that which "Rati has exyv-ess- 


About half 
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ed—the laws, which you hold in your 
hand.’ The king then addressed Ara- 
hu, the chief of Eimeo, and Veve, the 
chief of Taiarabu, nearly in the same 
manner, and they replied as the others 
had done. Pomare then proceeded to 
read and comment upon the laws re- 
specting murder, theft, trespass, stolen 
property, lost property, sabbath break. 
ing, rebellion, marriage, adultery, the 
judges, court houses, “fe. in eighteen 
articles. After reading and explaining 
the several articles, he ‘asked the chiefs 
if they approved of them? They re- 
plied aloud, ‘We agree to them—we 
heartily agree to them.’ The king 
then addressed the people, and desired 
them, if they approved of the laws, to 
signify the same by lifting up their 
right ‘hands. ‘his was unanimously 
done, with a remarkable rushing noise, 
owing to the thousands of arms, » being 
lifted at once. When Pomare came 
to the article on rebellion, stirring up 
war, &c. he seemed inclined to pass it 
over, but after a while proceeded. At 
the conclusion of that article, Tati was 
not contented with signifying his ap- 
provation in the usual way only, but 
standing up, he ealled ina spirited man- 
ner, to “all his people to lft up their 
hands again, even both hands, he set- 
ting the example, which was matvareal 
ly ‘followed. Thus all the articles 
were passed and approved. Brothe: 
Henry concluded the meeting with a 
short address, prayer aad “blessing. 
This interesting scene may be better 
conceived than. described ; ; to see a 
king giving laws to his people with a 
regard to the authority of the word oi 
God, and a people receiving the same 
with such universal satisfaction, was « 
subject very affecting to us all. 


Meeting for Missionary business. 


On Friday, we attended to the busi- 
ness of the Missionary Society. We 
met the kigg, as president, and all the 
governors, officers, and members in the 
Royal Mission Chapel. Brother Bick- 
nell began with a short address, sing- 
ing, and prayer. Brother Wilson ther: 
addressed Tati and the Society, and 
concluded by moving, *‘ That we thank 
Pomare fer his princely conduct as 


President of this Society, and for his 
royal contribution ; and ‘that he be re- 
quested to take his seat as President.’ 
Utami rose and supported the motion. 
Tati then addressed the people, and 
put the motion, which was unanimous- 
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hy agreed to. The king then took his 
seat, ” and addressed the people, exhort- 
ing them to be firm in their attachment 
to “the Society, and to continue their 
subscriptions and support till death. 
The people to signify their hearty con- 
sent to What Pomare had said, beld up 
their hands. Brother Darling then 


addressed the President, and spoke of 


‘he encouraging circumstances of the 
Society, moving, ‘That the Treasurer 
out the property on board the first con- 
venient ship, and send it to the best 
market; and that the Secretary do 
write a letter fo accompany it, to the 
90 George Burder, Secretary to the 

arent Society, and that the neat pro- 
our be remitted to the Treasurer of 
the Missionary Society, London.’— 
‘his was seconded by Tati; when the 
President put it and it was carried 
unanimously. Brother Crook then 
iddressed the President, spoke of the 
great quantity of property now in the 
hands of the Treasurer, and coneluded 
by moving, ‘That a vote of thanks be 
given to the Treasurer and Secretary,’ 
which was also carried unanimously. 
Brother Bourne proposed ‘That a vote 
of thanks be given to all the Gover- 
nowrs, in their various departments, 
for their diligent and active services on 
‘ccount of the Society.’ Hitoti sec- 
onded the motion; which being put, 
was universally agreed to. Brother 
Platt then addres sed the President, 
and moved, * That the thanks of the 
meeting be given to the various ‘Trea- 
surers and Secretaries under the res- 
pective Governours.’ Brother Crook 
supported this motion, which was also 
carried. Lastly, Brother Wenry pro- 
posed, § That a vote of thanks be giv- 
en to the Governours, officers, and 
embers of Eimeo, for their active co- 
vperation.”” This motion was ably su; 
ported by Ahurire, and carried, as all 


the rest were, by a universal show of 


hands. The king then addressed the 


yovernours, officers, and members of 


the Society, exhorting them to perse- 
vere in this delightful work ; observing 

that due notice “would be given sends 
as tu What should be colle cted for the 
hext year, whether oil, cotton, or any 
other article. Brother Crook addres- 
sed the whole society, and exhorted 
themto persevere in this glorious work, 
Which rejoiced our hearts, and would 
certainly cause the hearts of thousands 
to rejoice with us. Brother Bourne 


gave out a hymn, in the singing of 


whieh, our united voices were com- 
pletely drowned by the natives. Broth- 
er Wilson prayed ; and Brother Henry 
gave notice of the services on the en- 
suing Sabbath, After the service, Po- 
mare dined with us at Brother Bick- 
sel?s, and was very affable and pleas- 
ant. He proposed to us that we pub- 
lish his wish as wide as possible, that 
it may be known by all Europe, Amer- 
ica, &e. viz. that he meaos to consider 
Palmerston Island, asa place for Ta- 
heitean convicts, and that no vessel 
shall take any of them away on any 
account, Five thousand copies of an 
address to the Society, written by 
Brother Henry, and neatly printed by 
Brother Bourne, were given to the va- 
rious governours of the society, and 
were received with the greatest eager- 
ness imaginable. 


Baptism of the King. 


On Sabbath-day, the 16th inst. the con- 
gregations Were agaip assembled in the 
Chapel Royal. The people, were not 
so numerous as before, owing to their 
having been so long from home; and 
being pinched for “food many had re- 
tunand. However, we had still be- 
tween four and five thousand hearers. 
Brother Wilsou occupied the east pul- 
pit, Brother Henry the west, and Broth- 
er Bicknell the middle. They all 
preached from the same subject—the 
commission of our Lord to his disci- 
ples, to disciple and baptize all nations, 
Matt. xxvill. 18—20. Sermons being 
ended, we all closed around the King, 
he being seated on the oceasion in the 
centre, near the middle pulpit. Broth- 
et Bourne commenced by giving out a 
hymn, which was sung by the congre- 
gation. Brother Bincknell engaged in 
prayer, which being ended, the King 
stood up. Brother Bicknell stood on 
the steps of the pulpit, and taking the 
water from the basin, held by Brother 
Henry, poured it on his head, baptizing 
him in the name of the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost. Pomare was observ- 
ed to lift his eyes to heaven, and move 
lis lips with an indistict sound. ‘The 
sight was very moving, especially to 
our elder bretheren who had been 
watching over him for so many years. 
Brother Bicknell addressed the King 
with firmuess, yet not without a degree 
of tremour, entreating him to walk 
worthy of his high profession in the 
conspicuous situation he holds before 
the eyes of men, angels, and God him- 
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self. Brother Henry addressed the 
people, exhorting them to follow the 
example of their King, and give them- 
selves up to the Lord. A nother hymn 
was sting, and Brother Wilson conclud- 
ed the whole with prayer. Pomare 
shook hands affectionately with all the 
Missionaries, they being stationed, by 
his own desire, at his right and lett 
band. After the ceremony the King 
retired to bis camp. 

The Bretheren, after taking a repast, 
assembled for divine worship among 
themselves ; Brother Platt conducted 
the service, “and preached from John 
xiv. 15. If ye love me, keep my com- 
nandments. Toward evening we held 
our last service with the natives in the 
Mission Chapel. The King sat in his 
usual place at the east end; Brother 
Bourne preached in the east pulpit 
from Acts ii. 38. Repent and be baptiz- 
ed, &e. Brother Crook in the middle 
from Luke tii. 10. Bring forth fruits 
meel for repentance, &e. and Brother 
Darling in the west pulpit, from Acts. 
vill. 36, 37. See, here is water, what doth 

hinder me to be baptized, &e. The King 
has undertaken to write outa fair copy 
of the laws for the press, and to se “nd 
a circular letter to all the Governors, 
on the subject of education, pressing 
apon parents the importance of getting 
their children instructed. 

On Monday, the 17th inst. all the 
brethren and three of the sisters met 
at Wilks’ Harbor, and celebrated our 
Saviour’s dying love with much affec- 
tion and Christian Union. The after- 
noon was spent in arranging the affairs 
of the society, drawing up rules for the 
baptised, &c. After which the breth- 
eren returned to their respective sta- 
tions, with renewed vigour to press 
forward in the work of the Lord. 

We remain yours, &e. 

Henry Bicknell. Robert Bourne. 

William P. Crook. David Darling. 

George Platt. Billiam Henry. 

Samuel Tessier. Charles Wiison. 


HUAHEINE. 


An Auxiliary Missionary Society 
was formed in this Island on the 6th of 
October, 1818, when a President, and 
Vice Presidents, and Governours, with 
a Secretary for each Governour, were 
appointed. Every contributor of five 
bamboos of cocoa nut oil, or three balls 
af pia, (arrow root) or one pig, or four 


baskéts.of cotton, was to be consider. 
ed_ a, member ; but.smajler contribu- 
tions would be received. It was also 
agreed, that an annual meeting of al 
the members should be held in the 
great place of worship at Apootava. 


General Meeting of the Society, May 
18, 1819. 


In the morning there was a prayer 
meeting, conducted by the people 
theriselvés. In the forenoon, Mr. Nott 
preached from Luke x. 27. * And thy 
neighbour as thyself.’ There was a 
great congregation : most of the inhab- 
itants of Huaheine being present, as 
also Tapa, and other chiefs from Rai- 
atea, : 

In the afternoon, the people assem- 
bled again to the meeting for business, 
when Mr. Ellis prayed, and afterwards 
mentioned to the people what had 
heen done in Africa, by those who be- 
lieved the word of God—how they 
had contributed their property, in or- 
der that others might know the word 
of God. 

After which Mahine addressed the 
people, reminding them of their form- 
er diligence, labour, and expense, in 
the service of the false gods—thaf 
wicked and unprofitable service 5 and 
that to exceed, in hearty diligence, in 
the service of the true God, is nothing 
but right. The service of the tdols is 
evil—that of God truly good —his word 
the means of salvation: let then our 
diligence greatly exceed. 

Then followed Tana, Auna, Totoro, 
and Tamairia, much to the same pur 
puse, stirring up the people to perse- 
vere, and contribute afresh the ensuing 
year, ; 

When Mahine again addressed them 
all, saying, ‘ [f agreeable to you to con- 
tribute again this new year, hold up 
your hands, if not, keep them down. 
All hands were up instantly. Then be 
spoke again: § The officers——-shall they 
continue in their office ? if agreeable, 
hands up? Al bands were held up 
‘An account of our society—shall 
be printed 2? All held up their hands. 

After this, Tana, the general Secre- 
tary, gave an account of the contribu- 
tions of the different districts towards 
promoting a knowledge of the word of 
God, those of Huaheine and also Ta- 
pua monu. 

When the contributions of each di 
vision of the islands were summed up, 
the total amount appeared to be—398>° 











1820.] 


Ohemori, or bamboos of oil ;* 98 Buaa, 
or pigs ; 99 Taamu pra, or balls of ar- 
row root. 


RATATEA. 


Extract of an Account of the state of the 
Mission in the Island of Ravatea, 
and of the General Meeting of the 
Missionary Society there, September 
5, 1819. 

We feel happy that our sphere of 
usefulness is at length extended, and 
that instead of one mission we have 
now four—one on Tabiti, one on Ei- 
meo, one on Huaheine, and one on 
Raiatea. The friends of Zion will re- 
joice in her prosperity, and hail, as 
preparatory to the latter day glory, 
every display of Jehovah’s power in 
her behalf. 

Since the formation of the mission 
on Raiatea, we have had to mingle 
tears of regret with our rejoicings ; and 
it is with sorrow that we view the pre- 
vailing influence of sin over multitudes 
of the natives. We sincerely deplore 
the ill effects produced by the wicked 
conduct of some, who from time to 
time visit these islands. In this, as in 
every other part of the world where 
christianity has obtained an entrance, 
the number of those who profess, is far 
greater than that of those who really 
feel the power of vital religion. While, 
therefore, we admire the astenishing 
effects of divine power in constraining 
the natives to abolish their cruel and 
sanguinary rites, we cannot but weep 
over those who are not only unac- 
quainted with repentance unto life, but 
wh evince a total unconcern about the 
siivation of their souls. 

After great labour, we have obtained 
comfortable dwellings. Several also 
of the natives, have built neat dwelling- 
houses, and plastered them inside and 
out, We hope soon to make them ut- 
terly ashamed of their former practice 
of sleeping together as a flock Sa 
and we are earnestly desirous of intro- 
ducing among them those habits which 
will contribute to their temporal feli- 
city, and prepare them for domestic 
Hie, 

A little time since, the body of kings 
and chiefs assembled, of their own ac- 
cord, to advise as to the best means to 


_ * One joint of a large bamboo cane will 
nold two or three quarts of the oil. ‘This 
oil is very pleasant for lamps, having aei- 
ther sméke nor smell. 
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be adopted for the suppression of those 
vices to which the people were most 
addicted. Husbands who had _recent- 
ly discarded their. wives, and wives 
who had discarded their. husbands, 
were assembled before the tribunal of 
the chiefs, and caused again to unite. 
They now live in peace together ; and 
we live to testify the good effects of 
promptitude on the part of those who 
govern. The happiest results have 
followed. The people call loudly for 
books, and to obtain them they spare 
no pains. Many have made conside- 
rable progress in learning—ean repeat 
the multiplication table off hand, work 
the most difficult long division sums, 
and sums in reduction, without a mis- 
take. Thus they not only evince to- 
wards their teachers the most affec- 
tionate attachment, but encourage 
them to greater diligence, and invite 
them to press forward in their work ; 
nor are they backward in the cultiva- 
tion of the useful arts; for, consider- 
ing the means they possess, they stand 
on equal, if not superior ground, with 
any of their neighbours. If the Tahi- 
tians are kindly treated, they may be 
led as children ; if coercively, they will 
be entirely unmanageable, and will for- 
sake the person’s house who should so 
treat them. The greater part of the 
natives are regular in their attendance 
on the preaching of the gospel, and the 
chapel is frequently crowded an hour 
before the time of public worship. 

We are soon to have a new place 
built, which the natives say shall be 
plastered within and without, and floor- 
ed. Qur prospects of usefulness are 
pleasing ; and though our difficulties 


_ are many, We believe we ‘shall reap 


if we faint not... God Las not only en- 
abled us to tell of Jesus in the ‘Tahei- 
tean language, but he has conducted 
us into a field ‘ready for harvest,’ and 
which calls for the most vigorous ex- 
ertions. Pray for us, that we may 
‘hold fast the profession of our faith 
steadfast unto the end’—that our ‘ gar- 
ments may he unspotted from the 
world,’ and that we may go down to 


the grave with ‘a conscience void of 


offence both towards Ged and towards 
man.’ 

The islands adjacent present an ex- 
tensive field for usefulness, and occupy 
part of our time and labours. On Ta- 
ha we openeda new chapel a short 
time ago, and in the largest and most 
populous district, called Pateo, there 
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isa large neat made place of worship 
nearly finished. We need more time, 
more strength, and more Zeal, for the 
patives all around are calling for our 
assistance. 

Preaching tours have been. made 
round Borabora, and the attention of 
the people is by far greater than we 
could have expected, when we consid- 
er that a teacher bas never lived among 
theim. 

Our people seem determined not to 
be behind their neighbours 5 and after 
repeated solicitations from them, we 
have agreed to further their wishes in 
forming a Missionary Society. 


Formation of an Auriliary Society. 


We were anxious that they sheuld 
take the lead, lest they should uli- 
mately say that the gospel is a tax on 
their benevolence. ‘The chapel was 
made doubly large, the day appointed 
for the meeting, and some who fron) 
disease had not seen the light of the 
rising sun for years, came forth. The 
place of worship was soon crowded to 
excess; and one of the natives ex- 
claimed, “ Thisis a da of rising from 
the dead. See, here are the sick, the 
lame, and the blind, all coming out to- 
day.” Every person appeared in the 
best clothes he could obtain ; decency 
and good order pervaded the whole ; 
but the people soon exclanmed, ‘ Take 
out the sides of the house, that we may 
see our teachérs, and hear their voice.’ 
Their request was immediately com- 

lied with; and as soon as all were 
comfortably seated, Brother Williams 
gave out a suitable hymn, and engaged 
in prayer. It was delightful to hear 
two thousand natives singing the prats- 
es of the Lamb of God, and to see the 
expressions of joy that sat on the 
countenance of eech. Brother Ors- 
mound then opened the meeting with 
an appropriate address, showing the 
great superiority of this uretting, com- 
pared with those they were aceustom- 
ed to hold in the reign ef the evii sypir- 
its. Then, only the kings, the warri- 
ors, and the chiefs assembled fogetucr. 
The poor people were afraid, aud used 
to run ta the mountains and hide 
themselves, for feay of Going billed for 
sacrifices, but now here are kings and 


chiefs and warriors assembled : 
men, women, and children, all collect- 
ed into ene place, all sitting together. 
Now you do not fear 
killed and carried befer 


paar 


that you w ili he 
e the Morui. 


( Ocr. 


Here are your teachers.in the midst of 
you; and what is your. business? It js 
tu devise means that others may obtain 
and know the word of life. Beeanse 
of that word you now live in peace ; 
heeause of at you have burot your 
wooden gods, and worship the living 
God. 

Brother Orsmond then referred to 
the practices of other countries, to 
their zeal and Jove te poor people who 
know not the true Ged, and arged up. 
on the people Raiatea ta follow 
their good example, that other mis 
siouaries may be seut, and that all the 
werid may hear of the Saviour’s love 

Brother Wilhams then arase, and 
proposed that we tiimedtiately form 
ourselves into a Missionary Soeiety, 
and that King ‘Tapa be the Presideng 
efit. Br other ry Vhrelketd seconded hy 
mMetion, and it was instantly approved 
by an unanimous show of hands. 

‘Tapa then addressed the people with 
great propriety and warmth of feeling. 
saying, ‘ Remember what you used to 
do for the lying gods. You used te 
give all your time, strength, and prop- 
erty, and lives too. Look at the Mo- 
rais you used to build forthem. Then 
you ‘had no property, it was all the 
gods. Your canoes, your pigs, your 
mats, your cloth, your food, all belong- 
ed to the gods. But now, all your 
property is your own; here are your 
teachers in the midst of us. God sent 
them. He is of great compession.— 
They left their own land to come here 
Now our eyes are opened. Let us 
form our conduct by the word we 
learn. If we are wieked, God will per- 
haps take our teachers away from us. 
Let us compassionate other lands. Let 
us give our property willingly, with 
the whole heart. We cannot give 
money, bat we will give what we have. 
Remember that there were many 
drowned who helped to build the ark : 
do you take care lest you die In your 
own sins after sending the gospel to 
others; lest you become at last fuel 
for the fire, as the scaffolding that we 
nee about our houses does. [If we are 
not trae believers, God will not regard 
us. We sha 1 oto the five of hell? 

After Taga bad lal en hisseat, Pang, 
GimMan als Cry Cait stot conduct ty Inve 
ied the alieuhon al fhe mect risks by 
saving, ‘ieriends, | bave a little utes 
lion s in your thoughts what is it that 
makes the heavy ships sali? I think 
itisthe wind. If there were no wind, 
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the ships would remain in one place ; 
while there is wind we know ships can 
sail. Now ‘think that the’ money of 
the great Missionary Society is like 
the wind. If there had been none, no 
ship would have come here with Mis- 
sionaries. If there is no property how 
ean missionaries be sent to other coun- 
tries, how can the ships sail? Let us 
then give What we can. 

Tuahine, one of the cleverest men 
we have,then stood up, and said,— 
' Friends, the Kings, the chiefs, aad all 
of you ; we have heard much speech 
to-day ; do not be tired ; I also have 
a litte to say. Whence come the 
ereat waters ? is it not from the small 
streams that flow intothem ? If there 
were no litile streams there would be 
no great bodies of water. IT have been 
thinking that the Missionary Society in 
Britain is like the great water, and that 
such little sucieties as ours are like the 
little streams. Let there be many lit- 
ile streams : let not ours be dry. Let 
missionaries be sent to every land. 
We are far better off now than we used 
to be. We do sot now sleep with our 
cartridges under our heads, our guns 
by our Sides, and our hearts in fear. 
Our children are not now strangled, 
nor our brothers killed for sacrifices to 
the lying spirit; it is because of the 
good work of God. He sent his word, 
and missionaries to teach us, and we 
hope there are some whu have already 
yelieved.’ ’ 

Many propositions were subsequent- 
ly made, and carried by numbers hold- 
ing up the naked arm. The whole 
was conducted with a degree of inter- 
est, simplicity and affectien that fan- 


ned the spark of zeal, and excited the - 


tear of holy gratitude. The friends of 
religion in London never witnessed 
such a scene. 

Before we finally closed the meeting, 
vpportunity was allowed for any one 
who wished to make his observations. 

Hoto, one of the great warriors, urg- 
ed the people to constancy and consis- 
tency, that those across the great sea, 
mav not laugh at us. 

Waver, one of whom we have a very 
g00d opinion, whose heart we hope is 
changed, said, ‘ We are now become 
a Missionary Society, and we are to 
give our property that the word of God 
may be earried: to all lands ; but let us 
ask, is itin our hearts? Has it ta- 
ken root there ? If not, how can we 
Compassionate others? We must 


give our property with love of heart to 
those who are sitting in the shades of 
death. 

Paumona, whose conduct agrees with 
his profession, said, *‘ It would be well 
if all the world knew the word of God 
as well as we know it—if all could read 
it as we read it; if all could hear it ev- 
ery sabbath as we hear it ; 1f all would 
bow the Knee to Jesus—if all knew 
him as the only sacrifice for sin—then 
there would be no war. We are to 
give our property, that other lands may 
know the true God and his word, that 
they may have teachers. Itis not to 
be given to the false gods as we used 
todo Let us be diligent, and spend 
our strength in this good work.’ 

Another observed, * Friends, there 
have been many from amongst us who 
have been pierced with balls ; let us 
have no more of it; let our guns be 
roiten with rust, and if we are to be 
pierced, let it be with the word of God.’ 
—Brother Williams then rose, and af- 
ter sume recapitulatory remarks, ex- 
plained more particularly the design of 
the society, and gave many reasons 
why they ought to collect their prop- 
erty. He urged it asa duty they ow- 
ed tu God, and to the Missionary So- 
ciety in London. He contrasted the 
blessings they now enjoy, compared 
with their former wretched mode of 
living, and then referred to those coun- 
tries where men and women are burn- 
ed, where little children are given to 
feed beasts, and where old people are 
drowned ; showing at the same time 
their need of the word of the true God. 
He concluded by incitements to perse- 
verance and industry. 

Brother Threlkeld expressed the joy 
of his heart in witnessing so greata 
number assembled for so good a pur- 
pose, and after several appropriate re 
marks, he cautioned the people more 
particularly against the idle tales of 
worthless seamen. ‘ Perhaps,’ said 
he, ‘ they will tell you that we want 
your property for ourselves ; but you 
know better. We have never yet re- 
quested your property. For all we 
have received of you, we have given 
you our own property. We have vot 
come here to deceive you. Is there 
any one here who has been injured by 
us? Let him speak out. Are there 
any here present who have lived at va- 
riance befure 2? Gratify your teachers, 
by burying your grievances, and live in 
peace. Love each other, as it he- 
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comes all who regard the word of 
God, Show your willingness to do 
so, by holding up your right hand.’ 
This was instantly done. 

Brother Orsmond then proposed 
that the next Missionary meeting be 
holden in May, 1820, and that the 
kings and chiefs be requested to com- 
plete our intended new large place of 
worship by that time. To this they 
promptly agreed, and the meeting con- 
cluded. A lively interest was excited 
in the minds of all, it was the topic of 
conversation for weeks after; and 
some have already begun to collect 
their cocoa-nuts for the annual cootri- 
bution. Our spirits are revived, our 
zeal invigerated, and our determina- 
tion to spend and be spent in the cause 
of the Redeemer strengthened. With 
prayers and ardent wishes for the 
peace and prosperity of Jerusalem, we 
remain, &e. 

(Sigued.) J. M. Orsmonp. 
J. WinuiaMs. 

L.. E. THreixkewp. 


OTAHEITE AND EIMEO. 

Mr. Darling, ina letter, dated Ei- 
meo, Aug. 9, 1819—referring to the 
preceding account, dated May 18, 
says, ‘Since that time a number of 
people have been baptized at each sta- 
tion in the windward division of the 
mission. We have baptized 22 adults 
and 17 children on this Island, and 
there are many more whom we intend 
to baptize soon. On examining those 
whom we have baptized, we were de- 
lighted and astonished at the answers 
which they gave to our questions. All 
expressed a deep sorrow for sin, and 
seemed to be sensible of it in their own 
hearts; they also professed to trust 
alone in the Lord Jesus Christ for sal- 
vation ; and to desire to live to the 
slory of God upon earth, that they 
might live forever with him in heaven. 

Those who have been baptized on 
this Island have been formed into a 
chureh, and have received the Lord’s 
supper. O! bow it delighted our 
hearts fo see them sitting down with 
us, commemorating the dying love of 
our dear Redeemer. We cannot find 
language to express our feelings, espe- 
cially when we reflect upon what these 
people were, and how long they refus- 
ed the gospel which was preached un- 
to them! To God be the glory! Not 
unto us, not unto us ! , 





[Ocr, 


In another letter, dated Eimeo, Aug. 
6th, Mr. Darling says, ‘ Since 1 was 
stationed here, I had occasion to ge 
over to Tahiti to see the king, whe 
was then at Taiarabu. On my jour- 
ney, finding the people desirous of 
hearing the word of God, I preached | 
at as many places as I possibly could ; 
and where I was to sleep, I could not 
get to rest till long after the middle of 
the night, for the people filled the 
house where I lodged, in order to ask 
questions respecting that part of the 
scriptures whieh they have in their 
hands, and also respecting their dut 
as Christians. It was truly delightful 
to see and hear them, although it was 
very fatiguing to the body ; but this a 
missionary must not regard, so that he 
may finish the work given him to do. 
There are few nights in which a num- 
ber of people do not come to my 
house, asking questions of a religions 
nature, and who often stop till a late 
hour. This { conceive to be an im- 
portant branch of our missionary work. 
As these people have, as yet, so small 
a portion of the scriptures in their 
hands, all their knowledge must be ob- 
tained through us in this way. 


OSAGE INDIAN MISSION. 
From the American Missionry Register. 
SECOND MISSION FAMILY. 


The Mission family lately sent out to 
the Arkansas, by the United Foreign 
Missionary Society, had not reached their 
destined station, when a new field for 
Missionary exertion was _ providentially 
opened to the Board of Managers. This 
field, we are happy to add, the managers, 
with a promptitude which cannot fail to 
secure to themselves the confidence of the 
christian community, resolved to occupy 
without delay. The circumstances in re- 
lation to this subject we have now the 
pleasure to present to the public. 

Early in the present month, the foliow- 
ing interesting communication was made 
by Col. McKenney, superintendant of In- 
dian trade, to the secretary for foreign cor- 
respondence : 

Office of Indian trade. 
GEORGETOWN, July 5, 1820. 
Dear Sir, 

| have this moment had a most interes- 
ting interview with the chief, the counsel- 
lor, and the principal warrior of the Osa- 
ves, of the Missouri. The-object of the 


deputation 18, to solicit the introduction of 
the school system among their people, and 
to pray for the means of civilization. 
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wish I could send you the old chief’s talk ; 
hut to do-so, I should have to paint as well 
as.write.. He is a most eloquent and.able 
mane 

{| felt authorized, considering the cir- 
cumstances of the great anxiety under 
which I perceive them to labour, and re- 
lying on the benevolence of the society set 
of foot far this laudable work, to give as- 
gurance that they might expect the same 
attention that had been shown to their 
brothers on the Arkansas. I find that 
these Osages are jealous of their Arkan- 
sas brethren. ‘They claim to have merit- 
ed, by holding fast their promises to the 
government, the first care of this generous 
sort—for in the words of the old chief, 
‘“ our bands are white, and their hands 
are bloody.” 3 

I cannot but think, that much good 
would resylt, could they be assured that 
an agency would be.established amongst 
them immediately. Ihave directed a let- 
terto Dr. Worcester also, believing, how- 
ever, that as you are under way with the 
Osages, it would be best for you to occu- 
py that ground. But, if youcannot move 
mit at an early period, it would be bet- 
ter for the work to be got under way by 
another branch of the general system.— 
The tide isnow at its flood; andif taken, 
you will be borne on to a realization of all 
vour generous hopes. 

Ihave thought that, if you could come 
down and see this deputation, it would be 
well; if not, a letter would be highly ac- 
reptable. Yours, Xc. os 

T. L. M‘KENNEY. 


At the earliest opportunity, this com- 
Munication was laid before the managers ; 
and the Rev. Dr. Milledoller was appoint- 
ed an agent to proceed to the city of 
Washington, for the purpose of obtaining 
an interview, and forming a covenant with 
the Indian chiefs. On his return be made 
tothe board the followmg report : 

The undersigned, having been request- 
ed by the board of managers cf the United 
Foreign Missionary Society, convened on 
the 15th inst. to proceed, as their agent, 
forthwith to Washington, for the purpose 
ef delivering a talk, and of making a 
covenant with a deputation of chieis of 
the great Osage nation of the Missouri, 
has the honour to report :— 

That he left New-York on Monday, 
l7thinst. and arrived at the city of Wash- 
(ngton on Wednesday following. On the 
next day, he was introduced by Colonel 
M‘Kenney, superintendant of Indian trade, 
to the honourable the Secretary of War, 
and laid before the Secretary copies of 
the talk and covenant, which had been 
Previously approved by the board, and 
which were then to be presented to the 
chiefs. These documents bavioag beer 


examined, your agent was formally intro- 
duced to the chiefs by the Secretary in 
an appropriate and concise talk; in which 
they were told that the undersigned was 
the person who had been mentioned to 
them,.and who had come from the great 
city of New-York, to offer them good 
things, and were assured that they might 
have confidence in him, and ian what he 


had to say to them., We then retired, ac-. 


companied by the superintendant of In- 
dian trade, into the audience room of the 
War department, where the following talk. 
was delivered : 


To the Chief, the Counsellor, and ihe prin- 
cipal warrior af the Osages of the Mis- 
souri, now al Washington. 


Brothers—,The United Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society, in the city of New-York, 
have heard that some of the chief men 
of the Osage tribe, have come a long 
journey from their own council fires to 
the great council fire, toward the rising 
sun. 

Brothers,—We have also heard that 
you have come with a talk to our great 
Father at Washington; that you wish 
him to send good men amongst you to 
teach you the will of the great Spirit; to 
show you how he made the world; how 
all nations are come of one blood, and are 
brothers, and must love one another, and 
serve the great Spirit—to show you what 
the great Spirit is now doing in, and will 
hereafter do with the world, and what 
white men and red men muat do, that the 
great Spirit may love them, and take 
care of them, and do them good forever. 

Brothers,—-We have heard that you 
wish our great father at Washington to 
send good men into yous nation, to teach 
your young men how to plough, and sow, 
and reap, and raise bread out of the 
ground, as the white people do—and how 


‘to work in iron, to make ploughs agd har- 


rows, to build houses, mills to grind your 
corn, and saw your wood, and to weave 
and to make clothing for you, and your 
children—and that you wish him to send 
out good women to teach your young wo- 
men how to sew, and knit, and spin, aad 
to prepare your food to eat as the white 
people eat it—and that you want good 
men and good women to teach your chil- 
dren how to read and write, and number 
like the white people, so that your chil- 
dren may be like our children, and know 
what they know, and be as greai and 
happy as they are. 

Now Brothers,—Having tecard_all this, 
we were glad. We know that we ought 
to do good to our brothers—the great 
Spirit has told us to do so, and will be an 
gry with us if we do not. 

The miad of the great Spirit was giver 
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to good men who are now dead, and who 
wrote itin a book, and they have given 
that book to us, and the great Spirit has 
commanded us to give it to others, till the 
whole world shall have it, and know it. 

This is the reason that many good men 
and good women have left their fathers 
and mothers and friends, and their homes, 
where they had every thing that was 
eood, and have gone to your brothers on 
the Arkansas. ‘The great Spirit has now 
putit mto your hearts to come to our 
great father at Washington for help. 

Our great Father loves all his red chil- 
dren and white children. He will be glad 
to see them all good and happy. We love 
our great Father at Washington. He 
knows who we are—he knows that we 
will not hurt his red children, and there- 
fore calls us to do the will of the great 
Spirit, by doing good to his red chil- 
dren. 

Brothers,—-Your cal} sounds loud in 
our ears, because your hands are clean 
irom blood, and because you have held 
fast your c ovenant with the government. 

Brothers, —We have sent to you the 
Rev. Philip Milledoler, D. D. He is a 
servant of the great Spirit, and one of our 
counsellors, whom you may love and trust. 
He will hear your talk, and will make a 
covenant with you on all those things of 
which we have spoken. Open your hearts 
io our brother, and make him glad, that 
when he comes baek to us, he may bring 

: your good talk, and make us glad also, 
that we may do you good, and your chil- 
dren after you, so long as your rivers 
flow, and the sun and moon shali shine up- 
on the world. 

New-York, J uly 15, 1820. 

(Signed) 
Robert Lenox, Peter Wilson, Vice-Presi- 
dents. 
Ph. Milledoler, F’oreign Secretary. 
Z. Lewis, Domestic Secretary, 
Pascal N. Strong, Recording Secretary. 
William Wilson, Treasurer. 

Stephen M. Rowan, M. Schoonmaker, 
Robt. B. E. McLeod,G. B. Vroom. G, 
Spring, R. Havens, Soha Borland, Henry 
Rankin, Isaac Heyer, Managers. 

To the ‘Talk, Sans Nerf, the principal 
Chief, replied as follows : 

My Friends,—You see that 1 am not 
white like you; | am red——hut my heart 
sia the same place with your heart; my 
blood is the same colour as your blood; 
my limbs are like your limbs; [ am an 
American, 

Aly Friend,—t have heard you talk. 
When I go to my village, do you think 
my people will tell me to hold my tongue, 
or will shut their ears, when I tell them 
what you say 4 

Wy Priend—I told my brother. the 





Superintendant of Indian trade, that I did 
not come on here for my pleasure, nor to 
see the country. I came to do business. 
What | have come for is most done. { 
am pleased, and wheol tell my people 

what you say, they will be pleased. 

My Friend,—l repeat it; | am pleased 
with what you say, and wish you to come 
soon.—Come to my village; if you stop 
at St. Louis, you will not come at my vil- 
lage. 

Judging from their manners, there ap- 
peared to be some misapprehension on the 
part of the Chiefs, a3 to our real object. 
‘hey seemed perplexed from the difficul- 
ty of comprehending how and by whom, 
all that had been promised was to be per- 
formed. Sans Nerf wanted to * see the 
man,’? who was to go out to his village; 
and appeared to think that there was but 
an individual, instead of a family to be 
sent out. 

It was proposed to meet them again at 
eleven o’clock on the following day, for 
the purpose of presenting the covenant, 
and of entering into farther explanations. 
It was also thought best that the cove- 
nant should be preceded by a talk from 
the Superintendant of Indian trade. The 
parties met at the proposed hour; and 
after the ceremony of shaking hands, the 
Superintendant told them, that the talk 
they were then going to hear was his talk, 
and that they must listen to it. He then 
addressed them as follows :— 

To the Chief, the Counsellor, and Warrior 
of the Great Osages. 
Brothers—I listened to your talk at m 
office in Georgetown. You told me how 
long you had been looking for the prom- 
ises made you in 1806; and how you had 
been disappointed. You told me you did 
not understand why so much should be 
done for the Osages of the Arkansas, 
whose hands were bloody, whilst nothing 
was done for you and your children, al- 
though your hands were clean, and you 

had been true friends to America. 

Brothers,—Your talk made my heart 
sorry. | heard it as your brother. ! 
gave you some reason why all these good 
things had been kept away so long—- 
I told you the time was now come. 

Brothers,—\ promised you I would seud 
a talk to my good brothers at New-York, 
who are the red men’s friends. [ did nvi 
deceive you; No—I will never deceive 
you. My talk was listened to—and here 
is my brother come from the great city 0; 
New-York to see you, aud to offer to senu 
out good men and women to your village, 
to instruct your children in all good things 
I was glad for your sakes. 

Brothers,—You heard the talk tha!‘ 
was made you yesterday. [| love that 
talle—-it was good--if it had not beer 
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xood, | would have made it black ail over. 
| would have told you it was not good.— 
But I tell you itis good, and the Great 
Spirit approves if. } 

Brothers—I was pleased when you in- 
vited these good men to go on to your vil- 
‘tage. It made my heart glad. 

‘Brothers—My good brother now comes 

to make you another talk. This talk 
will be good—I, who am your friend, tell 
you so. 
' Brothers—When you hear this talis 
which my brother will make to you pre- 
cently, you will understand better what 
‘hese good people in the city of Nee 
York are going to do for you, and what 
they expect youto do for their irieods 
vho will go to your village. 

Brothers—\f you agree to my brother’s 
‘alk, the sun will shine upon your people 
--your children will waik out into the 
vreat harvest field, and the increase of the 
‘and will make them happy. They will 
goon gather much Corne=their eyes wil 
he opened to read books, and their fingers 
will be taught how to wiite, and then they 
witi know who are their friends, and who 
are their enemies—now they cannot know 
for they do not understand what their 
white brothers say—their taik is not like 
vour talk. 

Brothers--Hear the talk which my 
good brother will now make you, and 
make my heart glad by agreeing to it. 
Good men and good women wili go to you 
as friends, and will make your people 
happy. Lam your friead—all the world 
knows [am your Iriend, and I tell you 
these good people in New-York are your 
friends.—My good brother who has come 
to see you is your friend, You are in the 
hands of your friends, and not enemies.— 
Believe me, and try all l say, and then you 
will know for yourselves. 

Brothers—'Vhis is the talk which i wish- 
ed to make to you—it is done. 

T. H. McKEnwREY. 

To which Sans Nerf replied— 

My Brother—t have listened to your 
talk—I understand every word of it. | 
understand it well. it makes my heart 
glad. It makes my brothers, here glad 
—I will tell it to my people, it will make 
them glad. 

My Brother—\ told you before, I did 
Not come here to see things—I had no 
pleasure to come—but I come on business. 
All that came tor | have got. I will be 
glad for these good people to come to my 
village. | 
_ “Ly Brother—My great father the pres- 
‘dent of the United States, and my father 
the chief of the war, and you the superin- 
fendant of the Indian trade, are all my 


eet will hear now your brothers 
LalkK. 


The covenant was then delivered, and 
is as follows. 


To the principal Chief. Counsellor and 
Warrior of the Great Osages. 


Brothers.—TVhe Board of Managers of 
the United. Foreign Missionary Society in 
the city of New-York have beard ot the 
creat Osaces of the Missoart:—They have 
heard also that they desire to have the 
means of improvement in all good things 
seat to them: and beioe the friends and 
brothers of the great Osages, the United 
Foreign Missionary Society of New-York 
have hastened to serve their friends and 
brothers, the Great Osages of the Missou- 
ri, and by the hands ef their good brother, 
the Rev. Dr. Mitiedclor, they now offer, 

1. To send ont a Mission family, con- 
sisting of good men and good women, to 
live in the great Csage natiou of the Mis- 
souri. 

2. Vo teach their red brothers, by 
their Missionaries ; First, and above all, 
to know the willof the Great Spirit; also 
to form a school, for the jnstructton of 
their children, m reading, writing, and a- 
rithmetic ; to instrnct their young men in 
some of the most useful branches of the 
mechanic arts, and in husbandry; and 
their young women in sewing, spinning, 
knitting, and in the branches of domestic 
economy. 

3. As the Board of Managers do not 
send out their missionaries to do hurt but 
to do good, they wiil not suffer them oa 
any account whatsoever, to buy or take 
for themselves, any land belonging to the 
nation 

4. The Board wil! use their best en- 
deavours to send out their Missionaries. 
on or before the month of April next. 

In making this covenant, the Board of 
Managers expect from their red brethren, 

1. That they will receive and treat the 


—_— 


Mission Family that shall be sent to them 


with constant love, and that they wall pro- 
tect them from all harm. | 

2. That they will help them to find a 
suitable place to erect their buildings to 
live in, and for the school, and work 
shups; and that they will also lay off so 
much land as will enable them to sow 
and plant, raise corn and all such things 
required for their support, and to feed the 
Osage children who may be sent to school: 
and also toteach the young men of the 
Great Oxages, how to plough and sow, 
and gather in their wheat aad rye and 
oats, and 1 cencral Row fo cultivate their 
lands, and that the Great O-aves wilt 
protect the Missionary Family. and not 
suffer any one to lnrtthem or the ground 
occupied for such usefal purposes, nor 
permit it fo be taken from them ualess 
the Osages shall desire fo have this done to 
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please their great father, the President of 
the United States. 

That as the Missionaries, when they are 
sent out, will have gone so far from their 
friends, the Great Osage nation will be 
their friends, and will comfort and encour- 
age their hearts by helping them and do- 
ing them afl the good they can in every 
way ; and especially that our red brotuers 
will diligently send their children to the 
school when it shall be opened, and help 
the Missionaries to maintain those good 
rules which are observed in the govern- 
ment of our own children, and without 
which they cannot be instructed. 

4. That if the Missionaries, or any of 
them, should everso conduct themselves, 
as to wrong or injure the nation, which 
we hope wil! never be the case, that the 
nation will not drive them away nor hurt 
them, but that they will calla council, and 
if the council so determine, that they will 
complain of them to their great Father at 
Washington, or tothe Society at New- 
York, who will take measures to punish 
them orto have them removed, asthe case 
shall require. 

To which the Chief replied— 

My Frienl,—! have heard your talk.— 
You say your Society in New-York will 
send a family and make a school in my na- 
tion. We are giad—We accept your of- 
fer with much p easure. 

My Friend,—When { get back to my 
village I wili tell ‘this talk over to my peo- 
ple. IT am satisfied—my friends here are 
satisfied—and my uetion will be satisfied. 

My Friend,—-So soon as the family ar- 
rives at my nation, | will go out to meet 
them, at the head of my warriors, and will 
recieve them as my friends. 

My Friend,—You say you want a piece 
ef land—you may point it out, and it shail 
be yours, wherever you choose. It shall 
be for your use.—I will mark it ont with 
my finger. It shall be as much as you 
want for the family. Come soon. 

My Friend,—You ask me how tmany 
children will go tothe school. I cannot 
answer this. I have children—T! wiil send 
them to be instructed. I believe all my 
nation wish the same thing. !} believe 
they will generally send their children to 
your school. 

My Friend,—! always wished to cousid- 
er myself an American. I now consider 
niyself so more than ever, since I heard 
your talk. 

My Friend,—}¥ will do all in my power 
to make friendship between us. The 
Counsellor and warrior will assist ms# to 
do so. 

The Counsellor then arose and said— 

My Friend—t have listened to your talk 
-—IL have heard my Chief's answer. [shall 
he home when your family come ont—I 
will help him to mark out the land, and 
will be your friend. 

The Warrior then rose and said—- 

My Friend--1 have heard what my Chief 


and Counsellor have promised—I am a 
warrior—-It is my business to be about the 
nation—I will defend your people when 
they come to us. 

The Chiefs having thus assented to the 
Covenant, it was signed and witnessed, 
and copies both of the talk and of the coy. 
enant, were presented to the Chief. 

To the Honourable the Secretary o; 
War, as well as to Thomas L. M’Kenney 
and Joseph Nourse, Esq. your agent feit 
himself much indebted in bringing this bu- 
siness to a happy issue. 

Mr. Fenner, of the War department, is 
also entitled to the thanks of the board, for 
the very amiable and interesting manner 
in which he acted on this occasion. We 
are much indebted to him for the perspi- 
cuity with which the talks were conveyed 
in French to the Interpreter, and the 
manifest interest he took in the success of 
the undertaking. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Puitip MILLEDOLER, Special Agt. of th: 
Board. 

New- York, July 27, 1820. 

The report of the Special Agent receiv- 
ed the unanimous approbation of the 
Board ; and the Committee of Missions were 
directed to look out immediately for mis. 
sionaries, and the Committee of Ways ani 
Means to adopt measures for furnishing the 
necessary supplies. Should suitable Mis- 
sionaries, under the guidance of Provi- 
dence, tender their services to the Board, 
and should the Christian public exhibit its 
accustomed liberality on the occasion, a 
respectable Mission family will soon be on 
their journey to convey the blessings of 
civilization and Christianity to the Osages 
of the Missouri. 


BAPTIST MISSION AT RANGOON. 
From the Watchman. 


Extract of a letier from the Rev. James 
Colman, duled Rangoon, March 25, 
1820. 


You will learn from our pubhe letters, 
that we have recentiy applied to the rul- 
er of Burmah, for permission to propagate 
the relizion of Jesus, in his dominions, and 
that he promptly refused to comply with 
our request. On our return to Rangoon, 
considering the jafolerant spimt manifest- 
ed by the emperor, and, consequently, the 
great disadvantages which must attend 
missionary effurts in this country, we de- 
termined to leave it without delay, hoping 
that the Lord would open to us another 
field, in which we might labour without 
restraint. But as we were on the point 
of engaging a passage to Calcutta, three 
or four persons commenced a solemn eXx- 
amination of religion. ‘This pleasing and 
unexpected circumstance, together with 
the earnest solicitations of the three dis 
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ples, has caused an alteration of our plan. 
Brother Judson has concluded to remaina 
little longer in Rangoon, while I expect to 

roceed immediately to Chittagong, a 
town situated on the horders of the Bur- 
man empire; but under the authority of 
the Enghsh. Here, if practicable, a mis- 
sion will be established, and hither broth- 
er Judson will repair, in case missionary 
operations are suspended in Rangoon. I 
fee] a pleasure in adding that two of the 
above mentioned inquirers give satisfacto- 
ry evidence of a gracious change. One 
has requested haptism, and will, we sus- 
pect, be favoured with the ordinance ina 
jew days. | 

Perhaps some will begin to think, that, 
as there are so many difficulties attending 
the Burman mission, it is best to retin- 
quish it altogether. But while Burmans 
are willing, in prospect of persecution and 
death, to examine and embrace the gos- 
nel, let not christians af home be discour- 
aged from sending it to them. Is it a suit- 
able time to leave a people when the Ho- 
iy Spirit is operating on their minds, and 
creating in them ardent desires to know 
the way which leads to eternal life ?— 
True, the number of our inquirers is small, 
hut if there is only one, his soul 1s worth 
more than the wealth of the world; nor 
should it perish for want of christian in- 
struction. I freely confess that nothing 
would tempt me to leave the station in 
Rangoon, were it not for the advice of 
my senior in the mission, and for the pur- 
pose of preparing a place of refuge in case 
of imminent danger from the Burman gov- 
ernment. 

The Burmans who have joined us con- 
tinue to give increasing evidence of being 
real christians. Their attachment to us, 
and to the gospel, has not, in the least, di- 
minished by our disappoiiiment at Ava. 
Indeed this event bas awakened their 
zeal. It is owing, in a great measure, to 
their exertions and entreaties, that the 
mission is continued in Rangooa, They 
are not insensible of the danger to which 
their conduct exposes them. But they 
act like men who are convinced of the 
rectitude of their proceedings, and of the 
important truth, that it 1s better to suffer 
lor Christ in this world, than to endure 
the pains of hell in the world to come.— 
We cannot indeed determine how they 
would conduct in the fire of persecution ; 
out from their present deportment, there 
's reason to hope that they have a claim 
‘0 the divine proinises, and would, in the 
day of trial, experience their supporting 
influence. Commending these sheep. lit- 
erally placed among wolves, and the Bur- 
man mission to your prayers, 

I remain, yours in gospel bonds, 


‘ J. COLMAN. 
Vou. 2—No. X. 


STATE OF RELIGION IN THE NORTHERN 
SECTION OF NEW-YORK. 


From the Religious Intelligencer. 


The following is the narrative of the state of 
religion within the bounds of the synod of 
Albany ; read and adopted at their annu- 
al meeting in Brownville, September 15th, 
1820. 


To hear of the prosperity of Zion affords 
peculiar pleasure to her children. Such 
pleasure the synod of Albany have it in 
their power to bestow upon the churches 
and congregations under their care ; by a 
relation of the dealings of God towards 
them during the past year. A year which 
will be set down in the annals of this judi- 
cature of the church of Christ; and in the 
hearts of its members, as having been 
most signally distinguished by spiritual 
blessings ; one in which the interests of 
the Redeemer’s Kingdom have been great- 
ly advanced ; and which, when the re- 
deemed of the Lord shall stand upon 
Mount Zion, and looking down upon the 
darkness of the bottomless pit from which 
they have been recovered, will be remem. 
bered by them with unatterable joy. In 
recounting these favours, conferred upon 
us by the hand of our covenant God, the 
Synod feel that they have been bestowed 
upon very unworthy labourers ; that they 
are the favours of a sovereign yet com- 
passionate Jehovah ; and would, with one 
heart adopt the appropriate language of 
the bible, and say, ‘“* Not unto us, O Lord, 
not unto us, but unto thy name give glory 
for thy merey, and for thy truth’s sake.” 
Whatever of success might be attributed 
to us, viewing ourselves only as the instru- 
ments in God's hand 3 we wonld, with the 
deepest submission, bring it all to the foot 
of the Cross ; convinced that “ Paul may 
plant, and Apollos water, but God must 
give the increase.” 

The Synod of Albany is made up of sev- 


‘en Presbyteries ; and to have a clear and 


correct view of the state of religion, it 
will be necessary to retrace the Prov 

dence of God during the past year, to cach 
of these Presbyteries, commencing with 
thatof St. Lawrence. The Synod are ve- 
ry happy to have it iu their power to state, 
that in the large, comparatively new, and 
in many respects, important part of the 
country, within the bounds of this Pres- 
bytery, there has been a very visible and 
pleasing change in the state of morals.—~ 

They who have been accustomed to sce 
the Lord's day profaned by forbidden la 

bour ; and who, inthe public service of 
God, have met with only a few of Zion's 
worshippers, now fell us of order, regulars 
ity, and very visibly an increasing desire 
to bear the word of God, and to attend up 


on all the ordinary means of grace. By. 


several of the congregations under their 
care, new and cummodious buildings bave 
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been erected and dedicated to the service 
of Almighty God ; and the whole state of 
morals and of society greatly improved. 

In several of the towns within the bounds 
of this Presbytery, the interests of vital 
godliness have also been considerably ad- 
vanced; and in many of their churches, 
though there has not been what is gene- 
raily “denominated a revival of religion, 
yet there have been many instances of 
hopeful conversion. Scattered through- 
out the bounds of this Presbytery are ma- 
ny who are not only hungering but starv- 
ing for the bread of life ; many small so- 
ticties that have no teachers, and are cry- 

img in the spirit, and with the anxiety of 
the Macedonian man, “come over and 
help us.” Here are large districts of coun- 
try entirely destitute of the means of grace 
—and which in earnest and pressing strains 
beg the prayers and the exertions of the 
devoted missionary of the cross. It is 
with pleasure the Synod state, that moral 
order pervades in a good degree, the meli- 
tary stationed within the bounds of this 
Presbytery ; that they have been supplied 
with copies of the holy seriptures, and 
manifest some disposition to attend upon 
the means of grace. In Lewisville God 
has shed down some of his precious mercy 
drops, and made his children there to re- 


joice in a revival of his work. 


In the Presbytery of Champlain, the 
state of religion is, on the whole, favoura- 
ble in those’ places which enjoy the siated 
means of grace. Upon Potsdam and Lo- 
rain God has begun to pour down the in- 
fluences of his Holy Spirit: and the ef- 
fects are already very visible. We trust 
that he is about to gather in arich harvest 
of souls in those places. With the excep- 
tion of these two places, there have beeu 
no special revivals; yet the ovtward 
means are Well attended, charitable instr. 
tutions are prosperous and smaltip!vin-e, 
and a good degree of harmony pervades 
their churches. This Pre ‘shytery is in tie 
midst ofa moral wilderness. Large tracts 
of country inhabited, bat no one to preach 
to them the unsearchable riches of Christ. 
This isa region which has hitherto been 
greatly neglected. ‘The precious streams 
of salvation at which the way-worn pil- 
grim drinks and refreshes his soul, have 
lowed aronnd it iv every direction 5 but 
bave not yet broke their way through this 
spiritual desert. They have heard from a 
distance the sound of the waters, but their 
thirst has not been allayed. The glimmer- 
ings of light that has occasionally flitted 
across their horizon, have exposed to their 
view the dark, cold cloud that hangs upon 
them, and they wait with indescribable 


eagerness the rising of the King of Day. 
From the windows of their cottages, and 
from the tops of the mountains they are 
looking forth, and the anxious cry, 
* Watchman what of the night,” Is raised 
throughout their benighted borders. When, 


oh when shall their cry touch the hearts 
of our churches, and the faithful wissiona- 
ry be sent to tell them of Jesus. 

To the Presbytery of Oneida, God has 
manifested himself again in ways of mer- 
cy With only one ortwo exceptions, the 
congregations under their care have been 
more than ordinarily engaged in religion 
during the past year ; and several of them 
blessed with the special presence and 
work of God. Upon Holland Patent, 
Clinton, New-Hartford, Whitesborough, 
Utica, Westmoreland, Mount Vernon, 
Litchfield, and Union, the Lord has rained 
down righteousness, and many precious 
souls have been quickened by the vivify- 
ing influences of the Hoiy Spirit. It it 
were proper to make any calculation on a 
subject of this nature, the Synod would 
remark, that from the statements of the 
members of that Presbytery it would ap- 
pear, that more than seven hundred souis 
have been born unto God during the past 
vear The fruits of these revivals, like 
those of every other genuine work of 
crace, have been peace and boliness. In 
view of this conquest, made by the great 
Captain of our salvation over the hearts 
of his enemies, we cannot refrain from 
say:ng, ‘* Go on, thou Prince and Saviour, 
from conquering to conquer, until every 
knee shail bow, and every tongue contess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of 
God the Father.” 

Passing on to the Presbytery of Otsego, 
we are still able to mark the footsteps and 
the victories of the King of kings.  Par- 
ticalarly in Cooperstown and Sherburne, 
the Lord bas appeared for the salvation of 
many. In (be former of these places, the 
revival began ina very interesting and 
powerful manner; so interesting and so 
powerfu /, that if the relation did not ex- 

need the bounds of such a narrative, the 
Synnd would be happy to give it to ther 
people. ‘She fruits of this revival were 
one hundred and eleven hopetul converts : 
and in Sherburne about two hundred.— 
The general features of the work in these 
Societies, were similar to those of the 
other revivals within the bounds of this 
Synod 

From Otsego we come to the Presbyte- 
ry of Albanv. Here have been gathered 
many trop hies of the cross during the last 
vear. In fen contiguous towns there have 
be en special and powerful revivals of re- 
lision. But more particularly at Saratoge 
Springs, Matta, Stillwater, Ballston, East- 
Galway, West-Gaiway, Amsterdam, anc 

Schenectady, the work has been over 
whelming. To ¢ give anv thing like a par 
ticular account of these revivals would 
very far exceed our limits. We can only 
say that the work has been very genera! 
throughout these towns ; that it has been 
accompanied with very deep and pungent 
convictions of sin as committed against an 
hely Gor. And that its fruits have bee! 
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euch as to convince the most incredulous, 
that of atrnth the Lord was here. The 
arrows of the Almighty have been sharp ia 
the hearts of bisenemies. Many a proud 
sinner has been humbled, and there is 
good reason to believe that nearly two 
ete souls have been washed in the 
blood of the Lamb. A year such as the 
past has been, was never known betore in 
the bounds of this Presbytery. 

In the Presbytery of Columbia God has 
also made bare his arm for the salvation of 
sinners. At Schaghticoke, North Pitts- 
town, and at Nassau, more than one hun- 
dred give hopeful evidence of being born 
of God. The same shower that watered 
the vineyard in the Presbytery of Albany, 
was spread out over these places. In 
Lansingburgh there has been more than an 
oraimary attention to religion, and about 
16 or 20 give evidence of a saving change. 

Other ‘places not particularly” named, 
within the bounds of this Synod, bate 
made large additions to their churches 
during the past year ; and an increased in- 
terest to religion, as well asa more faith- 
ful attendance upon the means of grace 
have been very manifest. 

With these rich and abundant effusions 
of the Holy Spirit, God has been pleased 
to bless our seminaries of learning. In 
Union and Hamilton Colleges, there have 
been special revivals of religion ; the fruits 
of which are the hopeful conversion of 
thirty-four in the tormer, and seventeen in 
the latter of these institutions. Thus, with 
the smile of his Providence upon these 
Colleges, our Heavenly Father is mingling 
the converting and sanctifying mfluence 
ofthe Holy Spirit; and we tondly hope, 
preparing many faithful labourers for the 
Relds already white with the harvest. 

In some of our congregations, luke- 
warmness and apathy still prevail. OO, 
would to God it were not so. But on all 
such the Synod would loudly call; and 
urge them to be up and doing in this day, 
distinguished by God's merciful visitation 
to our churches. 

Onareview of the whole, we would 
cordially and unitedly say, ‘ Bless the 
Lord, O our souls, and all that is within us 
bless his holy name, and forget not all his 
benefits.” 

Jonas Cor, D. D. 
Joun Frost, 


Committee 
Hausry A. Woop, ¢ 


| -—_— — 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 


7 Soctety, Quxiliary to the American Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, 
was formed at Woodbridge, Sept. 27th, 
1820. 


CONSTITUTION. 


Art. I. The pastors and churches with- 
in the limits ef the Association of the 
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Western district of New-Haven countyy 
shall be a mussionary society, auxiliary to 
the American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign missions, the annual meeting to 
be held in the autuma, at the time and 
place of the semi-annual meeting of the 
association. 

Art. it. The primary object of the so- 
ciety shall be to promote the objects of 
the American Board of Commissioners for 
foreign missions ; nevertheless, by a vote 
of two thirds of the Society, they may ap- 
propriate their income, or any part ‘of it, 
to the propagation of the gospel in other 
ways. 

Art. lll. The officers of this Society, 
shall be a President, two Vice-Presidents, 
a Secretary,a Treasarer, and an Auditor, 
who shail be annually chosen by ballot. 

Art. IV. Each minister of this district 
who shall belong to this society, with such 
other persons in reach parish, as this socie- 
tv sball Spyeins s shall be agents to procure 
funds for the Society, Within the limits of 
his parish, and shall transmit all monies 
thus collected, to the treasurer. In vacant 
churches agents shall be annually appoint- 
ed by this society. 

Arr. V. This constitution may be al- 
tered.at any aunual meeting, by a vote of 
two thirds of the members present. 

Officers of the Society. 
Rev. Stephen W. Stebbins, President. 
Rev. Jeremiah Day, LL. p. and Frederick 
Hotchkiss, Esy. Vice- Presidents. 
Rev. Erastus Scranton, Secretary. 
Mr. Timothy Dwight, Treasurer. 
Mr. Charles Sherman, Auditor. 


The minister of each church in the dis- 
trict is an agent, according to the 4th Arti- 
cle of the Constitution. 

The following persons were appointed 
Agents of the Society 


Amity, Dr. Isaac Goodsell. 
Bethany, Deacon Jabez Hitchcogk. 
Columbia, Major Joseph Platt. 
Derby, Deacon John Carrington. 
Easi Plain, Mr. Eli Dickerman. 
Great Hill, Mr. Alired Hull. 
Humphreysville, Deacon Nehemiah Boteh- 

ford 
Milford, 1st Society, Col. Wm. Fenn. 

2¢ do. Major Samuel Higby. 

Mount Carmel, Dea. Aaron Bradley. 
Middlebury, Dea. John Stone, and Mr. 

Gideon Platt, jr. 
North-Milford, Capt. Nathan Merwin. 
New-Haven, 1st Society, Dea. Nathan Whi- 

tin 

. United do. Major Charles Bostwick. 

North-Haven, Joshua Barns Esq. 
Oxford, Dea. Lemuel Beardsley. 
Salem, Mr. Jonah Woodruff, jr. 
West-Haven, Mr. William Stebbins. 
Waterbury, Dea. James Brown. 

The next annual meeting is to be at Wa- 
terbury, in Septerober, 1821. 

Relig. Intel 
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SUMMARY. 

By a letter received from Mr. Vaill, 
and Mr. Chapman, it appears that the 
Union Mission Family were at Little 
Rock, Arkansas Territory on the 24th 
of August, 1820, at which place they 
arrived on the 23d of July. Most of 
the family had been sick, but were 
convalescent. At Little Rock, the 
land is elevated, at:d there are good 
springs of water. They found in this 
new settlement two unoccupied build- 
ings newly finished, where the sick 
were placed, and the family reside.— 
They built a store house, and unloaded 
their goods. Little Ruck is supposed 
to be about “ three hundred miles from 
the post of Arkansas, and about mid- 
way from that postto the place de- 
signed for the ultimate location of the 
Mission.” 

The Rev. Messrs. Fisk and Parsons, 
Missionaries to Palestine, write from 
the Island of Scio, under the date of 
2nd June 1820. It was their intention 
to pass the summer under the instruc- 
tion of Professor Bambas. Their health 
was good, and they hoped their visit to 
that place would be both interesting 
and profitable.’ 

The Convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, in the State of N. 
York, was held in the city of New- 
York, during the present month; pre- 
sent, forty-seven clergymen, and sixty- 
seven lay deputies. A plan for theo- 
logical education in that diocess was 
adonted. 

The Methodist Society established 
at Port au Prince, by the instrument- 
ality of Messrs. Brown and Catts, has 
been called to pass the ordeal of severe 
persecution, and has sustained the tri- 
ai with firmness. The civil authorities 
are Roman Catholics, and it seems 
they are resolved to keep up the trade 
of war against all who choose any oth- 
er way of salvation, than that which 
leads through the temple of St. Peter. 
It 1s pleasant to see the subjects of per- 
secution at this day, like Paul and Si- 
las, singing the praises of God in dun- 
geons, and encouraging each other to 
hold out even to the end. It is sfa- 
ted that no instance of apostacy has 
yet occurred, and new instances of 
conversion are not unfrequent.— Ree. 

New South Wales.—The annual as- 
semblage of the native tribes took place 
at Paramatta, on the 28th of Dee. but 
was less numerously attended than 
usual, the extreme heat of the weather 
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preventing them from proceeding from 


the interior, About 250 persons of 
both sexes were present, and were en- 
tertained by the Governor. The ex- 
amination of the native children of the 
Institution then took place, and some 
very creditable specimens of their pro- 
gress in writing and drawing were pro- 
duced. The recognition of the chil- 
dren by their parents and friends was 
described as extremely affecting. The 
facilities of internal communication had 
been increased, by putting the roads 
from Sydney to Paramatta and Nas- 
sau, before impassable in wet seasons, 
under complete repair.— Evang. Mag. 

The Methodist Magazine states, that 
there is an evident improvement in the 
religious aspect of Upper Canada— 
that for four years past there has been 
a constantly increasing attention, and 
revivals are still progressing, especially 
in the back settlements of Augusta cir- 
cuit, the old settlements on Rideau 
River, and the setthkement on the River 
Thames. There isa pleasing revival 
in Detroit, and a meeting house build- 
ing. It is calculated that there are 211 
public teachers of different religious 
denominations in the Province, 140 of 
which are Methodists, and 30 of them 
Itinerants. Sabbath Schools are in- 
creasing, and prayer meetings are nu- 
merous. ‘Twenty young men were 
ordained to the ministry among the 
Methodists at the Gennessee confer- 
ence in July last. And 122 were ap- 
pointed to labour in different circuits 
and stations. Let God send abroad 
his Light and Truth by whom he will 
send.— Rec. 

Newport, R. I. Oct. 7.—The Bienni- 
al Convention of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in the Eastern Duocess, 
was held in this town, on Wednesday 
and Thursday, the 28th and 29th ult. 
Prayers were read by the Rev. Mr. 
Olney, of Gardiner ; and a sermon was 
delivered by the Rev. Thomas Car- 
lisle, from 1 Cor. ix. 16. “ Forthough 
I preach the Gospel, | have nothing to 
glory in; for necessity is laid upon me; 
yea, Woe is unto me if I preach not 
the Gospel.” After which the Bishop 
proceeded to admit the Rev. Carlton 
Chase, of Vermont, to the order of 
Priest; and the Convention assembled 
for business inthe church. There were 
present Delegates from Vermont, Mas- 
sachusetts, Rhode-Island and Maine. 
A very interesting Address was read 


by the Bishop, and is to be published 
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with the Journals of the Convention. 
Mr. Alfred L. Barney of Vermont, 
was admitted to the holy order of dea- 
gon, on Thursday; prayers by the 
Rev. Mr. Carlisle, and Sermon by the 
Bishop. ‘The following resolution was 
also adopted : 

“ Resolved by the Convention of the 
the Protestant Episcopal Church, in 
the Eastern Diocess, that they highly 
approve the doings of the Jast General 
Convention respecting a ‘Theological 
Seminary, and that they do earnestly 
recotamend to the churches in this Di- 
ocess, that they use their best exer- 
tions to aid the trustees of said Institu- 
tion in the collection of funds.” 

The latest accounts from New-Zea- 
land, indicate a progressive improve- 
ment in the character of the natives, 
though they yet remain firmly rivetted 
to their superstitions, and cherish the 
same blood-thirsty spirit as formerly. 
The Missionaries are unmolested, and 
seem to have acquired the coufidence 
of the savages by their pacific disposi- 
tion, and their unwearied efforts to do 
them good. The arts of civilization 
are daily gaiaing ground. The “ cli- 
mate, soil, natural productions and in- 
habitants, are all favourable for mis- 
sionary labors.” Mr. Marsden, from 
New South Wales, has visited them 
twice, and was about to visit them a 
third time, carrying a supply of cattle, 
and implements of husbandry. 

As yet the Missionaries have made 
no converts. Indeed in the absence of 
civilization, and while * wild habits,” 
and an “ unsettled turn of mind,” are 
such strong characteristics of the Isl- 
anders as at present, it is not to be ex- 
pected that they at once will fall down 
at the foot of the Cross. 

Their language must become fixed. 
It must be reduced to order and sub- 
jected to rule. The Scriptures, or the 
most important parts of them, must be 
translated—schools must be establish- 
ed, and line upon line, precept upon 
precept, must be given them, before 
they will experience that moral reno- 
vation which it is the object of mis- 
sionary efforts to effect. It is an en- 
couraging circumstance that parents 
do not at all object to the instruction 
of their children, but rather wish it ; 
and the children themselves are always 
ready to repeat their lessons when cal- 
led on, and without much difficulty 
are kept under good discipline. 

While the native heart. howeve: re 
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mains unhumbled, and the native spir- 
itis frequently roused by intercourse 
with wicked Europeans, difficulties 
must attend Missionaries, and those 
difficulties may be expected to increase 
until God shall pour out his spirit as 
onthe Islands of Otaheite, and bring 
light out of darkness by the exceeding 
greatness of his power. 

Mr. Hall, one of the Missionaries, 
has under his direction, six pair of na- 
tive sawyers, and all the natives who 
work with him behave well. Three 
smith’s shops have been built in the 
settlement, and two of the natives 
have learnt the trade, in a tolerable de- 
gree. Considerable land is under cul- 
tivation, and wheat raised sufficient for 
Mr. H.’s family, and for pretty exten- 
sive distribution among the natives.— 
Improvements are making every year. 

The missionary vessel, the Active, is 
kept constantly sailing to and fro, be- 
tween Port Jackson, New-Holland, 
and the Bay of Islands, New-Zealand. 
Her station is the Bay of Islands, and 
when the weather and other circum- 
stances will admit, she is employed in 
killing whales, and by this means cov- 
ers much of her expenses. But a con- 
stant intercourse between the two set- 
tlements is thought at present to be in- 
dispensable to the security and pros- 
perity of the New-Zealand Mission. 

Recorder. 

The Pope has presenteda new chap- 
el in Moorfields, England, magnificent 
communion plate. 
pure gold, and cost 3000 guineas. It 
is studded with pearls, diamonds and 
other precious stones. 





DONATIONS TO RELIGIOUS AND CHARITABLE 
INSTITUTIONS. 

The Treasurer of the American Ed. 
ucation Society, acknowledges the re- 
ceipt of $381, 65 in the month of Sept. 

The Treasurer of the American Bi- 
ble Society, acknowledges the receipt 
of $2492, 74 during the menths of Au 
gust and September. 

Bibles and Testaments issued from 
the depository of the American Bible 
Society, during the same_ period :— 
Bibles, 2242; Testaments, 1623—Totai 
3925. Value, $2369 80. 

‘he ‘Treasurer of the Amervicaa 
Board of Commissions for Foreigs 
Missious, acknowledges the receipt of 
$2486 17 from Auecust 21st. te Sent 
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August 9th.—The Rev. Grpzon N. 


Jupp, was installed pastor of the 
Presbyterian church of Bloomfield, 
New-Jersey, by the Presbytery of Jer- 
sey.--Sermon by the Rev. Dr. McDow- 
el of Elizabethtown. 

Sept. 20th.—The Rev. Samven 
GREEN, was ordained pastor of the 
South church and congregation in 
Reading, Mass.—Sermon by the Rev. 
Professor Woods, of Andover. 

Sept. 26th.—The Rev. Messrs. Dan- 
1EL Gou.p, Horace BELKNAP, and 
Evwarp Houtister, were ordained 
as missionaries to the Western States 
and Territories, in the east parish of 
Sradiord, Mass. by the Lendonderry 
Presbytery.—Sermon by the Rev. Gard- 
ner B. Perry, of Bradford. 

September 26th.—The Rev. Roger 
Hircueocx, was ordained pastor of 
the congregational church and society 
in Cheshire. —Sermon by the Rev. Mr. 
Gillett, of Branford. 

Oct. 4th—The Rev. SytvestTEr 
Eaton, was ordained pastor of the 
congregational church and society in 
Norwalk.—Sermon by the Rev. Mr. 
€hester of Albany. 
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Oct. 4th—-The Rev. Ropvnry &. 
Dennis, was ordained pastor of the 
church and congregation in Topsfield, 
Mass.—Sermon by the Rev. Dr. Dana, 
of Ipswich. 

Oct. lith.—The Rev. Noan Cre. 
SEY, was installed pastor of the Con- 
gregational Chapel Society, in North. 
Yarmouth, Mass.-Sermon by the Rey. 
Mr. Greenleaf, of Wells. 

Oct. 12th.—The Rev. Witiram B. 
QO. Peasopy, was ordained pastor of 
the Third Congregational Society of 
Springfield, Mass.—Sermon by the 
Rev. Dr. Ware, of Cambridge. 

October 19th.—The Rev. Wittiiam 
Nevins, was ordained pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church in the city 
of Baltimore.—Sermon by the Rev. 
Dr. Miller, of Princeton. 

Oct. 20th.— The Rev. PETER Wit- 
LIAMS, was admitted to the holy order 
of Deacons, by the Xt. Rev. Bishop Ho- 
bart, in St. Philip’s, (African,) Church 
in the city of New- York.—Sermon by 
the Rev. Mr. Lyell, of New-York. 








Pietw of Public Affairs. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


The House of Lords, assembled for 
rhe trial of the Queen, on the 17th of 
August. Counsel was heard against, 
and in favour of proceeding with the 
bill of Pains and Penalties. On the 
19th. Lord King moved the rejection 
of this bill, but a motion, made as a sub- 
stitute, that eounsel be called in, was 
carried, yeas 181, nays 65.—Earl Grey 
preferred impeachment as the best 
mode of proceeding, but his motion 
was negatived ; 189 to 64. The Attor- 
ney General opened the case, and pro- 
seeded to the examination of witnesses. 
On the 7th of September, the evidence 
against the Queen was completed.— 
''wenty-five witnesses were examined, 
and the evidence was of sueb a nature, 
that unless the character of the wit- 
resens is impeached, the degradation 


of the Queen will probably take piace. 
Ministers intimated that they should 
not be strenuous for a divorce. Mr. 
Brougham on the 8th of Sept. asked 
leave to commence the defence of the 
Queen, without stating when he should 
produce his witnesses; this request 
was refused; 40 yeas, 170 nays. The 
House adjourned until the 3rd of Oct 
when the defence of the Queen is ex: 
pected to commence. 

The popularity of the Queen, does 
not appear to be diminished by the ac- 
cusations stated, and most of which 
have been proved, though by evidence 
liable to objections; in the House ot 
Commons, debates have run very high, 
and it 1s doubtful whether His Majesty 
will ultimately obtain a triumph. The 
friends of the existing government 1n 
that country, have cause for alarm, and 
probably a great majority ofthe nation 
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think his Majesty and his advisers, have 
heen injudicious, 


FRANCE. 


In this country where the happiness 
of the community hasinso mauy in- 
stances been the sport of traitors, a new 
conspiracy has been discovered. In 
August, the government received in- 
formation that some of the subaltern 
officers of the army were meditating a 
rebellion. Through the vigilance of 
the police, some of the conspirators 
were arrested. “Their plan appears 
tohave been to sieze the Louvre, to 
penetrate by the Grand Gallery of the 
Museum to the King’s apartments, 
whilst by way of a diversion, the sol- 
diers, who were to have been gained, 
were to have had a skirmish, on the 
Place de Carousal, with the Guards of 
the Palace ; and during the confusion 
of this scene, to have murdered the 
King and Royal Family. This effect- 
ed, some member of the Family of 
Bonaparte, was to be called to the 
throne. Though the number and 
character of these bold fomenters of 
sedition, are despicable, still the con- 
spiracy had it not been early checked, 
might have produced much bloodshed, 
and caused the death of the principal 
members of the royal family. Imme- 
diately on the discovery of this plot, 
the General Officers flocked round his 
Majesty and renewed their oaths of 
fidelity—The troops appear not to 
have been consulted in this affair.”— 
Other accounts state that the conspir- 
acy was more formidable than was at 
first supposed. Several officers have 
fied to Belgium. Disturbances have 
‘taken place at Brest, and considerable 
excitement exists in different parts of 
the kingdom. The Court of Peers is 
engaged in the trial of those who have 
heen arrested. 


PORTUGAL. 


The Portuguese areimitating the ex- 
ample of their Spanish neighbours, 
and are endeavouring to effeet a con- 
sututional revolution, which began 
with the soldiers stationed in the north 
ofthat kingdom. At Oporto, on the 
23d of August, the civil and military 
euthorities agreed to establish a pro- 
visional government. Troops were at 
the last dates, on the march for Lisbon, 
and the Council of the King had issu- 
eda proclamation for the assembling 
of the Cortes. 


' 12th ult. 
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On the evening of the 26th inst. a fire 
broke out ina store on Long-Wharf, the 
progress of which was not arrested until 26 
stores weve consumed, and a great amount 
of property destroyed. 


Gen. Joseph Hiester has been elected 
Governour of the State of Pennsylvania, 


Alexander M'Nair has been chosen Gov- 
ernour of Missouri. This State is not yet 
admitted into the Union. 


The seventy-four, building at Norfolk, 
has been launched, and named the Det- 
AWARE. 


A military road has been opened from 
Florence, Alabama, to New-Orleans.-— 
Houses of entertainment are erected on 
the road. It is siated that this is 3U0 miles 
nearer than the old route. 

On the 14th instant Mr. Guille madea 
successful ascent in his balloon, from 
Vauxhall Garden, in Philadelphia In 
about an hour anda quarter the balloon 
settied in the township of Hopewell, 
County of Hunterdon, 8 miles from Tren- 
ton, and 40 from Philadelphia. Mr. Guil- 
le intended to have desc2nded in the par- 
achute, but circumstances prevented, and 
induced him to remain in the balloon. 


Eastport, Me. Sept. 23. 


Eastport Bridge. —Own ‘Tuesday last the 
completion of the Bridge, which connects 
this Island with the Main Land, was cele- 
brated, notwithstanding the inclemency 
of the weather, by a large concourse of 
citizens from this and the neighbouring 
towns. This bridge unites Moose Island 
with the Main land at the westerly outlet 
of the St. Croix, inthe town of Perry. It 
is 1200 feet in length. The depth of wa- 
ter in the channe! is 18 feet at low, and 43 
feet at high water—lengih of posts 61 feet 
—cost 9600 dollars, exclusive of Toll 


-House, &c.—The posts are charred and 


oiled below low water mark to preserve 
them from the worms. 


Extract of a letter froin Eastport, dated 
Sept. 25. 

“A distressing fire took place in the 
British Province of Nova-Scotia on the 
It commenced in the respecta- 
ble and flourishing town of Yarmouth, 
and extended four or five miles, burning 
all before it ; between 40 and 50 buildings 
were destroyed, such as houses, barns, 
mills, &c. with a great number of cattle, 
hogs, and poultry, &c. one child was burnt 
at Yarmouth.—At the same tiie the town 
of Montague, (a French settlement) was 
visited with the same calamity, 42 build. 
ings were destroyed, among which was 
the Roman Catholic Church ; one man 
was burnt at that place. The fire was so 
rapid, that those who lost their buiidings. 
saved little, if any, of their furniture, o: 
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larger stocks of grain, hay, cattle, hogs, 
poultry, &¢. ft is described as being the 
greaiest calamity that has ever happened 
in that part of the country.” 


The late fire at Nova-Scotia, in the 
neighborhood of Yarmouth, and near An- 
napolis county, extended its ravages for 
nearly LOO miles in extent, and continued 
in {ull blaze for nearly three days, destroy- 
inc every blade of vegetation tn its conrse. 
‘¢ The intensity of the heat,” adds a Cana- 
da newspaper, ‘ baied the crops of potatocs 
inthe earth.” 


The Governour of South-Carolina has 
set apart Thursday, the 16th of Novem- 
ber, to be observed as a day af Humilia- 
tion, Thanksgiving and Prayer. 


Hayti.—By private advices, we learn 
that the British Admiral has at length con- 
cluded a treaty with Christophe, by which 
he is to pay to the British Government at 
the rate of 45 dollars a head for every ne- 
gro which they may land in his dominions. 
It is presumed the negroes taken on board 
slave ships will by the British be sent to 
Hayti. We are assured that this step has 
been taken by Christophe, because he has 
ascertained that his subjects decrease at 
the rate of 6 per cent per annum.— Philad. 
Press. 


The personal property of the late Bish- 
op of Winchester, amounted to about 
£180,000 Sterling. 


A Steam-ship is building at Liverpool, 
to sail between that place and Lisbon. 


Spain —We have it from such authority 
as satisfies us of the fact, that the King of 
Spain has ratified the treaty with the Uni- 
ted States for the cession of the FLORI- 
DAS; we are also satisfied that the ratifi- 
fied treaty is now in the United States, and 
will be submitted to Congress, immediate- 
ly on its assembling next month. 

The manifesto, the tyrannic and war- 
like manifesto of the Emperor Alexander 
on Spanish affairs, which we lately pub- 
lished, has been explained to the entire 
satisfaction of the Spanish King and Cor- 
tes. The Emperor is understood to have 
declared, in bis explanatory state paper, 
that his first manifesto was predicted on 
the belief that the army had usurped the 


authority of the kingdom, and dictated te 
the people by force of arms the present 
established form of government: but that 
subsequent advices having conveyed a 
more correct statement, and his imperial] 
majesty being satisfied that the change in 
the government has been the act, not of 
the army, but of the Nation, he is now en- 
tirely reconciled to the change, and hopes 
the constituted authorities and the Spanish 
people may enjoy prosperity and bappi- 
ness under the newly established order of 
things. These explanations and congrat- 
ulations have been received in the most 
friendly spirit, and the best relations of 
friendliness are established between the 
two governments.— Dem. Press. 


The Cortes of Spain has, among other 
acts abolished the order of Spanish Jesuits, 
and conferred upon Ferdinand the title of 
Father of his country. . 


Spanish Finances.—In a late report of 
the Minister of Finance, the following ex- 
hibit of the Experses and Ways and 
Means, for 1820, were presented :— 





Reals 
Expenses for 1820, $00,000,000 
Ways and Means, 470,000,000 
Deficiency, 430,000,000 


To meet this melancholy deficiency the 
Minister proposed to apply one seventh of 
the Church property to the state, and to 
open a loan forthe balance. In the re- 
port which acesmpanied the estimates, 
the minister remarked, that their deficit 
tho’ distressing was not insurmountable . 
that they must renounce all ideas of their 
ancient splendor; and commence a ca- 
reer of economy and frugality ; that the 
absurd policy of burdening commerce 
with heavy duties must be abandoned , 
the maxim be adhered to, that the more 
liberty commerce enjoys, the more the 
public revenue will be increased; and 
that the free exportation ot the product 
of the earth is as necessary to the pros 
perity of the State as it is beneficial to ag. 
riculture. 


The Hay harvest in Russia is said to 
have commenced last year in fourieer 
days after the snow had melted off the 
meadows. 
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Aursenios, «od several communications, without signatures, have been re- 


waived 








